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City Council oks lease for $20 million Camp Grom
Camp Grom is for special needs children and military veterans; some local residents expressed concerns

By Nathan Denny

Staff Writer

Imagine a brand new camp in the city, 
one designed to provide new recreational 
opportunities for special needs children 
and military veterans.

Such a camp is on the drawing board 
and may become a reality now that city 
council voted 10-0 to approve a  lease for 
the camp.

The Virginia Gentleman’s Founda-
tion (VGF) has plans 
to build JT’s Grom-
met Inland, known 
as “Camp Grom,” an 
outdoor recreational 
and activities site for 
special needs children 
and disabled veter-
ans. City Council has to approve the plan 
before building can begin.  At a recent 
council meeting, a public hearing was 
held allowing all interested parties an op-
portunity to tell their opinions to council 
members on the project.  

The VGF-funded $20 million “ad-

venture camp” includes a man-made 
lake, hiking trails, a ropes course, pools, 
gymnasiums and a water park. It would 
be an extension of the Grommet Island 
playground built by the foundation at 2nd 
street at the oceanfront.

Ross Viera, chairman, the Virginia 
Gentlemen Foundation, spoke at the hear-
ing on behalf of the organization.

“We endeavor to enrich the lives of 
children with special needs, our wounded 
veterans and families of our fallen heroes, 

with a world-class fa-
cility, Camp Grom,” 
he said. “The camp 
will foster lifetime 
special memories that 
no other place can of-
fer today.”

The camp’s pro-
posed site is on city-

owned land on Prosperity Road, off 
Birdneck Road and near General Booth 
Boulevard. This location was chosen be-
cause of its proximity to Oceana NAS 
and Dam Neck Naval Base, familiar areas 
for many area veterans and close to the 

oceanfront and its seasonal visitors.
Other speakers addressed the council 

in support of the camp and urged council 
members to approve leasing the city land 
to the VGF for development.

Concern, however, was expressed by 

residents of the Birdneck Lake neighbor-
hood, a Virginia Beach community set be-
tween General Booth Blvd and Prosperity 
Road—bordering the proposed site for 

In the “Sunshine”: The Yoder Family – 
Owners of Heritage Amish Furniture

Owners, Alva and Susan Yoder and their family 
members proud to sell American-made furniture 

By Nathan Denny

Staff Writer

At one end of the nostalgic 
Countryside Shoppes is a furniture 
shop unlike any in the city. Heritage 
Amish Furniture, as the name sug-
gests, sells custom Amish furniture 
that is built to last for generations.

A bright and modern showroom 
has models of custom pieces at ev-
ery turn, each one set up as if it were 
already in a home. Traditional pieces 
are juxtaposed with more contempo-
rary ones in a surprisingly seamless 
and natural transition between the 
old and the new.

Alva and Susan Yoder, both 58, 
are the owners of Heritage Amish 
Furniture, which has been a mainstay 
in old-style commerce in Virginia 
Beach for 11 years. 

Gloria Yoder is the daughter-in-
law of Alva and Susan. She married 
their son Vincent last year and is now 
a part of the family business.

“The Yoders have seven chil-
dren,” Gloria said. “All of them live 
in the area and many of them are 
involved in running the business, 
working in sales or deliveries.”

Alva and Susan were both born 
in Georgia and both had family in 
the Virginia Beach area. Alva is the 
grandson of one of the Yoder broth-
ers, Eli and Elmer - two Amish dairy 
farmers who lived in Kempsville, 
who started Yoder Dairies back in 
1929, an iconic establishment in the 
Virginia Beach area for many years. 

After being married in 1976, 

Alva and Susan moved to Virginia 
Beach in 1979.

Alva, a businessman, saw a con-
sumer market here in the city. With 
no other place to fi nd Amish fur-
niture, and both having roots in the 
Amish community, Alva and Susan 
opened Heritage Amish Furniture. It 
began at a location on Virginia Beach 
Boulevard, but four years ago moved 
to its current location on Dam Neck 
Road at the Farmer’s Market.

Now, daughters Mary Beth, 
Kristi, Heather, and Jessica, son Vin-
cent, and daughter-in-law Gloria all 
contribute to their parents’ store.

“The quality is what really sets it 
apart,” Gloria said of their furniture. 
“It is solid wood, there is no particle 
board like some furniture has. Each 
piece is hand-crafted and custom 
built and the furniture lasts for gen-
erations.”

