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VB Armed Forces  
awards lunch set

The Hampton Roads Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting its 21st Annual Vir-
ginia Beach Armed Forces Awards Lun-
cheon on Thursday, July 31 beginning at 
11:30 a.m., at the Virginia Beach Conven-
tion Center, 1000 19th Street.

The cost for Chamber members and 
non-members is $40. Table sponsorships 
are $500. Registration and networking 
is from 11:30 a.m. to noon, with the lun-
cheon running from noon to 1:30 p.m.

The Norfolk-based business group has 
joined with the business community in 
recognizing and honoring American ser-
vice men and women assigned to units 
in Virginia Beach and the Hampton Roads 
region. This annual event recognizes ac-
tive duty service members and includes an 
awards ceremony for local military men 
and women who have been selected for 
their outstanding achievements over the 
past year from the Virginia Beach Com-
mands at Joint Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek-Fort Story and Naval Air Station 
Oceana and Camp Pendleton.

Reservations’ deadline is Friday, July 
25. Call Jan Burton at 757-664-2575 for 
more information.

Wonderful Wednesdays at 
the Francis Land House
By Nicole A. Moore

Wednesdays are wonderful at the Fran-
cis Land House this summer! 

That’s because, each Wednesday in 
July and August from 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
visitors can learn about a different aspect 
of early American life and participate in 
a hands-on activity at the historic house. 
Folk musician Marsha Wallace will teach 
a song related to the week’s theme.

The fee for Wonderful Wednesdays is 
$3 per person for visitors ages five and 
older. Craft materials and a brief tour of 
the historic home are included. New this 
year is a green market. Eco-friendly ven-
dors will be at the Francis Land House on 
Wednesdays in July and August from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The schedule for Wonderful Wednes-
days in July is: July 9: For the Birds:

Continues on page 3 

By Randall Jordan 

A spectacular, multi-talented art-
ist, Mike Morgan plays percussion 

in several bands 
and creates art 
through graph-
ite, charcoal, pen 
and ink draw-
ings; and through 
acrylic and oil 
paintings. 

Extremely personable and laid-
back, with his own unique style of 
self-expression, he is a Hampton na-

tive and now a four-year resident 
of Virginia Beach’s Elizabeth River 
Shores neighborhood.  Before that, 
he lived in Waters Edge at the Riv-
erfront in Suffolk and in Glenrock in 
Norfolk. Buckroe was his first digs 
in Hampton, where he lived with his 
parents on Armistead Avenue near 
the Hampton Coliseum.

 Mike mainly applies abstract ex-
pressionism, portraiture and surreal-
ism. He became serious about art at 
Hampton High School and furthered

Continues on page 4 

Mike Morgan paints the outside world  
as he sees it, and as he thinks it should be

“Red Yellow and Black Figure Eight Study” by Mike Morgan

By Hennah Harbin

The roar of the crowd, the aroma of tasty 
hot dogs, a heightened sense of excitement 
and the joyous sound of hard-hit balls crack-
ing off bats as players scamper to score runs. 

“You’re oouuuttt!” the umpire screams, 
as the runner and catch-
er collide at home base.

The crowd erupts.
These are just some 

of the sights and sounds 
of America’s favorite 
pastime, and if all goes 
as planned, profession-
al baseball will soon 
be played in the city 
for the first time. The brand new Virginia 
Beach Neptunes professional baseball team 
and organization are preparing to build a 
new 7,000-seating capacity stadium on a 
125-acre lot in the Princess Anne Commons 
area, near the Virginia Beach Sportsplex.

“We are thrilled with the community 

response,” said Brian Kirwin, the team’s 
public relations manager. “It’s been a long 
time coming and we’ve got a long way to 
go still.”

The Virginia Beach City Council 
recently approved two zoning permits 
for construction of the stadium, sports 

complex and 60,000 
square-foot office 
building, along with 
13 lighted recre-
ational fields and a 
1,200-space parking 
lot for the new minor 
league team.

 Complete with a 
fine dining restaurant, 

MVP Lounge, private viewing suites, 
children’s area and batting cages, the ball-
park is expected to house numerous recre-
ational tournaments, practices, teams and 
camps. The stadium will also be home to

Continues on page 8 

HOME RUN! The Neptunes  
bringing pro ball to the Beach
Officials recruiting, setting schedule, new park coming

Will local baseball fans support the Virginia Beach Neptunes  
and the Norfolk Tides? - Please see page 8

Voice of the People

By Jennifer Strout

The speed limit on Shore Drive has 
changed multiple times in recent history, 
thanks to civic groups’ and other concerned 
citizens’ public safety concerns about the 
second most-used road in the city for motor-
ists heading to the resort Oceanfront.  

