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Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Pray for Peace

Locals unite at Sandler Center for Hurricane Sandy victims
American Red Cross, Sinclare Communications and the Sandler Center raise $11,000 to be dispersed

By Theresa Culpepper
Sun correspondent 

Jackie Friedsam seemed a little nervous. 
She wasn’t sure how many people were going to turn 

out for the Sandy Relief Benefit at the Sandler Center for 
the Performing Arts. But she knew that the closely-knit 
Virginia Beach community would come together to sup-
port the victims who lost family members and property 
during Hurricane Sandy.

“We kind of feel like a family here,” said Friedsam, 
a Town Center resident. “People helping people is what 
this is all about.”

And helping others is what they did.
More than 500 people filled the center to raise money 

and enjoy a night full of musical entertainment and sam-
ple food from local restaurants. Through donations, si-
lent auction and alcohol sales, the benefit raised just over 

$11,000, which will be turned over to the victims.
Organized and sponsored by the Sandler Center, the 

American Red Cross and Sinclair Communications, the 
special event featured 140 local organizations, businesses 
and individuals, some of which donated items, such as 
a Fender acoustic guitar and introductory diving lessons 
to a silent auction, which generated money for the relief 
fund. About 20 musicians played live music, including 
The Fighting Jamesons, Jesse Chong and Mike Proffitt. 
Nineteen local eateries, such as Wing King, Ynot Pizza 
and Just Cupcakes donated samples.

Among those who donated food was Rohn Sitjar, 
owner of the restaurant 757 Crave, a benefit volunteer 
serving lumpia and pancit to the crowd. 

“There are a lot of compassionate-minded business 
owners in the Hampton Roads area,” Sitjar said. “We 
make a big impact when we all get together and concen-
trate on one effort. Hopefully we can do it again soon. 

And hopefully people keep donating to Sandy Relief 
fund, because those affected are going to be hurting for a 
while. It is important to not forget.”

Even though some people would like to see the ben-
efit become an annual event, center officials say there are 
no plans as of now to hold another event. 

Please see Benefit, Page 2

Regent University, Hispanic Leadership Forum 
Unite for annual Hispanic Christmas Concert

 

Featuring music by Sergio Grillo, the special  
holiday event attracted 130 attendees

By Theresa Culpepper
Sun correspondent

The sights, sounds and aromas of 
the holiday season came together at 
Regent University, where a Hispanic 
Christmas Concert was held recently, 
with about 130 people in attendance. 

Sponsored by the Hispanic Lead-
ership Forum of Hampton Roads and 
Regent University’s Center for Latino 
Leadership, it was held to celebrate 
the holiday season and Hispanic heri-
tage.

“Often, there are stereotypes 
about Latinos,” said Dr. Marcela Cha-
van-Matviuk, forum chairman, “We 
need a wider perspective. This event 
is part of us helping kids succeed in 
education, which makes us a stronger 
nation. We are part of the same his-
tory, the same narrative. We all want 
something better for tomorrow.”

Working closely with the public, 
the forum also works with the Vir-
ginia Latino Higher Education Fund 
to raise funds for scholarships for not 
only Regent students, but also stu-
dents across the state. 

Not only do enrolled students 
benefit from these events, so do mem-
bers of the community, like Katieh 
Hirsh, who frequently attends forum 
events and is half-German and half-
Hispanic. She didn’t know the truth 
about her Hispanic cultural heritage 
until she was 19 years old. Before 
that, she only suspected her Latino 

roots, but now she has known for 
years and is proud of it. 

“I like to do things to uplift and 
celebrate my culture,” Hirsh said. 
“This show had the best turnout. I 
knew ahead of time it would be a treat, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed myself.”

A featured performer at the con-
cert, Sergio Grillo, is a locally-known 
photographer who played Hispanic 
Christmas carols, some of which orig-
inated in Latin America.

“For the American public, this is 
a brand new thing,” Grillo explained. 
“Hispanic people celebrate and enjoy 
Christmas music in a different way.” 

Another performer and a Regent 
freshman, Brandon Vera, lifted his 
Ecuadorian heritage by singing and 
playing piano for the crowd. 