There are no factories or mass produc-

 Boy Scouts
turning taters
into good food

80,000 pounds harvested
for  food banks, charities

By Nathan Denny

Staff Writer

C h e c k 
this:  80,000 
pounds of 
spuds. 

T h a t ’ s 
approximate-
ly 36 tons 
of ‘taters – 
equal to the 
weight of 
two Mack 
trucks, fi ve 
adult elephants or three of the King Nep-
tune statues from the oceanfront.

That is also the amount of potatoes 
that were bagged last month by hundreds 
of boy scouts from Virginia Beach and all 
over Virginia in a service project aimed at 
feeding the hungry.

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Tide-
water Council recently hosted the annual 
Southern Region Section 7A Conclave for 
Scouting’s national honor society, the Or-
der of the Arrow. The event was hosted by 
the Blue Heron Lodge and took place in 
Surry County, Va.

Working in collaboration with the 
Society of St. Andrew, scouts and scout 
leaders from across Virginia took time 
during the conclave to provide a service 
to those in need. The “Potato and Produce 
Project” salvages loads of potatoes that 
are rejected by the commercial market, 
mostly due to aesthetic imperfections. 
The project keeps the potatoes out of the 
landfi lls, and instead gives them to vari-

VB Sun Lines
Community and School News Making 
Headlines Across the Resort City. Cour-
tesy contact phone numbers are provided 
at the end of each news brief.

Grant Information:  The Virginia Beach 
School Board has received information 
on the federal grants for which the school 
division intends to apply.  Call 757-263-
1070.

Zano Honored:  Rick Zano, a Princess 
Anne High School history and govern-
ment teacher, was one of 12 fi nalists se-
lected to compete in the 4th Annual Top 
Teacher Search sponsored by ABC-TV’s 
morning show Live with Kelly and Mi-
chael.  Call 757-468-5600.

Absentee Voting:  Tuesday, June 4 is the 
last day absentee voting ballot applica-
tions may be received by mail by the Vir-
ginia Beach Voter Registrar.  June 8 is the 
last day absentee ballot applications may 
be made in-person.  Call Voter Registrar 
Donna Patterson at 757-385-8683.

Housing Study:  The Hampton Roads 
Community Foundation has presented 
a study of the Virginia Beach Housing 
Crisis Response System to City Council.  
The study intends to provide city offi cials 
with a guide for creating an improved sys-
tem in order to do a better job of helping 
the homeless.  Call 757-385-5752.

Brewington Selected:  The Educational 
Theatre Association’s governing board 
has selected the school division’s fi ne 
arts coordinator, John Brewington, as one 
of three national recipients of the asso-
ciation’s National Administrator’s Award.  
He will receive the award at the 2013 In-
ternational Thespian Festival June 24 to 
29 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  
Call 757-263-1234.

Susan and Alva Yoder

Please see “Roots,” Page 2
Please see “Camp” Page 3

“Birdneck Lake residents do 

not oppose a Grom island park 

development,” one speaker said.  

“Our opposition is .  .  . to develop 

the park within a preservation 

wetland area.”

Please see “Sun,” Page 4

Please see “Camp,” Page 4

 Artistic Creations
Art Gallery & Classroom

4425 Shore Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

757-363-3464

Jeff Bobrow

Virginia Beach Sun
Virginia Beach’s Hometown Newspaper

The .com

3-Week Beach Weather Watch
The extended Virginia Beach oceanfront 

weather forecast calls for seasonal temperatures and 

tropical weather  patterns in the Resort City for the 

three-week period of May 30 to June 20, with highs 

reaching near 100.  On-and-off rain storms and 

gusty winds are also expected.  Flag Day is June 14.  

Father’s Day is June 16.  Summer begins June 21.

Smoothies • Fresh Live Juice • Ionized Alkaline Water • Custom Blends Ice PopsSmoothies • Fresh Live Juice • Ionized Alkaline Water • Custom Blends Ice Pops

3877 Holland Rd, Ste 418, Virginia Beach • 757-6822 (Located Next to Planet Fitness)3877 Holland Rd, Ste 418, Virginia Beach • 757-6822 (Located Next to Planet Fitness)
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VOTED BEST THAI FOODVOTED BEST THAI FOOD

THAI PAN RESTAURANTTHAI PAN RESTAURANT
VIRGINIA BEACHVIRGINIA BEACH

3497 Holland Road #1013497 Holland Road #101
Virginia Beach, VA 23452Virginia Beach, VA 23452

CARRY OUT – DINE-IN – DELIVERYCARRY OUT – DINE-IN – DELIVERY
(Delivery Area Limited - $20.00 Minimum)(Delivery Area Limited - $20.00 Minimum)

