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Say “Hello” to:
 
PTA council

president,
Jill Burley

By Nathan Denny
Sun Correspondent

She’s a wife, mother 
of two, a hair stylist and 
president of the group that 
represents all of the city’s 
PTAs.

Obviously, she likes 
to stay busy.

“I just really enjoy 
this type of work,” said 
Jill Burley, president of 
the Virginia Beach Coun-
cil of PTAs.  “I like being 
around people, working 
with others, being with 
my kids.”

While 
she’s in 
her 27th 
year as 
a stylist, 
she’s just 
in her first 
year as 

council president. Burley 
first became involved with 
her daughters’ PTAs when 
they attended North Land-
ing Elementary School, 
working her way up there 
as PTA president for two 
years.  She also started 
working with the coun-
cil, which is the umbrella 
organization for the city’s 
79 PTAs.

“The council is like 
a sounding board,” said 
Burley.  “The local unit 
PTAs will come to us and 
ask questions; and we will 
mediate and help them.”

The council’s mission 
is to promote the welfare 
of children in school and 
in the community, to bring 
into closer relationship 
the home life and school 
life of students, and to de-
velop unified efforts with 
educators and the public 
to promote the best pos-
sible education practices.

Sue Sivertsen, the 
council’s vice president 
of programs, has worked 
with Burley for two years.  
Like Burley, this is her 
first year in her position 
on the council.

“You can talk to 
her about anything,” Si-
vertsen said.  “She always 
puts other people first.”

One of the council’s 
most popular programs, 
Reflections, is a fine arts 
competition, giving stu-
dents in all grades the 
opportunity to submit 
creative entries, based on 
a yearly theme, using pho-
tography, visual art,

Please see Say, Page 2

Jill Burley

“We are for-
tunate that [divi-
sion] Superinten-
dent James Merrill 
is very pro-PTA.  
The administration 
is always quick to 
come to us and ask 
about the input of 
the parents.” 

Jill Burley

By Carlo Sciortino
Sun Correspondent

When you walk into surf artist Ed 
Obermeyer’s home, you can tell he’s 
been in almost every direction. 

“There are no mistakes, just 
changes in direction,” said Obermeyer.

Greens and oranges of tropical 
rain forests light up the foyer. Blues 
and turquoises of marine life swim 
past your eyes, as each room transports 
you to a different location around the 
world: Panama, Australia and most 
importantly, Virginia Beach.

“I don’t think people realize the 
beauty around them,” he said. 

Whether it’s the maintenance of 
his home garden or the thrill of surfing 
1st Street, Obermeyer understands the 
allure Virginia Beach holds over any 
other place in the world. 

“We have seasons here,” he said.
The array of colors in Obermeyer’s 

artwork reflects that interest in plant 
life for the vibrant 61-year old.  But to 
Obermeyer, age is just a number. 

“If you take life too seriously you 
age too fast,” he said. “Always have 
a sense of humor and manage your 
stress.”

Obermeyer balances his day with 
working out, walking his dogs, surfing, 
gardening or painting. He never 
overdoes it. 

Paint sessions last about two 
hours. The level of concentration is so 
physically and mentally exhausting, 
Obermeyer enjoys a constant variety in 
activity. 

Being of Italian and German 
descent, Obermeyer is a “passionate, 
playful, and hardworking” artist, he 
said. It’s no wonder determination and 
perfection in painting doesn’t diminish 
his active lifestyle. Plus, he has the 
support of his wife, Kris.

“Young men are wild,” he said. 
“You gotta have a woman who can keep 
you in check. Kris is my left brain.”

It was her idea to organize 
Obermeyer’s original paintings with 
labels. Obermeyer can now efficiently 
set up art shows featuring his work all 
around Virginia Beach.  T h e 
Obermeyers’ teamwork is a youthful 
love, as radiant as the colors flowing 
from their home’s decorations, most of 
them his original work. 

“She knows when I’m in the zone,” 
said Obermeyer.

That kind of understanding 
is important when considering 
Obermeyer’s method of painting: 
math for grids, aboriginal, pin striping, 
pattern painting and a special collection 
of blue squirrel hair brushes. Yet he’s 
able to produce small pieces in just a 

Ed Obermeyer modeling his collection of blue squirrel hair brushes.  (Photos by Carlo Sciortino)

In The Sunshine:  Artist Ed Obermeyer

From airbrush to blue squirrel hair
Local surf art legend, Ed Obermeyer, strives for perfection in his  

aboriginal style;used to teach at Kemp’s Landing, Salem and  
Larkspur middle schools; and Ocean Lakes High School

Ed Obermeyer and wife, Kris with dogs,  
Rusty and Raven.

few days. 
“Larger ones take me a few weeks 

up to a few months,” he said, depending 
on the schedule. 