“It was a pretty awesome expe-
rience,” said Vera, 19, a Landstown 
High School graduate. “It is a new 
kind of atmosphere. While going to 
high school, I participated in talent 
shows, but this was different. This 
was alongside professional musicians. 
Also, I got to expand my audience 
more.”

Chavan-Matviuk hopes that the 
forum will conduct a spring event that 
continues recognizing the importance 
of informing the public about Latino 
cultural heritage. 

“I see the need for this in my com-
munity,” she said. “Virginia Beach is 

Please see Christmas, Page 4

City, schools reach new
revenue sharing formula
Schools receiving double in revenue streams;
city, schools face combined $46 million gap

New high school schedule is approved; 
elementary, middle school times adjusted

Adds 15 minutes to day for high schools 
 and 30 minutes for lunch

By Lauren Wicks

The Virginia Beach 
School Board has ap-
proved a new revenue 
sharing agreement with 
the city of Virginia Beach.

Under it, the school 
system receives double 
the amount of revenue 
streams from the city – 
32.37 percent of all of the 
city’s general fund rev-
enue streams generated by 
non-dedicated local taxes.  
The previous agreement 
gave the schools access 
to only seven revenue 
streams, but at a higher 
rate:  51.3 percent.

“While the schools’ 
share of the new revenue 
sharing formula is lower, 
the fact that we have ac-
cess to more revenue 
streams is encouraging for 
the future,” said Dr. James 
Merrill, superintendent 
of Virginia Beach public 
schools.  “Specifically, the 
fact that our new formula 
includes tourism reve-
nues, which are the city’s 

fastest-growing revenue 
streams, gives us more 
hope for future financial 
sustainability.  We are also 
pleased that the agreement 
dedicates 4 cents of the 
6-cent tax increase passed 
by City Council last year 
to schools, on a permanent 
basis, a decision that will 
also result in more sta-
bility for Virginia Beach 
public education.”

The ongoing dedi-
cation of the 4 cents will 
provide the schools about 
$19 million annually.  
However, even in light of 
such positive changes, the 
local economic news con-
tinues to be challenging.  

Please see City, Page 4

“The new formula 
includes tourism rev-
enues . . . (and) gives 
us more hope forture 
financial sustainabil-
ity.” – Superintendent 
James Merrill

By Jennifer McCarrell

The Virginia Beach 
School Board has ap-
proved a proposal to re-
design the high school 
master schedule for all 
division high schools, be-
ginning with the 2013-14 
school year.  It increases 
the length of the high 
school day for students 
by 15 minutes and adjusts 
all elementary and middle 
schools’ start and release 
times.

In the new schedule, 
high school students will 
take six to eight classes 
on an A/B schedule and 
have a 30-minute daily 

lunch block, which is 
something many students 
currently sacrifice to order 
to take additional course 
work.  The schedule also 
includes the addition of 
a limited number of core 
courses offered on a 4x4 
(semester-long) schedule 
for credit recovery.  No 
time will be added to the 
elementary and middle 
schools, but start and 
dismissal times will be 
adjusted by 10 minutes 
to accommodate a new 
high school transportation 
schedule.
Start and dismissal times 

Please see School, Page 4

Say “Hello” to:

Ki Anglin, 
owner, 

Ki’s Tailors
Name:  Ki Y. Anglin
Nickname:  “Porky Pig.” 
Occupation:  Owner for 
the last 11 years of  Ki’s 
Tailors.  Before that, I was 
a waitress for nine years at 
Shogun at Hilltop.  That’s 
when they started calling 
me “Porky Pig.”  But, I 
had surgery on my knee 
and couldn’t do it any-

more.  I 
still miss 
serving; I 
miss the 
p e o p l e .  
But, I had 
l e a r n e d 
t a i l o r i n g 
at techni-

cal school when I was 
very young, around 16 
or 17.  Right now, my 
work is mostly with ci-
vilian clothes, men’s and 
women’s suits; and la-
dies’ dresses.  I like this 
business very much.  Ev-
ery day I meet different 
people.  I like making my 
customers happy.  That 
makes me happy, too.
Age:  59.
Family:  I have a sister in 
Texas, a daughter in Cali-
fornia and a son in Geor-
gia.  
Education:  I didn’t finish 
high school, but I went to 
technical school.  I just 
didn’t like studying.
Born and raised:  South 
Korea.  My mother was a 
housewife and my father 
worked in a medical fac-
tory.
Came to America:  I was 
a military wife and moved 
her 25 years ago in 1978 
for my husband.
Neighborhood you live in 
now:  Thalia.
What do you like best 
about Virginia Beach:  
The weather, the change 
of seasons.  My favorite 
season is the fall.
Where would you like to 
visit:  Sweden, no reason.  
I’ve just always wanted to 
go there since I was very 
young.