Monday - Thursday:  11 am to 12 amMonday - Thursday:  11 am to 12 am
Friday, Saturday & Sunday: 12 pm to 2 amFriday, Saturday & Sunday: 12 pm to 2 am

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Live Music Friday & Saturday 6 pm - 9 pmLive Music Friday & Saturday 6 pm - 9 pm
Live Band Friday & Saturday 9 am - 2 amLive Band Friday & Saturday 9 am - 2 am

Karaoke Wednesday & Thursday after 9 pmKaraoke Wednesday & Thursday after 9 pm

757-340-1450757-340-1450

50% OFF
Carry-Out & Dine-In Only

Buy 1 Entree
(at Regular Price)

Get 2nd Entrée
(of equal or lesser value)

Thai Pan Restaurant
3497 Holland Road Suite 101

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
Does not include gratuity or alcohol. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

15%

OFF
Entire Food Bill

Carry-Out & Dine-In Only

Thai Pan Restaurant
3497 Holland Road Suite 101

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
Does not include gratuity or alcohol. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

$7.95
Lunch Special
Choose 1 Lunch Entree 

& Choice of Soup or 
Spring Roll

Monday - Friday 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Thai Pan Restaurant
3497 Holland Road Suite 101

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
Does not include gratuity or alcohol. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

tion when it comes to this furniture. The 
builders for Heritage are located in Ohio 
and Indiana, each specializing in certain 
pieces. The Yoders will help customers 
pick out the style, the type of wood and 
the dimensions they would like for their 
piece, then send for it to be custom-made 
by Amish builders.

Heritage Amish has furniture for just 
about every room. The extensive show-
room displays beds, tables, desks, chairs, 

dining sets, cabinets and dressers of many 
styles and woods.

The immediate members of the Yo-
der family are not the only ones running 
a business. Cousins of 
the Yoders own and 
operate the Heritage 
Amish Bakery, also 
located at the Coun-
tryside Shoppes, just 
around the corner from 
the furniture shop.

Although Gloria 
is still new to the business, it did not take 
long for her to realize the unique quality 

that the business offered its customers.
“When I fi rst started, I didn’t really 

understand the value of this furniture,” 
she said. “I’ve enjoyed learning about 

the process, helping 
customers pick out ex-
actly what they want 
and ultimately sell-
ing something that is 
American-made.”

The Amish, a 
subgroup of the Men-
nonite Church, who 

are known for simple living and a disincli-
nation to implement modern technology 

into their lives, have the greatest popula-
tions in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Indiana. 
Amish furniture fi rst gained popularity in 
the 1920s and has the distinction of being 
of the highest quality.

The Yoders show their pride in their 
Amish roots through their business. Glo-
ria says that running the shop keeps the 
family busy, but they are very family-ori-
ented and enjoy spending time together.

For more information, visit www.
heritageamish.com

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu. 

Continued from Page 1

“I’ve enjoyed learning about 

the process, helping customers 

pick out exactly what they want 

and ultimately selling them 

something that is American-

made.” – Gloria Yoder

Roots go back to 
Yoder Dairies

The Yoder family at a family celebration

The Virginia Beach Sun - Page 2

In the “Sunshine” - The Yoder Family

Jenny Wong
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Great California
Style Mexican Food

3619 Pacific Ave., Virginia Beach, VA 23451 (757)  417-3970
738 W. 22nd St. Suite 15, Norfolk, VA 23517  (757) 961-4673

www.pelonsbajagrill.com

Free parking • Kids Menu • Open Daily • Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour Food & Drink Specials 3-6pm Daily

$2 Tacos
& Brews

Wednesdays 
6pm-9pm

Both Locations

Famous Fish TacosFamous Fish Tacos

5200 Fairfield Shopping Center, Virginia Beach, VA 23464

www.frankiesribs.com 

  (757) 495-RIBS
Call For Take-Out
Best ribs in town!

ous benevolent organizations for distribu-
tion.

Jeff Bobrow, the Associate Lodge 
Advisor for the Blue Heron Lodge, 
helped coordinate the project, along with 
the scout youth leader, Preston Marquis.

“We were expecting somewhere 
around 500 to volunteer,” Bobrow said, 
“but about 781 showed up on Saturday 
morning.