The paintings sell quickly. 
“I’ve got closets full of printed 

copies, but the originals get sold at 
every show,” he said. “When you buy 
one of my paintings, you’re gonna get a 
piece of my soul.” 

Whether his work is presented 
at the Cape Henry Collegiate Gallery 
in the city’s Great Neck section, art 
festivals or in a one-man exhibition at 
Norfolk’s Botanical Gardens, you can 
see Obermeyer’s life emanate from his 
artwork.

Born in Boston with a military 
family of four brothers, Obermeyer 
grew accustomed to the constant 
moving to Japan, Okinawa, Missouri, 
California, New York, Florida and 
Virginia Beach. Obermeyer and his 
brothers all served in the military; 

Obermeyer served in the Army. 
“I can relate to local military,” he 

said. “We tend to adapt better.” 
His parents always encouraged 

him at a young age to visually express 
himself, but he didn’t get into painting 
seriously until 1972 at Cocoa Beach. 
Before then he had been surfing since 
1964 at the 1st Street Virginia Beach 
Steel Pier. 

Please see In, Page 6

Greens and oranges of 
tropical rain forests light up 
the foyer. Blues and turquoises  
of marine life swim past your 
eyes, as each room transports 
you to a different location 
around the world: Panama, 
Australia and most importantly, 
Virginia Beach.

By Nathan Denny
Sun Correspondent

Hundreds of students 
are on their feet clap-
ping, cheering and show-
ing their enthusiasm for 
the sixth annual African 
American Male Summit, 
held recently at Land-
stown High School.

Nearly 800 students 
and parents attended, 
among them, Forman 
Simmons III, a Tallwood 
High School sophomore, 
who said the summit 
teaches the importance of 
personal encouragement 
and assertiveness, and of 
taking advantage of a free, 
public education.

“It’s about people 
coming together, building 
up your fellow brother, 
not tearing him down,” 
said Simmons.  “We need 
to take advantage of our 
education and make the 
right choices with the op-
portunities we are given.”

An annual event for 
African American males 
attending Virginia Beach 
high schools, the summit 
encourages personal and 
academic achievement 
through workshops, ex-
hibits, and motivational 
speakers.

Part of the 2008 Vir-
ginia Beach City Public 
Schools’ strategic plan, 
Compass to 2015, the 
objective closing the 
achievement gap is what 
led to the creation of the 
summit.

African American
male summit draws
800 to Landstown

School division working to close achievement gap for 
African American males and teach them the importance 

of staying in school and graduating

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
looked at data identify-
ing a disparity in the aca-
demic performance of Af-
rican American males in 
almost every subject area, 
at every grade level, when 
compared to their peers.  
In response, Assistant 
Superintendent Jobynia 
Caldwell, then principal 
at Tallwood High School, 
initiated the first African 
American Male Summit. 
The first summit, in 2008, 
was offered to Tallwood 
students. In following 
years, it began to grow.

Three years ago, the 
summit became a city-
wide event and is now a 
collaborative effort, which 
includes the division’s 
Department of School Ad-
ministration, the Office of 
Student Leadership, the 
Office of Equity Affairs, 
as well as representatives 
from each of the city’s 
high schools.  Eighth-
graders are now invited to 
the summits, and there are 

Please see African, Page  4

“This is a place 
where African Ame-
rican males can get 
information, share 
ideas and learn how 
they can benefit from 
their educational 
experience.” – Dr. 
Esther Monclova-
Johnson

Academy, 
advanced
program

deadline Feb. 1
The deadline for 

eighth grade students 
wishing to apply for en-
rollment in an academy or 
advanced academic pro-
gram is rapidly approach-
ing. Feb. 1 marks the last 
day applications will be 
accepted for the five high 
school academies and 
two advanced academic 
programs offered by Vir-
ginia Beach City Public 
Schools. 

Applications are cur-
rently being accepted 
for these schools-within-
schools that offer instruc-
tion in world languages, 
health sciences and even 
legal studies. 

Academy and Ad-
vanced Academic Pro-
grams accepting applica-
tions include:

Global Studies and 
World Languages Acad-
emy at Tallwood High

Please see Academy, Page 4

Elementary, 
middle school 
gifted program 
deadline Feb. 3

The deadline to sub-
mit student applications 
for Virginia Beach City 
Public School elementary 
and middle school gifted 
programs is Feb. 1. 