Please see Hello, Page 4

Ki Y. Anglin

About 500 people attended a Hurricane Sandy relief concert 
at the Sandler Center.  (Photo by Jon.Prescott41@verizon.net)

Brandon Vera was recognized at the Hisoanic Leadership Forum’s Christmas concert at 
Regent University, where Vera is a student.  His father, Robert, can be sceen in the low-
er right hand corner, recording the moment.  Photo by (Jon.Prescott41@verizon.net)
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Ryoshin-Kan Karate School
Dragon Force National Karate Demo Team

“Best of the Best”
Since 1980

(757) 468-1643
www.dragonforcekarate.com

One Free Class Coupon
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www.frankiesribs.com 

  (757) 495-RIBS
Call For Take-Out
Best ribs in town!

Opening Mid-December
at the Countryside Shoppes 

in Virginia Beach
3600 Dam Neck Road, Virginia Beach (Next to the Virginia Beach Farmers Market)

America’s Collectibles 
Roadshow Retail Store

Highest Prices Paid

We will be looking for:
Gold, All Silver, Coins, Vintage Items, Musical instruments, Sports 

Cards, Books, Jewelry, Watches, Sports Memorabilia, 
Autographs and more.

Check back with the Virginia Beach Sun for our new website and e-mail address.

Coming Soon: thevirginiabeachsun.com
Please Support Your Virginia Beach Businesses!

Continued from Page 1

The event would not have been possible without a le-
gion of volunteers, most of whom are regular volunteers 
with the center and Red Cross. 

Friedsam was one of them, and she has volunteered 
with the center for five years.

During each event, volunteers are happy to work 
where they are asked. Friedsam initially helped as an el-
evator guide, directing people around the building, but 
midway through the night, she changed gears and began 
selling t-shirts. 

“It wasn’t what I am used to doing,” she explained, 
“but it was kind of a fun way to meet new people. A won-
derful, generous mix of people came that night. The mu-
sicians and restaurants drew a huge crowd. We were all so 
pleased with the turnout.”

Being from New Jersey, the benefit was special to 
Friedsam, as she has friends and family who were af-

fected by the storm. Thank goodness, she said, no one 
she knew was seriously injured. Her family back home, 
however, suffered severe property damage. A cousin of 
hers lost two cars. Another cousin experienced severe wa-
ter damage. Insurance companies, she added, contacted 
the family, but they have so many people to assist that 
progress is slow. 

While the event organizers and volunteers hope that 
horrific hurricanes are few and far between, they know 
that more are on the way. That’s why benefits such as 
the one at the center are essential to those who may find 
themselves in disastrous situations in the future.

“It was amazing to see how quickly people came to-
gether with a common unity,” said Shapiro. “It is a testa-
ment to the people of Virginia Beach who unite whenever 
people really need help.”

Theresa Culpepper, 757-434-2630, theresalynnwalk-
er@gmail.com.

Community meets at the Sandler 
for Hurricane Sandy victims
500 people raised $11,000 for the Red Cross to disperse to the victims

Restaurant owner, Rohn Sitjar, serves volunteer Pat Doss.

Volunteer Jackie Friedsam sold t-shirts at the benefit.
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Continued from Page 1

my community. I love it. I embrace it. I want 
to unite it.”

The final amount of money raised was unavail-
able.

Theresa Culpepper, 757-434-2630, theresalyn-
nwalker@gmail.com

Regent University, Hispanic  
Leadership Forum Unite for annual  

Hispanic Christmas Concert
Featuring music by Sergio Grillo, the special 

holiday event attracted 130 attendees

The “ Hot” Stuff
More local news, in case you missed it.