The service took most of the day 
on Saturday, April 27, when from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., scouts took the gleaned pota-
toes that had been brought to a fi eld and 
packed them into ten pound bags. The age 
of the volunteers spanned from around 13 
to 70 years old.

Once the potatoes were bagged, 
they were loaded onto various trucks and 
buses, which delivered them to specifi c 
shelters, food banks, and churches. Sixty 

different organizations showed up with 
transportation to help deliver the food.

“In the end, there was basically noth-
ing left in the fi eld,” Bobrow said. “It 
was a huge undertaking and they all did 
a great job.”

Some research following the project 
showed that based on the calorie count, 
the amount of potatoes that the scouts 
helped deliver to the hungry was enough 
to feed the entire population of Surry 
County for two-and-a-half days.

According to Bobrow, they are hop-
ing to make large-scale service projects a 
traditional at all future conclaves. They 
are already planning for next year’s, 
which will take place in the Shenandoah 
area.

One of the monikers of the Order of 
the Arrow is “The Brotherhood of Cheer-
ful Service.” Service to others is at the 
core of this fraternity’s value system and 

this latest project is just one example of 
the “cheerful service” in which the Order 
of the Arrow steeps itself. 

“It’s important that the scouts walk 
away from this with the feeling that, even 
though a 10-pound bag is just a small por-
tion, it makes a difference and it changes 
a life,” Bobrow said. “Cheerful service is 
a good way of life. It has an impact on all 
of us in a good way.”

Established in 1911, the Tidewater 

Council is the 5th oldest Boy Scout coun-
cil in the country. It serves the south side 
Hampton Roads cities of Virginia Beach, 
Norfolk, Chesapeake and Portsmouth, as 
well as several counties in Northeastern 
North Carolina.

For more information on the Tidewa-
ter Council BSA, visit www.tidewaterbsa.
com or email tide596bsa@aol.com

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu.

Scouts turn taters into good food

Continued from Page 1

Preston Marquis provides instruction. (Photo by Nathan Denny)

The Virginia Beach Sun - Page 3

Boy Scouts

FABRIC CARE  
DRY CLEANER  

& TAILOR
1253 Nimmo Parkway #113

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

757 563 9008

Household, Comforters,
Dresses & Winter Clothes 
Special up to $100

Special20% off Self Storage

“Store Your Business With Us”
www. selfstorage.com
6 locations in Virginia Beach

Multi-Size Units
Standard and Climate Units
Available In Various Sizes
Packing Supplies & Boxes Available
One-Stop Shopping
Credit Cards Accepted
Month to Month Leases

Bundle Includes:

Rent
AAAA Protection for up to $2000
Administration FeeBundle Special

$35
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Gantt Teacher of the Year:  Carrie Gantt, 
a Princess Anne High School English 
teacher, has been named as the city’s 2014 
Citywide Teacher of the Year.  Call 757-
263-1234.

Free Library at Kemps Landing:  Kemps 
Landing Magnet School’s National Junior 
Honor Society, along with neighboring 
Pembroke Elementary School, recently 
opened the community-oriented “Little 
Free Library” in Kemps Landing’s cafete-
ria.  Call 757-263-1201.

Mount Trashmore Carnival:  The Mount 
Trashmore Summer Carnival, with more 
than 50 rides, will be running through 
June 26.  Free admission and parking.  
There are charges for the rides.  Call 757-
385-1100.

Seatack Open House:  The Joseph V. 
Grimstead Sr., Seatack Community Rec-
reation Center will hold an open house 
on Monday, June 17 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Refreshments will be served.  The 
22,000-square-foot center is within walk-
ing distance of Lands End Condomini-
ums, Salt Marsh Point, Seatack and Shad-
owlawn.  Call 757-437-4845.

Cox HS Senior Concert:  The Cox High 
School Choral Department recently pre-
sented “A Senior Spotlight Concert,” fea-
turing Cindy Forbes, choral director; Lou 
Ann Meade, accompanist; and Dr. Randi 
Riesbeck, principal.  Food was collected 
for the local food bank.

Timberlake Beautifi ed:  The Virginia 
Beach Clean Community Commission, 
with help from Virginia Beach Public 
Works Waste Management, recently com-
pleted its fi rst helping hands project.  Thir-
teen high school seniors, plus chaperones, 
from a private high school in Delaware, 
worked together to beautify a Timberlake 
neighborhood.  Call 757-385-3855.