These programs in-
clude Old Donation Cen-
ter for elementary and 
Kemps Landing Magnet 
School for middle school. 
Also included is the 
Gifted Dance Education 
program for students in 
grades three through eight 
and the Gifted Visual 
Arts program for students 
in grades three through 
eight. 

Referrals are needed 
for these programs. To be-
gin the referral process, a 
parent information form 
and application must be 
completed and returned 
to the child’s school. The 
student will then be as-
signed a date for testing.

Please see Elementary, Page 4
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 literature, dance, film 
and music composition.  
This year’s theme is, “The 
Magic of a Moment.”

The state PTA coun-
cil, Burley said, has added 
a “Special Artist” cat-
egory, allowing those stu-
dents with special needs 
the option of entering at 
their grade level or enter-
ing in this new category. 

Earning her degree in 
Art from Chowan Univer-
sity, Murfreesboro, NC, 
Burley has a passion for 
the fine arts and appreci-
ates the importance that 
the Reflections program 
has on student creative 
expression.

“You should see the 
things these students cre-
ate, it’s phenomenal,” she 
said.  “It (Reflections) re-
ally pulls the creativity 
out of the kids and it’s a 
great way for them to ex-
press themselves.”

Burley is looking 
forward to the Feb. 21 
Reflections awards cer-
emonies, set for Green 
Run High School, where 
students will be honored 
whose contest entries 
placed at the district level 
and will advance to state 
competition.

Working with par-
ents, teachers and admin-
istrators for the last five 
years, Burley said, has 
been gratifying.

“We are fortunate 
that [division] Superinten-
dent James Merrill is very 
pro-PTA,” she said.  “The 
administration is always 
quick to come to us and 
ask about the input of the 
parents.”

When Burley’s not 
busy with the council or 

Say “Hello” to:  PTA council president, Jill Burley
running her garage-based 
hair salon, she enjoys 
crafting, baking and be-
ing with her family.  She 
and her husband of 23 
years, Bruce, live in the 
city’s North Landing sec-
tion and have two daugh-
ters. Camryn, 15, is part 
of Ocean Lakes High 
School’s Vo-Tech pro-
gram; and Colbie, 12, is 
part of Landstown Middle 
School’s Advanced Via 
Individual Determination 
(AVID) program.

Jill and Bruce first 
met at a Halloween party 
and three months later 
they married—on Friday 
the 13th. 

Bruce, who is retired 
from the military and now 
works for the govern-
ment, transformed their 
garage into a hair salon 
for his wife. Burley says 
that she has had many 
of her clients for more 
than twenty years. She 
also admits that she of-
ten uses her clientele as a  
recruiting base for the 
PTA—she has always 
been a big proponent of 
parent involvement.

“Jill is very devot-
ed and focused on the 
(school) children,” Si-
vertsen said.  “Not only 
is she a mom and an inde-
pendent business owner, 
she’s also a natural leader 
and always professional.”

The Virginia Beach 
Council of PTAs meets 
monthly on the second 
Tuesday.  The next one is 
set for Feb. 12.

Contact Jill Burley at 
4burleys@cox.net

Nathan Denny,  
757-748-2898, njdenny@
vt.edu. Camryn, 15 and Colbie, 12.

Virginia Beach Council PTA President, Jill Burley, with here husband, Bruce, and their two daughters, Colbie, on left and Camryn, on right.



The Best Chinese Cuisine 
in Virginia Beach!

1025 Independence Blvd.
(Haygood Shopping Center)

363-9806 • 363-9807

ORDER ONLINE:
www.ChinaKingHaygood.com

WE DELIVER 
Town Center, Aragona, Bayside, 

Pembroke, Shore Drive
Min $10 • $1.75 Extra Charge

OPEN HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10:30pm

Fri. & Sat. 11am-11pm
Sunday 12noon-10pm

$1 Off
Any Purchase of 

$10 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$3 Off
Any Purchase of 

$20 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$5 Off
Any Purchase of 

$30 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

Party Catering

$1999

Serves 6-8 People
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

CHICKEN WINGS

8pc. $3.95
12pc. $5.95
30pc. $13.99
50pc. $22.99
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

The Virginia Beach Sun - Page 3

The “Hot” Stuff – In case you missed it!
College Lakes, Great Neck MS among
city’s design awards program winners

The Virginia Beach Planning Commission has an-
nounced the winners of its 2012 Design Award Program, 
which encourages and formally recognizes creative and 
innovative development solutions in the build environ-
ment.  Honor awards were presented in the following 
categories:  Residential development, Erik Homes 73rd 
Street Duplex and Greenwich Village Apartments; Com-
mercial development, Regional Health Professions Cen-
ter at Tidewater Community College and Sentara Prin-
cess Anne Hospital; Rural development, Southern Fried 
Country Market; Industrial development, DAVCON, 
Inc.; Redevelopment, Russo Law Building; Strategic 
growth areas, Oceanaire; Sustainable development, Col-
lege Lakes Elementary School and Great Neck Middle 
School; and public facilities, Virginia Beach Animal Care 
and Adoption Center and the Virginia Beach Law En-
forcement Memorial.  A merit award for redevelopment 
was presented to Vintage Pointe. For more, Jonathan 
Sanders, 757-385-4621.