Four years ago in June 2010, Shore 
Drive’s speed limit was lowered from 45 
mph to 35 mph for the four-mile stretch 

extending from North Great Neck Road 
to Pleasure House Road. Additional road-
way safety markings and signals were 
also installed.

Prior to the change, 10 pedestrians had 
been killed over an eight-and-a-half-year 
period along that four-lane divided high-
way.  This safety adjustment occurred af-
ter a similar one between North Great

Continues on page 3 

Safety, for Shore: New Lesner Bridge work 
renews concerns for pedestrians, motorists
City officials focused on public safety; SDCC survey underway

June 12, 2014 – July 3, 2014 A News and Leisure Magazine and Website Free - Citywide - Eight pages

The Virginia Beach Sun



Page 2 TheVirginiaBeachSun.comTheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Decades of experience
providing all levels of

digni�ed service to
those in need.

P. G. Thomasson
FUNERAL SERVICES

PERRY G. THOMASSON, DIRECTOR
pgthomassonfuneralservices.com

230 N. Lynnhaven Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-615-2343

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-486-4710

1642 Pleasure House Rd
Suite 105 Virginia Beach 

(757) 271-9220
www.gateaux-cakes.com

French Pâtisserie and 
Full Service Bakery

Monday - Friday 7 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9 am -2 pm

Bread y Cakes y Pastries 
 Cookies y Tarts y Pies 5045 Virginia Beach Boulevard #101

Facebook.com/NOFORKS101 

Call Today!
757-473-0087

THE BEST RIBS
IN TOWN!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

By Hennah Harbin

Imagine a future in which clean ener-
gy abounds and power bills are low, andz 
vehicles and electronics are fueled by re-
newable resources. The air might smell 
sweeter, the water would taste cleaner and 
the sun might shine brighter.  

Our future world would gleam brighter, 
without our dependence on fossil fuels. 

With wallets full of savings, with pure 
hearts and healthy lungs, and enough jobs 
to go around, alternative energy is an entic-
ing possibility that may be within the grasp 
of the city of Virginia Beach.

The city is in a prime position to save 
money, create jobs and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. While it may sound too 
good to be true, the recently proposed con-
struction of wind turbines by Dominion 
Virginia Power off the city’s coast can do 
all these things and more, but the benefits 
come with a hefty price tag.

Wind turbines consist of an energy 

generator connected to a drive shaft and 
powered by rotating blades. They resem-
ble windmills in appearance and concept. 
The big blades turn when the wind blows 
to harness energy, which a generator then 
converts to power for homes and business-
es. 

The use of turbines is ideal for our sea-
side “home” due to our windy coastline, 
shallow waters and low hurricane occur-
rence. The implementation of large tur-
bines off the shore would reduce pollution 
and lower electric rates for consumers. 

If harnessed, this energy could produce 
10 times the amount of power used cur-
rently, at a lower cost and without harming 
the environment. As a blustery beach re-
sort, Virginia Beach is in an optimal loca-
tion to utilize the power of the wind. 

Another eco-friendly option is the use 
of solar panels. These panels reflect sun-
light through mirrors and convert it to ther-
mal energy. Because of this, they can best 
be utilized during the daylight hours.

Many locals favor the idea of imple-
menting turbines off the shoreline, point-
ing out that although the sun sinks below 
the horizon each evening, the wind is usu-
ally present on the shore. Both methods of 
energy generation are beneficial to the en-
vironment, with the promise of lowering 
energy use and costs. Both methods have 
negative aspects, as well.

Turbines are only effective when used 
on a large-scale. The more turbines, the 
better; and the larger they are, the more 
wind they can harness and the more en-
ergy produced. This means that the lovely 
skyline of our coast could soon be marred 
by two massive metal windmills, at the 
tradeoff of lower power bills. 

Additionally, turbines are noisy and it’s 
said their vibrations can be felt miles away. 
The blades’ rotation and the whistle of the 
wind make up the symphony of synthesiz-
ing. And finally, there is always the risk of 
damage to the structures as they are con-
tinuously weathered by the wind and the 
waves. 

However, solar panels are only useful 
during the day, and would be rendered al-
most useless and impractical if installed in 
a shady area. Although efficient for large 
or small scale operations, research has 
shown that solar panels generate signifi-
cantly less energy than the turbines. While 
a solar panel may take up to three years 
to pay back the amount of energy it con-
sumes, a wind-powered turbine takes only 
six months. 

It is clear that even with these potential 
drawbacks, alternative energy sources are 

worth looking into. Initially expensive, 
these renewable resources represent a wise 
investment. Lower energy cost, fewer pol-

lutants spewed into the atmosphere, and 
less damage done to our environment are 
all valuable pay-offs.  