Camp Grom.
The wooded property is composed of 

mostly wetlands, and many nearby resi-
dents worry about the community envi-
ronmental impact that would result from 
developing that land, as well as other 
fi nancial impacts – such as potentially 
lower home and property values. One 26-
year Birdneck Lake resident expressed 
her opinion to council.

“Birdneck Lake residents do not op-
pose a Grom inland park development,” 
she said. “Our opposition is to the desire 

of the Virginia Gentlemen Foundation to 
develop the park within a preservation 
wetland area.”

The speaker offered several alternate 
locations nearby, such further down Bird-
neck Road, near the Motor World prop-
erty, for the camp that would not compro-
mise any of the city’s wetland areas.

The residents of Birdneck Lake also 
want more information on the infrastruc-
ture that will be included in the develop-
ment of this camp.

“We are concerned that the creation 
of this large manmade lake could affect 
water levels and water quality in our own 
Birdneck Lake,” one speaker said. “We 
are also concerned about noise. Noise 
travels back in those woods. What are the 

hours of the camp? The same with light-

ing. Will there be poled lighting in the 

camp?”

Residents also asked council to be 

notifi ed of, and involved in, all future 

meetings concerning the camp.

City council has not made a decision 

on the Prosperity Road property, but has 

given the VGF approval to move forward 

with the planning of the project.

For more information on the pro-

posed camp  visit www.vagentlemen.com

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-

ny@vt.edu. 

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1

VB Sun Lines Camp Grom

Bracelets made for Nicaraguans
By Frances Scott
Bayside Middle School

Kids in Virginia Beach are helping kids 
in Nicaragua, one bracelet at-a-time.  
The Green Teens environmental club 
at Bayside Middle School is selling 
hand-woven items from a fair-trade, 
non-profi t group in Nicaragua.  Each 
item is unique in design and signed 
by its artists – Maya Mam, Silva Jose, 
Farid, Geraldine and others.  Their pic-
tures appear on the tag with the Pulsera 
Project web site. “Pulsera” is Spanish 
for “bracelet.” These personalized tags 
remind the Green Teens that their fun-

draiser will benefi t the “Street Kids of 
Nicaragua,” a program that puts home-
less children into youth shelters where 
they can be fed and educated.  Former 
“street kids” weave about half of the 
brightly-colored bracelets; others are 
made by adults in a cooperative that 
guarantees a fair wage for labor.  “No 
two are alike,” said Susan Burke, li-
brary media assistant, “so you can’t 
buy just one.”  Burke has already 
bought three bracelets and, like many 
faculty members, she plans to shop for 
more.  “The kids are very happy about 
how much money they are making for 
the Nicaraguans,” said Jessica Johnson, 
seventh-grade science teacher and club 

sponsor.  After the fundraising ended, 
all remaining profi ts were for environ-
mental projects at Bayside.   The club 
recently collected potato chip bags 
from the lunch room to help the Virgin-
ia Aquarium Stranding Response Team; 
and it also participated in four clean-up 
events with the city’s Project Green 
Teams.  Pictured above:  Alan Aguilar 
and Christina Le, both seventh-grade 
members of the Green Teens, model 
the Pulsera bracelets.  Seventh-grade 
science teachers Jessica Johnson and 
Susan Proffi tt examine some of the 
bracelets.

Students create practical inventions

By Frances Scott

Bayside Middle School

Eighth-graders Nia Donawa and 
Ayanna Garvin made a sales pitch for 
their “Refl ection Perfection” invention, 
which is a smart dressing room mirror.  If 
their invention was in a department store, 
a customer could walk into the dressing 
and pick clothing from a touch screen.  In 
3D, they would see how an item fi t with-
out ever taking it off a coat hanger.  Not 
only would their invention please cus-
tomers, they said, but it would also speed 
up picking out clothes and reduce theft.  
Their imaginary invention garnered them 
$400 from investors in the “Swimming 
with Sharks” project at our school.  Matt 

Scott, a civics teacher, turned econom-
ics into an entrepreneurial experience by 
having groups of students create a busi-
ness and product.  Armed with a business 
profi le, marketing plan and either sche-
matics or a prototype, students visited 
teachers to make their sales pitch and fi nd 
investors.  One team had fl oor samples to 
show off their cleaning product; another 
had business cards and a menu for Sweet 
Treats Retreats, a bakery for people with 
special dietary needs.  Other inventions 
offered a look into the future:  A hover 
skateboard, a hologram watch, iPhone 
earrings and a single machine that washes 
and dries clothes.  In the end, the business 
earning the most investment money had 
designed a “smart desk” so students could 
do all of their work on a touch-sensitive 
desk surface with hologram projection 

capabilities.  Team members were Hubert 
Ulysee, Tariq Emmanuel, Zion Carter and 
Sidney Odai.  