Virginia Beach native Gabby Douglas
is the AP Female Athlete of Year

In addition to being named the Associated Press’ 
2013 Female Athlete of the Year, Virginia Beach native 
and 2012 London Olympics’ two-time Gold Medalist 
Gabreille Douglas was also named the Women’s Sports 
Foundation’s Individual Sportswoman of the Year, at a re-
cently-held gala in New York.  Douglas, who won medals 
in the women’s team and individual all-around competi-
tions, left her Virginia Beach family in 2010 to train with 
renowned coach Liang Chow in West Des Moines, Iowa.  
The first American gymnast to win team and individual 
gold medals at the same Olympics, she plans to compete 
at the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. 

Landstown’s Paula Johnson named
Virginia asst. principal of the year

Paula Johnson, Landstown High School’s assistant 
principal, has been named the 2013 Outstanding Second-
ary School Assistant Principal of the Year, by the Virginia 
Association of Secondary School Principals.  A 24-year 
division veteran, she was cited for her extensive work 
in collaborative leadership and professional learning op-
portunities, her dedication to college readiness and her 
personification of personalization.  For more information 
about the award program call 804-335-2777.  

WELNET gives parent child’s
personal fitness and health data

A link to WELNET – the school division’s web-
based program that provides a report regarding physical 
fitness testing for students in grades four through 10 and 
elective physical education – can be found at the student’s 
home school’s website, as well as at vbschools.com.  For 
more, William Deck or Barbara Fuller, 757-263-1212.

Virginia Beach and its boardwalk
rank among the best in the nation

SuccessfulMeetings.com, a website dedicated to 
meeting and convention planners, has ranked the Resort 
City as fourth in the nation among the country’s top 10 
beach destinations.

It cited the city’s reputation for its boardwalk, kayak-
ing, hiking, swimming and its beaches.  The boardwalk 
was also listed as one of the nation’s top 10.  The city 
ranked ahead of Honolulu, Daytona Beach, San Diego 
and Key West.

HRC accepting nominations 
for Shropshire scholarship

The Virginia Beach Human Rights Commission is 
accepting applications for the first Helen P. Shropshire 
Human Rights Memorial Scholarship for high school stu-
dents.  

Applicants will be judged on community involve-
ment, academic achievement, citizenship, a written essay 
and two endorsement letters. The winner will be honored 
at the commission’s March 21 awards program and re-
ceive a $2,000 scholarship for books, tuition and other 
course-related fees.

Eligible participants must reside in the city, be a cur-
rent high school senior (public, private or home school), 
demonstrate an affinity for community service and con-
tribute to the promotion of human rights that benefit Vir-
ginia Beach residents.

Application forms must be submitted, along with 
the essay and endorsement letters, by Friday, Feb. 15 at 5 
p.m., to the Department of Human Resources, c/o Human 
Rights Commission, 2424 Courthouse Drive, Virginia 
Beach, VA, 23456; they may also be dropped off at the 
Municipal Center, Building 18, Room 106. Applications 
are also available at vbgov.com/hrc.  A lifetime educa-
tor and human rights advocate, Shropshire was one of 
the commission’s founding members.  For more, Bonnie 
Hall, 757-385-1158, blhall@vbgov.com. 

2013 homeless Point-in-Time count 
conducted; vols, staff canvas homeless

The city recently completed its annual “Point-in-
Time” count of people who are homeless in the city.  
During the 24-hour period when the count is conducted, 
teams of volunteers, some of the city’s non-profit partners 
and city staff members canvassed locations throughout 
the city where people who are without shelter are staying; 
and survey those living in emergency shelter or transition 
housing.  For more, Bill Dore, 757-385-5736, bfore@vb-
gov.com or visit vbgov.com/homelessness.

Correction

Jennifer McCarrel’s last name was misspelled in her 
byline on Page 1 of The Virginia Beach Sun’s Dec. 13 is-
sue.  She is a public relations coordinator for the school 
division.