Commentary

Wind, solar energies have drawbacks, but are better than fossil fuels

By Clayton Conger

The United States Department of La-
bor's announcement for seasonally adjust-
ed insured unemployment during the week 
ending May 24 was 2,603,000. 

Even though Virginia Beach has one of 
the nation's lowest unemployment rates 
(3.54 percent), and the Virginia Beach/
Norfolk/ Newport News metropolitan area 
(at 5.7 percent) has the nation’s 106th best 
employment rate, the state has 51 cities and 
towns with unemployment rates between 
10 and 100 percent. Many of the unem-
ployed have been out of work so long that 
employers are quite reluctant to hire them; 
and many others have never accumulated 
enough work experience to receive serious 
consideration by prospective employers.

This situation could be ameliorated by 
requiring that any person receiving un-
employment compensation apply as an 
unpaid intern to any employer willing to 
provide work experience. This would give 
participating employers an opportunity to 
observe the interns' ability to participate 

productively in the company's business 
and would provide work history/resume 
content for the interns, showing: 1. Record 
of on-time reporting for work, 2. Work 
skills demonstrated, 3. Ability to get along 
with co-workers, 4. Conscientiousness in 
carrying out assigned tasks.

Interns that appear to be capable of add-
ing value to the enterprise should soon be 
offered full-time paid employment. Interns 
that appear to be contributing nothing to 
the company's success would be termi-
nated without recourse and would have to 
find a new internship in order to continue 
receiving unemployment compensation. 
State and local infrastructure maintenance 
crews could become employers of last re-
sort. 

Participating employers should allow 
the interns one day off each week to seek 
paid employment and would have to com-
mit to not reduce the size of their work-
force once they agree to employ interns. 
Severe penalties should be applied to any

Continues on page 3 

Reduce state unemployment by looking  
at an unpaid internship program

Virginia Beach’s unemployment rate is low, but 51  
Virginia cities’ rates are over 10 percent



Page 3TheVirginiaBeachSun.com  TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Beautiful �owers for all occasions!

Flowers ~ Wayne Jones
757-428-2901

329 Laskin Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
http://www.�owerswaynejones.net

Anniversary • Congratulations
 �anks • Get Well • Sympathy

Wedding • And More!

E D DY ’ S  B U S I N E S S  S E R V I C E

Dwight Eddy, Owner Accounting Services

Payroll

Business Consultant

Tax Preparation

(757)363-9884
FAX (757)363-9784

1700 Pleasure House Rd - Suite #103
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
EDDYACTPY2@AOL.COM

Scrambled
Breakfast Of Course!

•Breakfast & Brunch 
•Middle Eastern 

•American

910 Atlantic Ave 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

(757)644-6670 
scrambledvb@hotmail.com

BOGO Buy One Get One Free on All
Clothes, Sunglasses and Accessories

20 Percent Off All Skateboards & Wet Suits

757-333-4004
waveworkssurfshop.com

301 25th Street 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

SURFBOARDS 
   STARTING AT $299

Intern - Continued from Page 2

employer who attempts to replace mem-
bers of the current workforce with interns.

This process would allow unemployed, 
but highly qualified workers, opportunities 
to work in their areas of special expertise 
where they would be observed as likely 
candidates for employment in their respec-
tive specialties; and also other workers 
with little or no prior work experience op-
portunities to establish a work history wor-
thy of consideration by future employers. 

Although nationwide application of this 
process would bring about a significant 
reduction in unemployment very quick-
ly, and would provide workers for much 
needed highway and street maintenance 
and cleanup, immediate implementation 
of this remedy would be unlikely, due to 
the layers of government bureaucracy that 
would have to be accommodated. Howev-
er, if the officials of even one city, county, 
or state would be willing to participate in 
an experimental trial of the process, and 
adequate support could be obtained from 
the state and federal government agencies 
to bring it about, the unemployment rate in 
that entity would drop immediately. Valu-
able information on how best to implement 
the process nationwide would be obtained 
from the experimental trial.

Clayton Conger lives in Alexandria, Va., 
and is a senior program analyst/consultant 
to the U.S. Navy. He’s also a national cor-
porate consultant and published newspa-
per contributor. He can be reached at cco-
nger6@cox.net

Francis Land - Continued from Page 1

 Sustaining Species; July 16: More Bees, 
Please; and July 23: There’s an App Herb 
for That.

Virginia Beach’s history museums 
include the Francis Land House, Adam 
Thoroughgood House, Lynnhaven 
House, and Princess Anne County Train-
ing School/Union Kempsville High 
School Museum. They are owned and 
operated by the city of Virginia Beach 
Department of Museums, which provides 
stewardship of the city’s historic resources 
and programs to educate the community 
about local history.

Shore - Continued from Page 1 

Neck and First Landing State park, where 
the speed limit had also been lowered from 
45 to 35 mph just a year earlier to make the 
road safer.