Council continues driving toward
new multipurpose arena for the city 

City officials and Virginia Beach City Council members 
continue meeting with sports and entertainment industry 
officials, continuing to lay tracks to build a new multipur-
pose arena to the Resort City.  Various funding formulas 
are being discussed to finance the 18,500-seat facility, 
where major sports teams, individual athletes, entertain-
ers and others, could perform regularly, drawing visitors 
from across the state to the performances, generating new 
jobs and taxes for the city and community.  Their latest 
effort included a recent trip to Dallas to negotiate the 
project.  Governor McDonnell has said that state money 
would not be available.

Sessoms, Wilson, Davis, Dyer re-elected; 
Ross-Hammond and Melatti take seats

The local elections are over and the results are in.  City 
Council winners:  Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms 
will serve a second term, while council members Rose-
mary Wilson and Glenn Davis were also re-elected to 
new terms.  Amilia Ross-Hammond replaces Harry 
Diezel, who is retiring from council, in the Kempsville 
district.   She takes office later this year.  Councilman Bob 
Dyer was re-elected without opposition.
School Board winners:  Beverly Anderson, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Bobby Melatti, Leonard Tengco and Joel McDon-
ald.  Chairman Dan Edwards was re-elected without op-
position.  Melatti has taken office, while the others take 
office in January.

Council follows public’s lead calling
for bringing light rail transit to the city

Some 62 percent of Virginia Beach voters in the recent 
election gave the nod to City Council to continue study-
ing and pursuing light-rail financing and development op-
tions.  Estimates are that extending Norfolk’s The Tide to 
the Oceanfront would run $807 million and $252 to reach 
Town Center.  Hampton Roads Transit, which operates 
the system, is expected to present results from its study to 
council in the spring of 2014.  Its ridership has exceeded 
projections.

City Council working with the YMCA
to build area’s only Olympic-size pool

Attempting to fill a need that would make waves across 
the region and state, City Council approved a six-month 
extension for the company to raise money to build a new

Please see Hot, Page 4

Celebrating the holidays at the holiday concert, left to right: Louis Rivera,  
Dr. Marcella Chavan-Matviuk, Nereida Gonzales, and Reverend Juan Gonzales. 

About 130 people attend the Hispanic holiday concert, held at Regent University.

Sergio Girllo performed at the Christmas concert.



The fire was extinguied on December 5.

Water served as a natural barrier to contain the fire.
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Advertising 
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$15 million facility near Landstown and Dam Neck 
roads.  The Y asked for the extra time to line up more 
support for the 50-meter pool, which may or may not be 
covered when it opens.  The city agreed in 2011 to donate 
to the Y 10 acres of land, valued at $3.1 million, for the 
pool.  It hasn’t been decided whether the new pool would 
be covered or not.

Human Rights Commission recognizes
Human Rights Day; collects coats

In honor of the 64th anniversary of International Human 
Rights Day, the Virginia Beach Human Rights Commis-
sion held a ceremony Dec. 10 at the Williams Farm Com-
munity Recreation Center, featuring a public presentation 
on human rights by Commissioner Zach Nissen.  During 
its annual coat drive, which runs from Dec. 10 to 14, lo-
cals donate new or gently used, clean coats, which will 
donated to members of the homeless community living in 
Virginia Beach.  For more, Bonnie Hall, 385-1158.  

Kevin Martingayle elected as state
bar’s first-ever president from VB

Winning the Virginia State Bar’s first contested election 
in 11 years, Kevin Martingayle is slated to become the 
bar’s first president from Virginia Beach.  He will serve 
as president-elect for a year, beginning in June, before as-
suming office the following year.  A founding partner of 
the law firm, Bischoff Martingayle, the 1991 University 
of Virginia graduate bested Northern Virginia attorney 
Raymond Benzinger for the post.  The bar governs some 
29,000 licensed attorneys.

Continued from Page 1

Favorite car:  BMW.
Favorite comfort food:  
Hot and spicy Asian food.
Favorite seafood:  Any 
kind of seafood is OK 
with me. I like everything.
Favorite cut of beef:  Sir-
loin strip steak.
Favorite vegetable:  Spin-
ach.
Favorite beverage and 
dessert:  Coffee and 
cheese cake.
Favorite sport:Ice skating.
Favorite actor:  Julia Rob-
erts.