Editorial Comment by Nathan Denny

VB is proud of its PTAs
It doesn’t take a teacher or a parent to recog-

nize that  parent-teacher associations (PTAs) are 
an important part of the schools, the community, 
and the city of Virginia Beach. Just listen to Jill 
Burley, president of the Virginia Beach Council of 
PTAs. The passion expressed in her words and her 
smile, when speaking about her commitment to the 
students and the schools, is enough to instill confi-
dence in anyone listening, regarding the motivation 
and aptitude of the PTA. She represents all parents 
who have a vested interest in the education of their 
children. The PTA has its hand in a long list of pro-
grams, events, and fundraisers, much of it behind 
the scenes, but the Reflections program alone is 
enough to commend the organization.  A fine arts 
competition for students, Reflections is, for many, 
seen as more than a contest. This outlet of personal 
expression produces some incredible work across 
the board—from the youngest elementary school 
students to high schoolers. Much time and effort 
on the part of the PTA goes into organizing this 
program, encouraging students to participate, and 
honoring those who do. With the dedication that the 
PTA shows for this single program in its long list 
of endeavors, it’s no wonder that Virginia Beach is 
proud of its PTAs, because they have the best inter-
est of our students in mind. 
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Continued from Page 1

also special sessions for parents.
“This is a place where African American males can 

get information, share ideas and learn how they can ben-
efit from their educational experience,” said Dr. Esther 
Monclova-Johnson, event organizer and director of the 
school division’s Office of Equity Affairs.  

The division promotes the summit at football games 
and through fliers, morning announcements and the so-
cial media, including Facebook, which was used to raise 
awareness for the first time.

The Summit opened with a speech from author and 
motivational speaker Marlon Smith, a University of Vir-
ginia graduate from Charlotte, NC, who seeks to empow-
er individuals with strategies for them to reach their full 
potentials. 

Summit participants went on to break into smaller 
groups, each one given the name of an historically black 
college or university. They were given time to explore 

We have created an online forum called Virtual Town 
Hall at www.VBgov.com/virtualtownhall where citizens 
can discuss budget issues and answer three questions. 
Your answers will help guide the city’s budget discus-
sions.

A special online tool lets residents spend a hypo-
thetical $500 to indicate their priorities for funding key 
areas of the budget. The tool also lets citizens offer their 
thoughts on other aspects of the budget. The results will 
be sent to the City Council and senior city staff, including 
the city manager. This Virtual Town Hall will close on 
March 1.

In two months, on March 26, City Manager James K. 
Spore will propose a combined city-and-schools budget 
for 2013-14. The City Council will then hold hearings, 
discuss the budget, make adjustments and approve a final 
budget on May 14. 

For the fifth year in a row, the city and schools face a 
projected shortfall, estimated at $46 million.  While this 
is large, the gap is about half of what it was a year ago. 
The gap is caused largely by factors outside the city’s 
control – rising expenses for health care and retirement, 
and declining revenues from real estate taxes and the 

Continued from Page 1 

School
Governor’s STEM & Technology Academy at Land-

stown High School
Health Sciences Academy at Bayside High School
International Baccalaureate Program at Princess 

Anne High School
Legal Studies Academy at First Colonial High School
Mathematics and Science Academy at Ocean Lakes 

The U.S. Green Building Council’s Center for Green 
Schools has named Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
as the Best School District in its annual Best of Green 
Schools list. This list highlights schools and districts from 
across the country that excel in creating healthy and high-
performing learning places.

“In Virginia Beach, we know innovative and sustain-
able learning environments spur our students’ success,” 
said Dr. James G. Merrill, superintendent of Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools. “Creating and maintaining 
this type of environment is paramount to this division’s 
success both in the classroom and in raising future gen-
erations of environmentally responsible consumers.” 

In Virginia Beach, current LEED (Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design) projects total more than 

Elementary, middle school gifted program deadline is February 3

the exhibit hall, which included display booths from col-
leges, businesses and the armed forces.

In addition, summit attendees participated in class-
room sessions covering topics such as financial literacy, 
“brother-to-brother” sessions, “cyber sense,” parental 
involvement and involvement in the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association.  Some of the sessions were student-
led.

Prior to this year’s summit, a group of more than 100 
African American Virginia Beach high school students 
participated in a leadership retreat at Landstown High 
School, where they were trained on facilitating and lead-
ership skills, in advance of the summit.

Following the classroom sessions, students and par-
ents reconvened in the auditorium for a closing session, 
featuring WAVY TV 10’s news anchor, Don Roberts, who 
used rapping and visual demonstrations within his emo-
tionally uplifting address to convey his message that our 
actions shape our future.

At the summit’s conclusion, a banner was displayed, 

state. Half the gap is for city operations such as police, 
libraries, road maintenance and parks. The City Council 
must close this gap and balance the budget.