But still, some wonder if Shore Drive 
is as safe as it can possibly be. Many think 
the speed limit should be raised.

Dorothy Zeller, with the Virginia Beach 
City Public Works Engineering Depart-
ment’s design team, said the city is always 
working to keep all city roads safe, and 
Shore Drive is no exception.

“We put up the pedestrian warning 
signs to increase motorists’ awareness to 
expect pedestrian crossings,” Zeller said.

One overlooked reason for the continu-
ation of the current speed limit may be that 
the 35 mph speed limit does more than 
just slowing vehicles down.  The current 
law surrounding pedestrians crossing the 
street, according to the Virginia Beach city 
government brochures, is that “pedestrians 
have the legal right-of-way when they are 
in a marked crosswalk on roads with a 
speed limit of 35 or less.”  

Therefore, if the speed limit is raised 
back to 45mph, pedestrians will no longer 
be legally protected in instances where 

the crosswalk signs are down or malfunc-
tioning, or for any crosswalk that does not 
have a lighted crossing sign.  

One intersection that has recently had a 
non-working crossing sign is at the north 
foot of the Lesner Bridge. On one side of 
the bridge the signs have been covered 
over with black bags, while on the oppo-
site side of the bridge, the intersection that 
adorns a memorial cross, in front of Star-
bucks, the crosswalk signs have not been 
covered. Yet they are marked as within the 
construction zone and have been demon-
strated to not respond appropriately to pe-
destrians pushing the button.

“That’s in the area of replacement for 
the construction of the bridge,” Zeller said.  
“They are going to do the best they can for 
pedestrian safety.”  

Work on the new bridge is expected to 
be completed by June 2017, Zeller said.  

The documented average speed on the 
popular stretch of Shore Drive was mea-
sured to be 37 to 42 mph after the speed 

limit was adjusted. According to the city 
traffic engineering commission, the speed 
limit will rarely change how drivers actu-
ally commute and that the road itself of-
ten dictates the speed.  This means that 85 
percent of drivers will go the same speed, 
regardless of the posted sign, and that is 
often how speed limits are determined. 
This is because if the city tries to imple-
ment a speed that is higher or lower than 
what normal traffic dictates, it can cause an 
increase in accidents from a combination 
of congestion, tailgating and dangerous 
passing. 

The city of Virginia Beach offers public 
safety tips for people when crossing the 
street, including crossing at marked in-
tersections and waiting for signal lights to 
turn green before crossing the street. Zeller 
suggests that locals and visitors “cross 
(Shore Drive) in groups; cars are more 
cognizant and they feel that pedestrians 
are doing their part. To show respect for 
the motorists goes a long way!”

There is debate on whether or not the 
lower change in speed limit is effective 
or even necessary. Many people, who 
propose changing back to the original 45 
mph, maintain that traffic backs up in these 
areas with the 35 mph speed limit.

The Shore Drive Community Coalition 
(SDCC) is hosting an online survey where 
Virginia Beach residents can voice their 
opinion on this matter. The survey will be 
conducted for one year and contains mul-
tiple choice and free response questions, 
allowing responders to provide additional 
information that they consider relevant. To 
date, all requests for changes to the speed 
limit have been declined by city officials.  

Reach Jennifer Strout at TheVirginia-
BeachSun.com
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his artistic interest at Mount Saint 
Mary's University in Emmitsburg, Md. 
His art has been accepted into several exhi-
bitions since 1997, earning several awards 
along the way and is currently displayed 
in several local galleries and other venues. 
With a wide range of tastes and interests 
in various types of art, his work represents 
the current state of the outside world, how 
he sees it and how it could possibly be. 
Here's my interview:

Occupation? Customer service repre-
sentative.

Family? Mom and Dad; and I have rel-
atives in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Age? 35.
Where born and raised? Hampton.

Parents artists? I seem to be the only 
fine artist in the family. My mother, how-
ever, writes, in this intricate lettering, our 
names on gift card envelopes at Christmas 
and for our birthdays and other occasions; 
it's very pleasing to the eye. My dad can do 
some artful digital photography when he 
wants. I know he can draw cartoony cars 
and people with simple lines. Think he has 
done some draft work. He did a painting 
in the ‘70s or ‘80s of the color-test that 
would come up on your television screen. 
My grandmother, on my dad's side, did 
some art and was pretty good in her own 
right. She did mostly pastel and pencil of 
landscapes and other stuff that just came 
to mind. 

Hobbies? Taxidermy (just kidding!) 
I am a multi-instrumentalist, but drums 

and percussion are my main instruments 
of choice. I play in local bands sometimes 
and record songs as a one-man-band 
called “Sundef.” Art and music are where 
I live mainly, but I also dig basketball and 
baseball. Listening to music is a must, and 
watching televison.