Continued from Page 1

for the 2013-14 school  
year will be as follows:  
High schools, 7:20 a.m., 
to 2:10 p.m.; middle 
schools, 9:20 a.m., to 
3:50 a.m.; “A” elementary 
schools, 8:10 a.m., to 2:40 
p.m.; and “B” elementary 
schools, 8:40 a.m., to 3:10 
p.m.

The VBCPS High 
School Master Schedule 
Committee initially pre-
sented the proposal to the 
board at its Nov. 7 work-
shop, after which a public 
hearing was held on Nov. 
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The Virginia Beach Sun
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757-718-5904     757-464-6611  

Monday – Friday   8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Editor and publisher:  Greg Goldfarb 
thevirginiabeachsun@gmail.com

Favorite TV shows:  Un-
der Cover Boss and Shark 
Tank.
Hobbies:  I watch televi-
sion, work and spend time 
with my two Yorkshire 
Terriers, Yashi and Mishi, 
mother and daughter, 8 
and 6.
Describe yourself in few 
words:  Probably, nice.
What ticks you off:  Noth-
ing, really.  I’m not usu-
ally angry.  I’m happy.

Reach Ki’s Tailors, 
1716 Pleasure House 
Road, at 757-464-2424.

Hello:  Ki Anglin, owner, Ki’s Tailors

20 to solicit feedback.  
The approved schedule 
is addressed in detail on 
vbschools.com, including 
a copy of the committee’s 
presentation and answers 
to frequently-asked-ques-
tions.  

Parents, students, 
staff and the community 
may send questions re-
garding the schedule to 
vbschedule@vbschools.
com or post questions on 
the division’s Facebook 
page.  For more, Jenni-
fer McCarrell, 263-1229, 
jennifer.mccarrel@vb-
schools.com. 

New high school schedule approved The “Hot” Stuff
More local news, in case you missed it.

$150 million 
by Dec. 31

Texas businessman plans an entertainment megaplex
at the site of the former hexagonal geodesic dome

The Virginia Beach Dome was razed in 1994.   
(Photo courtesy hexdome.com)

10 acres burn in Back Bay
About 10 acres of swamp land in the Back Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge recently, in the Lago Mar/Artesia Way 
area.  Fighting the fire was difficult, according to Batil-
lion Chief Tim Riley, as some three-quarters of a mile of 
the road was only accessible by food and by all-terrain 
vehicles.  A tactical decision was make to let the fire burn 
out, due to the wind direction and fact that the fire was 
traveling toward Atwood Town Creek.  Nightingale Re-
gional Air Ambulance provided overhead observation 
and it was determined that no homes or other structures 
were in danger or were ever threatened.  The fire was ex-
tinguished as of Dec. 5, 2012. (Photos courtesy of VBFD)

Back in the 1960s and 
‘70s, it was home to such 
musical artists as the Roll-
ing Stones, Ray Charles 
and Jimi Hendrix.  But the 
city’s popular hexagonal 
geodesic dome, common-
ly referred to as the Vir-
ginia Beach Dome, was 
torn down in 1994, mak-
ing way for a new resort 
area parking lot.  Since 
then, there have been calls 
to commercially develop 
the land.  The city now 
considering plans from a 
Texas businessman and 
president of Leisure and 
Entertainment Concepts, 
Inc., Michael Jenkins, 
who would like to build 

a $150 million entertain-
ment megaplex on the site, 
featuring a broadway-
style theater, skating rink, 
indoor amusement park 
and the tallest ferris wheel 
on the east coast. Jenkins 
has been talking with the 
city for some time and 
after being granted agree-
ment extensions, city of-
ficials are insisting that he 
secure the $150 million 
in financing he needs by 
Dec. 31.  The megaplex 
is expected to be paid for  
by private funds and 
seems a logical last stop 
for the Tide, should it 
extend to Virginia Beach 
from Norfolk.

New high school schedule is approved
Contined from Page 1

At a recently-held 
combined City Council-
School Board meeting, 
city and school budget 
and finance personnel 
shared a five-year finan-
cial forecast with the two 
policy-making bodies.  
Members learned that the 

city and the school system 
face a combined $46 mil-
lion shortfall for the 2013-
14 fiscal year.  Of this 
amount, the budget gap 
facing the schools is $23.4 
million.  

For more, Lauren 
Wicks, 263-1234, lauren-
wicks@vbschools.com. 
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