The first step in the city’s budget preparation is a 
5-Year Forecast, prepared in November, which discusses 
trends in city revenues, expenses and general economic 
conditions. It is available here. For more information on 
the budget, visit www.VBgov.com/budget.  

which every young man had signed as a commitment to 
graduate from high school.  Printed on the banner, sur-
rounded by the many signatures, was the simple message:  
“Believe in You. Graduate.” 

“This is just not a morning event – it is a movement,” 
said Caldwell.  “It’s about transforming knowledge into 
action and the first action is to graduate from high school.  
This will lead to many other great things in your life.”

Planned each year around the birthday of late civil 
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the summit also 
serves as a celebration of his life and work. 

“My biggest hope is that this will continue to 
grow,” said Monclova-Johnson. “We want to show these  
students that the schools, the teachers and the community 
all care about their success.  That’s why the summit was 
initiated; we want to see them grow.”  For more informa-
tion, contact the Office of Equity Affairs,757-263-1529, 
esther.monclova-johnson@vbschools.com .

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njdenny@vt.edu.

Virtual Town Hall is an online citizen engagement 
tool, launched in December as part of www.VBgov.com.  
City staff will update it periodically to encourage citizen 
discussion of important issues. A forum on the proposed 
arena just ended, and another on a proposed dog park at 
Bayville Farms Park is still open.

Catheryn Whitesell, (757) 385-8234, CWhitese@vb-
gov.com

African American male summit draws 800 to Landstown
School division working to close achievement gap for African American males and teach them the importance of staying in school and graduating

Share your thoughts on the city budget – online

High School
Visual and Performing Arts Academy at Salem High 

School
Students interested in attending one of the academy 

programs and/or advanced academic programs are re-
quired to submit an application. Some programs require 
portfolios, entrance exams or an audition. All required 
components of the student application, including the 
signed student forms, parent forms, teacher recommen-
dations and program requirements must be turned into the 

1.5 million square feet of LEED building space. VBCPS 
currently also has 23 Energy Star schools totaling 2.4 
million square feet of building space. While overall divi-
sion-wide square footage has increased to more than 10 
million square feet, VBCPS utility costs have decreased. 
Additionally, since September 2008, the school division 
has diverted more than 5,000 tons of recyclable material 
from the waste stream. 

“Year after year, we at the Center for Green Schools 
continue to be blown away by the ingenuity and innova-
tion of communities across the country and around the 
world,” said Rachel Gutter, director of the Center for 
Green Schools at USGBC. “In these challenging eco-
nomic times, we’ve seen out of need spring an even more 
impressive commitment on the part of schools, commu-

school guidance counselor by the Feb. 1 deadline. Ap-
plications are available at all Virginia Beach middle and 
high schools and the division website at vbschools.com 
under Curriculum. Applications may be turned in to the 
student’s guidance office or to the appropriate program 
coordinator for those students not attending Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools. 

For more information, contact the Office of Instruc-
tional Services and Academy Programs at 757-263-1429.

nities and leaders to make the places where our children 
learn healthy and safe, while putting money back into the 
classrooms where it belongs.”

VBCPS also has developed programs encouraging 
sustainable practices including creating outdoor teach-
ing gardens in 62 schools and has identified a Sustainable 
School Liaison program so each school has a passionate 
environmental advocate for programming. In addition, 
this past fall, the school division was a co-sponsor of the 
first Hampton Roads Sustainable Living Expo.

For more information about Virginia Beach’s sus-
tainability efforts, visitwww.vbschools.com/greenschools

Lauren Wicks, 757-263-1234,  lauren.wicks@vb-
schools.com

Academy, advanced program deadline is February 1

VBCPS named best school district by U.S. Green  
Building Council’s Center for “green” schools

Continued from Page 1

 The Gifted Dance Education program will require 
each student applicant to audition for acceptance. 

Testing will be scheduled for mid to late February in 

the student’s school. The school will notify parents of the 
scheduled test dates. 

Applications and additional information can be found 
on the school division website under curriculum at vb-
schools.com. For more information, call 757-263-1405.

Nothing shines like The Virginia Beach Sun!
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Architectural Graphics Inc. purchases 156,450 
square-feet building to consolidate and expand

AvalonBay to add 85 new jobs to company payroll 

By Scott Hall and Cindy Mackey

Architectural Graphics, Inc. (AGI) has purchased 
2820 Crusader Circle, comprising 156,450 square feet of 
industrial space in Virginia Beach, for $5.5 million. This 
strategic building acquisition, located in Oceana West 
Corporate Park, consolidates more than 100,000 square 
feet of space the company currently leases in multiple 
locations throughout the city. The additional space also 
allows the company to expand its manufacturing opera-
tions. 