What do you listen to when creating art? 
If not birds chirping or my air-conditioning 
unit, I like classic jazz, Hendrix-style rock, 
metal, classical and all kinds of genres, 
really. Sometimes have the television go-
ing in the background. Occasionally I will 
have nothing to listen to at all - depends on 
the mood.

When are you most creative? When I'm 
not working; and when I want to block 
stuff out, like people flipping you off driv-
ing down the road for no apparent reason; 
also, after I've watched movies or read ar-
ticles about other artists. And, when I par-
take in a libation or two.

Where do you create your work? My 
garage-apartment in Virginia Beach. Also 
at restaurants, other public places and art 
shows that I'm in.

Do you share your work before it's com-
pleted? If I ever do, it's online. I will some-
times take progress pics of my work and 
save them. I will also take a detail-pic of 

what I'm working on and post it as a sam-
ple preview on Facebook or Instagram. 
Usually, though, I just burn the midnight 
oil and unveil the piece once it’s complet-
ed. 

Do you find you work fast or slowly? It 
depends on what type of piece I'm working 
on because I do different types of subjects 
and styles. I can do a loose abstract-expres-
sionist work in a couple hours, possibly 
touching it up the next day or so. If it's a 
portrait or painting with a lot of detail, it 
can be an ongoing process of up to sever-
al weeks or months. I have some works I 
started a few years back that I eventually 
go back to and finish, hopefully. I have 
a day job so I'll usually chip away at my 
pieces the same way a skyscraper is built - 
one day at a time. 

How long have you been in the art field? 
I started drawing and painting as far back 
as I can remember. I have always doodled, 
engulfing my notes in school to the point 
where I could sometimes no longer read 
them. I got serious about art in high school 
and then majored in Visual Art in college. 
I got into the idea of selling my art and do-
ing more of it in ‘06 or ‘07. 

What inspires you to create art? Many 
pre-planned ideas I will let flow into some-

thing I don't exactly know how will turn 
out, like my abstracts, which can be an 
adventure. It can also be like singing the 
blues in order to channel a lot of depres-
sion into something better. It's a gift not 
everyone has, which results in this am-
biguous duty we artists have in life. Art is 
challenging, surprising and can be spiritual 
for both the artist and the viewer.

Has being involved with art changed 
you? I'm sure that it has; cannot easily 
imagine myself not doing art. It can be 
therapeutic and meditative and for many 
artists, it's required for them to be who 
they are. It allows me to agree with life and 
make other people happy. If I had chosen 
a different path really young, I might be a 
forensics agent or airline pilot, I just don't 
know. I do know that I would still like art 
even if I were not as involved with it as I 
am. 

With what organizations are you in-
volved? Hampton Arts League, Chesa-
peake Bay Art Association, Suffolk Art 
League, Freemasons, Tidewater Art Alli-
ance.

What satisfies you the most about your 
art? Mostly when you are deep into creat-
ing a piece while translating some of your 

Continues on page 5 

Artist Interview

“I will take someone or something familiar, such as a person or scene, and give an extra aura or aspect to it.” - Mike Morgan
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soul. I'm also a musician and will draw 
or paint other musicians that I admire and 
I do it as this kind of tribute; they had us 
do this in high school where you picture 
someone you idolize and draw them. It's 
always a plus when you draw Bob Dylan 
or a commissioned portrait for someone 
and they recognize who it is, it’s a sweet 
feeling. 

Where can the public enjoy your art? 
mikewmorgan.com, michaelwmorgan.
artistwebsites.com, Artistic Creations on 
Shore Drive, an outside window display 
at Tazewell Hotel in downtown Norfolk, 
Positive Vibes on Indian River, Lin-Lin 
Studio Gallery at East Beach Plaza and TC 
Grill in Hampton. 

What mediums are you focused on 
now? Graphite pencil on paper, acrylic on 
stretched canvas. I will also use charcoal, 
artists-pen, India ink and oil paint. 

Where do you see your art career taking 
you in the future? Continuing to enter into 
local galleries and participating in indoor 
and outdoor art shows; freelance art and 
music full-time. Right now, my main goal 
is to just keep creating what I can, when 
I can, and possibly relocate for new per-
spectives in life and artistic purposes. 

What's your best advice to new and up-
coming artists? Whether your skill is nat-
ural or learned, enjoy it and don't take any 
wooden nickels. Learn what you know 
you need to and make sure what you're do-
ing is you. I also believe in titling artworks 
because they are forms of entertainment 
just like a movie, song or novel. If you 

absolutely need to call it “Untitled,” make 
sure it draws people in first and then they'll 
more likely be able to interpret it.