Photo:  Ayanna Garvin and Nia 

Donawa, both eighth-graders, along 
with their “Refl ection Perfection” inven-
tion.

The Virginia Beach Sun - Page 4

Virginia Beach Schools: You’re the Best!

Lacey, Curran Athletes of the Year

By Erin Tonelson

Cox High School

Senior track star Chenera Lacey and senior boys’ varsity football, basketball and 
baseball player Tucker Curran have been named as Cox High School’s Athletes of the 
Year.  Boys’ varisty head volleyball coach Jason Zuidema has been named Frank W. Cox 
High School’s Coach of the Year.  Photos:  Chenera Lacey going over the bar; Tucker 
Curran shoots the basketball; and Coach Jason Zuidema on the sidelines.

On another note, senior Alice Thomson was among 14 students chosen from schools 
throughout Virginia to be nominated for the Virginia High School League’s 23rd Annual 
Colonel Charles E. Savedge scholarship presented to the Virginia’s student journalist of 
the year.  She will be recognized at the school’s senior assembly in June.
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Oceanfront/Hilltop
The Beach Pub
1001 Laskin Rd.

The Jewish Mother
600 Nevan Rd.

Pelon’s Baja Grill
3619 Pacifi c Ave

Heritage Health Food Store
984 Laskin Rd

Wyndham Virginia Beach 
Oceanfront

5700 Atlantic Ave
Corinne’s Salon 3200

3198 Pacifi c Avenue Suite 101
Virginia Museum of 

Contemporary Art—MOCA
2200 Parks Ave

Quality Inn Pavillion—Virginia 
Beach

716 21st Street
Cerca Del Mar
210 21st Street

Oceanfront Barber Shop
400 32nd Street
Jungle Golf

302 23rd Street
Flowers—Wayne Jones

329 Laskin Road
Virginia Beach Information 

Center
2100 Parks Ave

Shore Drive/Great Neck
Starbuck’s

3273 Shore Drive
Uncle Al’s Hot Dogs

3045 Shore Drive
Shorebreak Sports Bar

941 Shore Drive
Zero’s Subs

2272 West Great Neck Rd.
Uncle Rich’s Café

2242 Seashore Shoppes
Plaza Azteca

2272 West Great Neck Rd.
Salty C’s

3657 Shore Drive

Bayside
Jenro’s Diner

1085 Independence Blvd.

Town Center/Pembroke
Bevello

172 Central Park Ave
Confetti Café and Gelato

233 Market Street
A & G Auto Sales

5012 Virginia Beach Blvd.

Kempsville/Centerville
Frankie’s Place for Ribs

5200 Fairfi eld Shopping Center
George’s Show Repair

5332 Fairfi eld Shopping Center

Lynnhaven
Eve’s Hair Studio
1104 Green Square
Dolphin Laundry

4221 Pleasant Valley Rd.

Princess Anne/Pungo
Red Barn Food Store
2001 Indian River Rd.

Courthouse/Dam Neck
Bubbs’s Deli and BBQ

3600 Dam Neck Rd.
Virginia Beach City Hall

Front Reception Desk

Red Mill
Fabric Care 

Dry Cleaner & Tailors
1253 Nimmo Parkway #113

Sweet Elements 
Frozen Yogurt Café

2201 Upton Drive #904

Chimney Hill
Mom’s Kitchen

3501 Holland Road
U-Haul Rodney Price

3497 Holland Road # 107

38
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Citywide Circulation The Virginia Beach Sun Always Shines!

Home Delivery
One Year Subscription

18 issues:
$39 anywhere in the U.S.

Always Online —www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com

Greg Goldfarb - Publisher
P.O. Box 5103 

Virginia Beach VA 23471

Monday–Saturday:
8:30 a.m - 5 p.m.