Architectural Graphics was founded in 1969. The 
headquarters, since 1987, is located at 2655 International 
Parkway in Virginia Beach. The company provides archi-
tectural interior and exterior sign systems, design, main-
tenance, imaging and installation. Other locations are in 
Atlanta and Knoxville. 

The company plans to invest an additional $4.35 mil-
lion in the Crusader Circle property in building improve-
ments, new business property, and machinery and tools.  

“This consolidation allows the company to create 
efficiencies in our operations, and the additional space 
will be used to expand and add new manufacturing capa-
bilities,” said James Raynor, chief operating officer. “We 
opened our search for this new facility to other opportu-
nities in Georgia, but we are very pleased to remain and 

By Scott Hall and Cindy Mackey

AvalonBay Communities, Inc., an Alexandria, Va.-
based company and one of the nation’s leading real estate 
investment trusts, announced plans to expand its Cor-
porate Shared Services Center that opened in Virginia 
Beach in 2007. The company’s expansion will increase 
its current office space by 17,509 square feet to a total of 
39,700 square feet at 2901 Sabre St. 

The expansion will also allow the company to in-
crease the number of jobs in the city by 85 to a total of 
235, with a combined payroll of $7.6 million.   

“AvalonBay’s Virginia Beach location provides vital 
financial and management support for its apartment com-
munities across the country,” said Warren Harris, director 
of Virginia Beach Economic Development. “It has made 
a significant investment in our city not only in terms of its 

grow in Virginia Beach.” 
“Architectural Graphics is one of our longest cor-

porate citizens in Oceana West Corporate Park,” said 
Warren Harris, director of Virginia Beach Economic De-
velopment.  “We are pleased to see its national customer 
base expand from operations here in Virginia Beach. Ad-
vanced manufacturing is a major target industry sector 
for the city, and this expansion will bring 125 new jobs to 
Virginia Beach.”

The Virginia Beach Development Authority has 
awarded the company an Economic Development In-
vestment Program grant of $500,000 based on the com-
pany’s capital investment. The new location is within the 
Accident Potential Zone-1 (APZ-1) of Naval Air Station 
Oceana and qualifies for economic development incen-
tives through the YesOceana program. The innovative 
program moves non-conforming businesses out of APZ-1 
and recruits businesses that meet zoning and conformity 
specifications into the area.  

The YesOceana program was established in response 
to the Base Realignment and Closure Commission’s rec-
ommendation to close NAS Oceana in 2005. It is the only 
program of its kind in the country, and YesOceana now 
serves as a model for other localities facing problems 
with encroachment around air installations.  The program 
recently received its second national award in three years, 

physical size, but also in its investment to hire and train a 
very competent workforce.” 

The company was awarded an Economic Develop-
ment Investment Program grant of $25,000 based on the 
capital investment anticipated with the expansion of $1.4 
million, in addition to the number of new jobs. 

“We are very excited to expand our operations here,” 
said Steve Fabian, vice president of AvalonBay. “We 
have had tremendous success in Virginia Beach since we 
opened the Customer Care Center in 2007.  In particular, 
we have been able to identify and attract quality talent to 
grow our operations. This expansion represents our on-
going commitment to the Virginia Beach area.  We have 
also significantly benefitted from our partnership with the 
Virginia Beach Department of Economic Development, 
which has assisted us every step of the way.”

AvalonBay’s office is in the Oceana West Cor porate 

as Mayor William D. Sessoms, Jr. was named the 2012 
Elected Official of the Year by the Association of Defense 
Communities. Virginia Beach was previously named Ac-
tive Base Community of the Year by the association in 
2010.

The mission of the Virginia Beach Department of 
Economic Development is to attract and retain national 
and international business and industry that results in the 
creation of new capital investment and jobs that increase 
the per capita income in the community. The City of Vir-
ginia Beach is the most populous city in the Common-
wealth of Virginia with a population of 434,000 and is the 
39th largest city in the United States. The City of Virginia 
Beach is recognized as the best run cities in America, by 
24/7 Wall Street in 2012, and in 2011, Virginia Beach 
ranked number one for economic growth potential by 
Business Facilities. In 2012, the Department of Economic 
Development received re-accreditation through the Inter-
national Economic Development Council, one of only 
29 economic development organizations in the world to 
have this recognition. In 2011, the Department won an 
Award of Excellence for its marketing efforts from the 
International Economic Development Council. For more 
information, visit www.yesvirginiabeach.com. 