How would you rate the city's art scene 
from 1 to 10? I give it a six. With new “Art 
Walk” events popping up now and Alche-
my NFK, I see it getting better with the 
direction it's going. We have many tradi-
tional art events like the Neptune Festival 
and Stockley Gardens, along with many 
art-supporting bars, restaurants and coffee 
shops in both Virginia Beach and Norfolk. 
If stores would start to give you a bag for 
your stuff instead of asking if you needed 
one, and the economy improved, I think 
the art market would improve, as well. 

What shows have you been in? Neptune 
Festival, Ocean View, Buckroe Beach, 

Gosport, Hampton Arts League Members 
Show, The Artists Gallery monthly shows, 
Suffolk Art Gallery, Tidewater Art Alli-
ance Juried Show, d'Art Center Mid-At-
lantic Juried Exhibition, various bar or 
restaurant art gatherings, and intimate solo 
shows.

Hope you enjoyed the interview and 
until next time, remember: As the summer 
season kicks off, show some love by sup-
porting our local art community. Attend all 
the art opening receptions and make your 
art purchases from local artists. Together 
we can keep our art initiative alive!

Randall Jordan owns Artistic Creations 
Art Gallery, 4425 Shore Drive, Unit 104.

Reach Randall Jordan at TheVirginia-
BeachSun@gmail.com.

Artist Interview

“I started drawing and painting as far back as I can remember. I have always doodled.” - Mike Morgan

“4th Of July” by Mike Morgan

“Charles Mingus” by Mike Morgan
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By Hennah Harbin

A 10-year-old boy is alone on Wildcat 
Road in Everett, N.C., standing next to 
a hand-pulled wagon overflowing with 
bright, colorful flowers grown in his fa-
ther’s garden. 

The hand-painted sign proclaims: 
“Jones the Florist.” 

In the summer heat the young man sells 
blooms, but as the seasons quietly change 
and the air grows slowly colder, he care-
fully crafts holiday wreaths and decora-
tive ornaments made from evergreen tree 
limbs and red holly berries. 

That little boy sweating by the road-
side was Wayne Jones, owner of Flowers 
– Wayne Jones on Laskin Road near the 
Oceanfront. He has come a long way since 
then, but hasn’t lost his love of all things 
fragrant.

“I was selling to people from New 

York back then, now I’m buying back 
from New York,” said Jones. “My mother 
always wanted her sons to be a doctor, a 
lawyer and a minister. She got an accoun-
tant, a truck driver and a florist, but we all 
made her happy.”  

Born in Martin County, N.C., he has 
loved flowers his entire life. Daniel Wes-
ley Jones and Pauline Modlin, his parents, 
raised three boys with flowering hopes.

 A lifelong lover of flora and a 42-year 
Oceanfront businessman, Jones is a mem-
ber of numerous organizations devoted 
spreading the beauty of floral arrange-
ments. A longstanding member of the 
Professional Floral Communicators Inter-
national, he is eligible for the 2014 Tommy 
Bright award, a prize only granted to those 
members who are professionally knowl-
edgeable, reputable and respected.

Jones and his wife, Louinda, have resid-

ed in the Linlier neighborhood for nearly 
30 years, attend Virginia Beach Method-
ist Church and have two daughters. Alice 
Stephenson, 39, who lives at Hilltop; and 
Ruth, 28, is employed with William E. 
Wood Real Estate in Richmond. 

Very active in the community, Jones 
volunteers for the Ronald McDonald 
House and participates in the Virginia Mu-
sical Theatre.  He enjoys playing the piano 
and harp, having never lost his childhood 
passion for music. 

Jones had been in the flower business 
for nearly a decade by the time he reached 
Oak City high school. A good student 
and a natural fit for the Future Farmers of 
America, he also greatly enjoyed singing 
in the chorus and received honors for his 
public speaking at local, state and national 
levels.

Even as a child with a flower-filled 

wagon, Jones always knew his greatest 
goal in life was to own his own flower 
shop. With ardent aspirations and fervent 
determination, he worked toward making 
that vision a reality. He also dreamed of 
writing for famous newspapers and has 
been published in such trade publications 
as Southern Florist and Flower News.

When the time came to attend a higher 

educational institute, Jones pursued Asso-
ciate’s degrees at both Chowan University 
in Murfreesboro, N.C., as well as East Car-
olina University in Greendale, N.C. At that 
time, both universities were known as col-
leges. Although he left school to join the 

Navy in 1965, the future florist had been 
studying both Music and Journalism.

Before signing up to protect his coun-
try, Jones made a life-altering commitment 
and married Louinda Jones, formerly Lou-
inda Modlin, in September of that year.

“I was hired on the spot at Haddaway 
Florist in Norfolk in May, then got married 
in September of that same year, then went 

into the Navy for my honeymoon,” Jones 
said.