757-464-6611 
thevirginiabeachsun@gmail. com

A new Sun rises every 3 weeks! 
Citywide Circulation – Easy-to-Find
Online at TheVirginiaBeachSun.com

A Family Newspaper
All Good News

Always Local News Names, Faces Places

Photos, Stories on Beach 
People and Businesses

Virginia Beach’s Only 
Hometown Newspaper

Virginia Beach-Based
Owned and Operated

Stays in Homes and Offi ces 
for Three Weeks
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Wedertz awarded for his 
military invention
By Luke Hardin

Princess Anne Middle School

Princess Anne Middle School student 
Egan Wedertz has received the “Innova-
tion Science Award,” one of seven he won 
in this year’s Tidewater Science Fair.  He 
received the award for his A.R.M.S. Air-
craft Recovery Magnetic System inven-
tion.  The idea is, his invention would 
slow down and stop jets as they land on 
aircraft carrier fl ight decks, thereby pro-
ducing a safer way to land.  Pictured left:  
Gil Burkland, a representative from 
Prevailance Inc., presents the award to 
Egan.

Roark’s art work to hang in D.C.
By Erin Tonelson

Cox High School

Cox High School sophomore Court-
ney Roark’s art work seems to speak for 
itself, as she recently won fi rst place in 
this year’s U.S. Congressional Art Con-
test.  Congressman Scott Rigell was on 
hand recently to congratulate her on her 
honor, during ceremonies held recently at 
the Art Institute of Virginia and present 
her with a blue ribbon for her achieve-
ment.  The National Awards Ceremony is 
set for June 24 in Washington, D.C.  Her 
work will be on display in D.C. for a year.  
Pictured left:  Congressman Scott Rigell 
and Courtney Roark.

PA Kindness and Compassion 
Club active
By Kristin Sprauer

Princess Anne ES

The Green Club and Rachel’s Kind-
ness and Compassion Club at Princess 
Anne Elementary School teamed up re-
cently to continue a cycle of sustainable 

living and a chain reaction to kindness.  
We created a “juice pouch brigade” which 
has been earning points all year by saving 
and sending in their used juice pouches to 
a company called Terra Cycle.  These two 
clubs paired up to redeem those points 
and were able to provide clean water to 
62 people for a year through an organi-
zation called “Charity Water,” which pro-
vides clean water for people who don’t 

have it, by building wells in the com-
munities.  The students learned about the 
importance of clean water and how some 
countries do not have access to clean wa-
ter.  Most importantly, they learned that 
by helping with this problem really can 
cause a chain reaction of kindness. The 
Kindness and Compassion Club was 
started this year to encourage the students 
to live a life of purpose and do simple acts 

of kindness to make their school a better 

place.  It emphasizes sustainability by 

teaching students how to meet the needs 

of today without compromising the abil-

ity of future generations to meet their own 

needs.  Photo:  Rachel’s Kindness and 

Compassion Club was created to encour-

age students to live a life of purpose.  
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Students help butterfl ies fi nd new homes

By Debra Liddon

Strawbridge Elementary School

Mrs. Liddon’s fi rst grade class 
watched tiny caterpillars transform into 
Chrysalis and eventually emerge beauti-
ful Monarch butterfl ies.

Kimberly Garcia exhibited at MOCA

By Eva M. Bryant

Glenwood ES

Two pieces of Glenwood Elementary 
School teacher Kimberly Garcia’s origi-
nal art work were on display earlier this 
month at the Virginia Museum of Con-
temporary Art, part of the “Teaching Art-
ists Exhibits” for the school division’s art 
teachers.  Photo:  Kimberly Garcia with 
her art.

Cooke, Oceanfront Library team up

By Brandi Miller

Cooke Elementary School

W.T. Cooke Elementary and the 
Oceanfront Area Library have teamed up 
to instill a love for reading in our students.  
Elena Momich, library information spe-
cialist, has been conducting poetry les-
sons and talks in a variety of elementary 
classrooms.  Students enjoyed listening to 
a variety of silly poems, as well as offer-
ing their thoughts about the poetry.  Elena 
will return to Cooke in June to conduct 
book talks and deliver information to stu-
dents on the Summer Reading Challenge.  

Gina Faison wins award, helps others

By Dorothy Weber

Princess Anne High School

Our “I Make a Difference Award” 
has been presented to science teacher 
Gina Faison, who, in addition to the ex-
cellent work she does teaching biology, 
has also extended her support to students 
outside the classroom.  She has worked 
diligently to raise the self-esteem of 
our Lady Cavs through her club WOW:  
Women of Worth, allowing students to 
converse about what is happening in their 

social and academic environments that 
affect their achievement.  She sponsors 
the African-American Read-In, which 
celebrates unity in diversity; is the IB 
program student organization co-sponsor; 
fi nds time to take students to programs 
like the engineering conference and the 
Diversity Day Dialogue; is an SOL tu-
tor and mentors many students who need 
“that little something extra” to keep them 
coming to school and motivated to gradu-
ate.  It seems she makes a positive differ-
ence everywhere at P.A. High.  Photo:  
Gina Faison.