Scott Hall (757) 385-6464, schall@vbgov.com
Cindy Mackey (757) 754-4553, cindy@thinkotto.com

Park, with a mix of more than 7 million square feet of 
office, light industrial, retail, service and hotel develop-
ment.  

AvalonBay Communities, Inc. is a real estate invest-
ment trust focused on developing, redeveloping, acquir-
ing and managing high-quality apartment communities in 
high barrier-to-entry markets of the United States. These 
markets are in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Pacific North-
west, Northern California and Southern California. As of 
Sept. 30, the company owned or held a direct or indirect 
ownership interest in 205 apartment communities com-
prising 60,101 apartment homes in nine states and the 
District of Columbia, of which 22 communities were un-
der construction and seven communities were under re-
construction. For more information, visit avalonbay.com. 

Scott Hall (757) 385-6464, schall@vbgov.com
Cindy Mackey (757) 754-4553, cindy@thinkotto.com
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Back then he was into cars and surfing. 
“I wanted to give vehicles their own personalized 

touch,” he said.
That’s what started the transition from the influence 

of artist Ed “Big Daddy” Roth’s Rat Fink airbrush style 
to becoming a surfboard airbrusher for Wave Riding 
Vehicles surf shop when it was still on Norfolk Avenue.  

Even now, as a Virginia Beach resident of over 30 
years, Obermeyer decks out his Dodge Caravan with a 
customized airbrushed wave. 

“I did airbrushing for over 20 years,” he said.
Some times it was for Hotline Surf Shop or 17th 

Street Surf Shop, but either way, Obermeyer established 
his name in the local surf culture. 

“I wanted to surround myself,” he said, “with 
colorful characters like Ivan Trent,” son of Hawaiian 
surf legend Buzzy Trent. 

As a surfer and painter, Obermeyer embraces the 
cultures he experienced, collecting surf wisdom over 
the years.

Former Teacher

It’s no surprise Obermeyer took such wisdom to 
teach Kemp’s Landing, Salem, and Larkspur Middle 
Schools for 30 years, followed by Ocean Lakes High 
School advanced placement art, sculpture, and art 
foundations for four more years.

“I always knew I was gonna be an art teacher,” he 
said. “I created lessons around student interest, within 
the curriculum, of course.” 

As a teacher, Obermeyer learned even more about 
art culture in order to teach it, and as a result, teaching 
inspired his own art. 

“I was able to capture reality perfectly,” said 
Obermeyer. 

But that wasn’t enough. 
Mexican artist Alfredo Arreguin turned Obermeyer 

to pattern painting, where one starts with a dark base 
and in a push-pull brush technique, moves to lighter 
colors, revealing the image. 

The style demands extreme attention to detail, 
something Obermeyer was familiar with from his 
autocross racing membership in Tidewater Sports Car 
Club of America. 

With his commitment to detail and culture, 
Obermeyer funded a trip to Australia to learn about 
aboriginal art to teach to students and staff. 

“I found my voice in Australia as a Post Aboriginal 
Modernist Painter,” he said.

As a professional artist and surfer, Obermeyer 
seizes every opportunity to do what he loves.

“I always find a way to make journeys part of 
business,” he said. “Every surf trip is a business trip.”

It is on those journeys that Obermeyer photographs 
sources of inspiration for his work or brings along 
paintings to share and sell. 

Obermeyer really appreciates the diversity of 
people he’s come in contact with over the years as 
they’ve always had so much culture to add to his life. 

“Appreciate people for who they are,” he said. “Be 
thankful for everything you have. Keep the cup half 
full.” 

Each painting serves as a portal to one of Ed 
Obermeyer’s many stories. 

“Art is a story,” he said.

Contact Ed Obermeyer at edobermeyer@cox.net 
or visit his website, http://www.edobermeyer.com for 
more info.

Carlo Sciortino, rocketxkai@gmail.com

In The Sunshine:  Artist Ed Obermeyer – From airbrush to blue squirrel hair

Local surf art legend, Ed Obermeyer, strives for perfection in his aboriginal style; used to teach  
at Kemp’s Landing, Salem and Larkspur middle schools; and Ocean Lakes High School

Ed Obermeyer at work in his home studio.  (Photos by Carlo Sciortino)

Original artwork of dogs, Rusty and Raven, by Ed.Ed Obermeyer showing off one of his many didgeridoos.

Ed Obermeyer in his studio, having fun modeling his collection of blue squirrel hair brushes.

Ed Obermeyer’s in-home art studio.Ed Obermeyer’s realistic paintings displayed around his house.

Photos by Carlo Sciortino