After serving the Navy in Norfolk, 
Jones was hired at the Herbert Harrell

Continues on page 7 

Businessman and florist Wayne Jones has been cultivating beauty every day since 1972
A North Carolina native and retired Navy, he studied design in England, Holland and Italy

The shop sells approximately 500 to 600 
roses and 100 to 200 lilies per week, and the 
busiest time of year is always Mother’s Day 
and Valentine’s Day. He makes deliveries as 
far away as Dallas, Long Island, Richmond, 

Williamsburg and North Carolina.
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Florist in Virginia Beach, where he worked 
for three years. Then, on December 1, 1972 
a lifelong dream was realized when Jones 
opened his one-and-only flower shop just a 
few blocks from the boardwalk. 

“And I have no plans for retirement,” 
Jones said. “I love what I do. I love the peo-
ple I serve. Flowers bring a lot of joy, they 
speak what the heart can’t put into words.”

In addition to Chowan, East Carolina 
and his on-the-job experience, Jones also 
studied at the Maastricht School of Design 
in Maastricht, Holland; the Montecantini 
School of Design in Italy and the Interflora 
School of Design in Surry, England.

“I have a flower named after me, which 
is a great honor for somebody still living,” 
Jones said. “It is a white orchid, one of my 
favorites.” 

The hybrid is registered with the Roy-
al Horticulture Society of London under 
Jones’ surname, “Daniel Wayne Jones.”

Jones and his wife, also a qualified flo-
rist, work together at the shop along with 
two full-time delivery drivers. Even though 
business is good, life at work isn’t always 
easy.

“The constant search for those (employ-
ees) who really want to work (is challeng-

ing),” Jones said. 
 His favorite parts of the job are interact-

ing with his customers and creating custom 
arrangements from requests. 

“My clientele is the best in the world,” 
he said.  

Although there have been recent re-
quests for Jones to expand his business to 
other locations, he has declined them all. 
The branch called Flowers by the Sea at 
Hilltop was sold to staff members, as was 
the flower pavilion at the Fairfield shop-
ping center in Kempsville.

One reason customers keep coming 
back, he said, is because he’s always 
changing his inventory. The shop sells ap-
proximately 500 to 600 roses and 100 to 
200 lilies per week, and the busiest time 
of year is always Mother’s Day and Val-
entine’s Day. He makes deliveries as far 
away as Dallas, Long Island, Richmond, 
Williamsburg and North Carolina.

“Flowers remind us of our life cycle,” he 
said. “They develop, bloom, flourish and 
move on.” 

Reach Wayne at Flowers-Wayne Jones, 
329 Laskin Road, at 757-428-2901, Mon-
day through Saturday, from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Online: flowerswaynejones.net. 

Reach Hennah Harbin at TheVirgin-
aBeachSun@gmail.com. Wayne and Louinda Jones

Politics

Congressman Rigell
votes in support  
of energy freedom

Virginia Beach resident and U.S. Repre-
sentative Scott Rigell voted for three bills 
recently to further develop the nation’s 
natural resources. New energy production 
resulting from this legislation aims to cre-
ate jobs, generate revenue for American 
schools and roads, and help reduce the na-
tion’s dependence on foreign oil supplies 
from other countries.

“We need to keep moving forward on 
bipartisan efforts to responsibly develop 
our energy resources,” said Rigell. “Ener-
gy is the ‘number one’ way to create jobs 
and diversify the Hampton Roads econo-
my while also moving America away from 
its dangerous reliance on foreign oil. This 
translates into resources that could be used 
to improve local schools, fund transporta-
tion projects and diversify the local econ-
omy.”
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Wildlife The Virginia Beach Neptunes

“Yes. I just know that there’s a lot 
of fans out there and having a team 
from Virginia Beach would definitely 
be a good thing. I would support the 
Neptunes.” - Mary Durbin, 55, Great 
Neck native

“Yes, actually, because the Tides 
games already have a decent num-
ber of people going (to their games). 
I would probably support both.” 
- Vanessa Psang, 16, Virginia 
Beach resident

“Sure. We have enough people in Vir-
ginia Beach to support a separate en-
tertainment center and I think we have 
enough for a baseball team. I would 
support the Neptunes.” - David Dz-
wonkoski, 61, Hilltop

“No. It just seems like there’s too 
much concentration in the area. I 
think as far as all the other leisure ac-
tivities that they could take part in, I 
don’t see a major fan base for another 
baseball team. I wouldn’t support ei-
ther.” - Noah Lee, 37, Town Center

“Yes. There’s not a lot of attractions here, 
so whenever there is something going 
on we tend to be attracted to it. There’s a 
lot of sports fans around the area so I do 
believe that it would be a good competi-
tion between those two teams. It would 
bring a lot of people out for excitement 
and fun. I would support both.” - Wanda 
Johnson, 36, Virginia Beach resident

Are there enough Tidewater baseball fans to support teams in Virginia Beach and Norfolk?