Cooke ES’s hands-on SOL preparation

By Brandi Miller

Cooke Elementary School

W.T. Cooke’s third grade students 
have spent much of the spring season en-
grossed in the study of soil.  They planted 
their own grass seeds and cared for their 
plants in the classroom.  They also made 
“edible soil” in order to study the lay-
ers of soil.  Some third grade classrooms 
are also taking the “Bonnie Plants Third 
Grade Cabbage Challenge.”  Participat-
ing students were given a cabbage plant 
to take home and provide care in order to 
chart plant growth.  Classroom winners 
will be submitted to the state competition 
to maybe win a $1,000 scholarship.  These 
hands-on activities are directly related to 
the Virginia Beach Objectives and Vir-
ginia Standards of Learning in prepara-
tion for the upcoming state tests.  Photo:  
Third grade students display their grass 
plants and edible soil.

Candy grams at Bayside MS

By Frances Scott

Bayside Middle School

Assistant principal Melissa Spozio 
delivered candy grams to homeroom 
teachers recently.  Students could buy 

the candy for their friends or teachers 
as a way to wish good luck on SOL ex-
ams. The candy grams were sold by the 
school’s PTA and the treats were deliv-
ered as a surprise before SOL testing.  
Photo:  Melissa Spozio, on the right, de-
livers candy grams to sixth-grade special 
education teacher Marie Lammay.

FC students help the hungry

By Heather Spruill

First Colonial High School

First Colonial High School, in part-
nership with Life a Life Foundation, 
Yum! Brands Foundation and the USA 
Today Charitable Foundation, has imple-
mented a free Lead2Feed program to help 
high school students learn about leader-
ship and team work as it ties into a service 
learning project to alleviate world hun-
ger.  The 10-lesson interactive standards-
based curriculum was taught by Debbie 

Lou Hague, AP human geography teacher 
and by Missy Sullivan, a gifted resource 
teacher and was based on the best-selling 
book, “Taking People With You,” by Da-
vid Novak, chairman and CEO, Yum! 
Brands and focuses on self-awareness, 
working with others, setting goals and 
identifying a local or global hunger-re-
lated charity to assist.  The World Hun-
ger Leadership Challenge accompanies 
the curriculum and involves students 
working with Judeo-Christian Outreach, 
The Southeastern Food Bank, The Cha-
pel Pantry and the Vineyard Community 
Church Food Pantry.

PA administrators deliver food 
By Dorothy Weber

Princess Anne High School

Princess Anne’s administrative staff 
values its teaching staff.  In an effort to 
express that sentiment during Teacher 
Appreciation Week, they recently donned 
Krispy Kreme service hats, grabbed roll-
ing carts and took to the hallways to de-
liver hot coffee and donuts.  Monday had 
seen strawberry shortcake being dished 
out by administration members after an 
afternoon faculty meeting.  Teachers were 
also treated to a lunch of barbecued ham-
burgers and hot dogs cooked by none oth-
er than the administration members; and 
even some offi ce staff members helped 
out.  Grateful teachers are defi nitely feel-
ing the sentiment:  Our administration ap-
preciates them!

Broglie working with Supreme Court

By Kelly A. Griffi ths

Lynnhaven Middle School

Lynnhaven Middle School teacher 
Marion Broglie is traveling to Wash-
ington, D.C., in June to attend the U.S. 
Supreme Court Summer Institute.  Fol-
lowing a highly competitive application 
process, 60 teachers were selected this 
year to participate.  Upon returning home, 
teachers will be available to present work-
shops on the court.

Fifth-graders working with Foodbank

By Patty Fesser

Point O’View ES

On June 3, a group of fi fth grade girls 
from Point O’View that we call the Ladies’ 
Club of Point of View ES, will complete 
a community service learning project that 
has already inspired a network of commu-
nity organizations, private companies and 
philanthropic individuals to join together 
to see great service happen for some chal-
lenged families in our great city.  All year, 
the ladies club has been meeting and de-
veloping plans to give back in a in a big 
way:  with their time and commitment; 
while also participating in their own so-
cial and emotional skill-building.  The 
ladies will spend their mornings partici-
pating in one of two service projects for 
the city, through their collective efforts 
to support the mission of two community 
organizations:  Foodbank of Southeastern 
Virginia; and More2Give.
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