Dragonflies are predators,  
but don’t eat butterflies
As the days get warmer and the skies 

shine brighter, dragonflies are sure to ap-
pear in many Beach backyards and gar-
dens, flitting around, looking for food, 
water, mates and abundant sunshine. Be-
longing to the Odonata order, dragonflies 
are identified by their large, multifacet-
ed eyes, two pairs of strong, transparent 
wings and elongated body. Dragonflies 
can sometimes be mistaken for damsel-
flies, which are morphologically similar, 
but can be differentiated by the fact that the 
wings of most dragonflies are held away 
from, and perpendicular to, the body when 
at rest. Dragonflies possess six legs (like 
any other insect), but most of them cannot 
walk well. Dragonflies are among the fast-
est flying insects in the world, clocked at 
30 miles –per-hour. Dragonflies are preda-
tors that eat mosquitoes and other small in-
sects like flies, bees, ants, wasps, and very 
rarely butterflies. 

This large, brown dragonfly was recently pho-
tographed in the city’s Thoroughgood section.

Continued from Page 1 

also be home to Tidewater Community 
College’s new junior baseball team. 

“The more baseball, the better,” said 
Kirwin. “People are already reserving sea-
son tickets.”

Although the development area sits 
upon wetlands, the city has assured citi-
zens that the natural marshes will be left 
ecologically intact. Construction on the 
new ballpark, which has not yet been 
named, begins in the next few weeks, and 
the season is expected to start late in the 
spring.

“Construction should take approxi-
mately 10 months, weather permitting,” 
said Kirwin. “We might have to start the 
season on the road, or at another team’s 
stadium, but we will definitely be opening 
next year.”

Season tickets are $560 per seat, which 
includes all 70 home games.  The season 
contains 140 games total, as well as play-
off games. The team is considered an inde-
pendent minor-league team, a member of 
the Atlantic League of Professional Base-
ball and will not be affiliated with any ma-
jor league team. They are already scouting 
at local colleges for “some local flavor,” 
Kirwin said, and that the roster will hold 
approximately 25 players.

Christened “Neptunes” by the com-
munity in a Facebook contest, the team’s 
formation and stadium’s construction will 
be funded through private bonds. Its colors 
are Navy blue, gold and white.

“It’s all private dollars, not taxpayer dol-
lars,” said Kirwin. “It’s a community team 

with private ownership, and it’s privately 
funded.”

The team is co-owned and managed 
by the members of Virginia Beach Profes-
sional Baseball: Clay Dills, president and 
COO; Joe Pinto, vice president and gen-
eral manager; Andy Etchebarren, former 
Orioles catcher; John Hawley, vice pres-
ident, operations; Roger Clemens, sev-
en-time CY Young Award winner; Butch 
Hobson, manager, Lancaster Barnstorm-
ers, former MLB player and manager; Jas 
Short, chairman; and Brian Kirwin, Rourk 
Public Relations, Virginia Beach.

“It should bring in some regional tour-
naments and help the local baseball com-
munity,” said Norfolk Tides General Man-
ager Joe Gregory, about the Resort City’s 
inaugural pro team.

The Tides team is funded by the City 
of Norfolk and plays at Harbor Park Sta-
dium, which has a total seating capacity 
of 11,856 and features a restaurant, luxury 
boxes and a picnic area. The Norfolk Tides 
also play in the minor league, as members 
of the International League, but are part of 
a major league team.

“We’re a triple-A League team, affiliat-

ed with the Baltimore Orioles. The Nep-
tunes will be an independent league team,” 
said Gregory. “The Tides are at the highest 
level of minor league.”

Season tickets for the Tides are $550 
per seat, and include all 72 home games. 
Locals may find themselves torn between 
which team to root for, but can rest easy 
knowing that the two minor-leaguers will 
never actually play as rivals.

“No rivalry,” said Gregory. “It’s two 
different levels of baseball. We’ve been in 
the market for 50 years; we have a great 
fan base and a great location in downtown 
Norfolk.”

Those who do not follow the sport may 
wonder if the Hampton roads area con-
tains enough baseball fans to support both 
teams, particularly two teams so close in 
proximity to one another.

“Time will tell,” said Gregory. “We’ll 
have to wait and see until they break 
ground on the stadium, until opening day.”

Reach Hennah Harbin at TheVirginia-
BeachSun.com.

An artist’s rendering of the Virginia Beach Neptunes’ new baseball stadium near Princess Anne Commons.

Please see article on this page for photo identification.
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