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Commentary

Following a two-year formal in-
vestigation, Virginia Beach Mayor 
Will Sessoms recently pleaded no 
contest to a single misdemeanor 
charge of violating the state’s Con-
flict of Interest Act for a vote he 
cast that benefited a borrower of 
TowneBank while he was a presi-
dent there, according to the region's 
daily newspaper The Virginian-Pi-
lot. The plea agreement allowed 
four other charges to be dropped. It 
also set forth that the Sessoms not 
be removed from office and make a 
$1,000 donation to the Virginia Co-
alition for Open Government (see 
related article on Page 19). A $500 
fine, which is the maximum penalty 
allowed for a Class 3 misdemeanor, 
was suspended. The mayor stood 
less than five minutes before General 
District Court Judge Lucretia Carri-
co, The Pilot reports. After the trial's 
conclusion, Mayor Sessoms issued 
the following public statement:

 The last year has been a difficult 
time for me and my family. 

 A newspaper article that ran on 
November 8, 2014, alleged numer-
ous instances of improper votes I 
made, questioning my integrity and 
honesty. A special investigation was 
launched as a result of this article, 
and I was immediately advised by 
my attorneys to withhold any pub-
lic discussion of the matter. With the 
resolution that has taken place, I can 
now speak to the citizens I am so 
proud to serve.

 First, I would like to thank you, 
the people, and the Virginia Beach 
City Council, for your patience 
during this investigation. The vast 
majority of folks who contacted 
me fell into two categories: those 

who thought it fair to let the process 
play out and gave me the benefit of 
the doubt, and those who knew me 
well enough to know I would never 
do anything deliberately improper 
in my service as Mayor of Virginia 
Beach. The only positive in this en-
tire affair is the fair-mindedness and 
support I have received from our cit-
izens during the past year.

 It all began when I got a phone 
call from a Virginian-Pilot reporter 
shortly before a scheduled trip to the 
Philippines representing the city. The 
reporter did not indicate the magni-
tude of the allegations he intended 
to accuse me of, just that he only 
needed “thirty minutes” of my time. 
I agreed to meet with the reporter 
on Wednesday, November 19, three 
days after I would be returning from 
the trip. 

 For whatever reason, the story 
broke online the evening of Nov. 7, 
and ran in the newspaper that next 
morning, while I was on the other 
side of the world. I will never under-
stand why I was not given the courte-
sy of an interview as scheduled, and 
feel that the firestorm that ensued 
when the article ran may not have 
occurred if I had the opportunity to 
sit down with the reporter and ex-
plain each of the issues he intended 
to raise in his article.

 After a year-long investiga-
tion, where volumes of records and 
e-mails were sent to the special 
prosecutor, reviewing the nearly one 
thousand separate votes I have tak-
en as Mayor, I am acknowledging a 
mistake on a matter known as Mad-
ison Landing. This was a rezoning 
that was recommended by the City 
Planning Department and the Virgin-

ia Beach Planning Commission, and 
received a unanimous vote from the 
City Council. My vote was not nec-
essary for this project to pass. When I 
reviewed the application prior to my 
vote, I saw that the Planning Com-
mission unanimously recommended 
approval and that the item was put on 
what’s known as the City’s Council’s 
consent agenda. 

 Unfortunately, I stopped there. 
Because there were no issues or 
concerns being raised, I did not look 
further for a developer’s name. But 
even that wouldn’t have told me 
which bank this developer would be 
using. I did not go further and this led 
to the error which I admit. My ab-
stention on this issue would not have 
made a difference in the vote’s out-
come. Still, know that if I could do 
it over again, I would have recused 
myself from this vote or disclosed it. 

 The City Attorney has done his 
best to make sure this situation will 
not arise again for any council mem-
ber. Future applications will list ad-
ditional information to assist coun-
cilmembers in determining whether 
they should abstain from a vote. To-
tal transparency is vital to deliver the 
government our citizens deserve.

 Looking back on the one state-
ment that I made at the beginning 
of this investigation – that I never 
knowingly made any vote to finan-
cially benefit myself or my former 
employer – still stands true today, 
and it has been confirmed by the spe-
cial prosecutor. I love this city and 
our citizens, and have spent every 
day as Mayor trying to represent you 
to the best of my ability. 

 I am truly sorry I let my guard 
down on this one vote. I have found 

over the past year that when your 
character and all you believe and 
stand for are questioned, sever-
al things occur: You find out who 
your friends are. You discover that 
the good will that you’ve built up 
through decades of public service 
does matter for the overwhelming 
majority of the people you serve. 
You learn what it means to have a 
loving and supportive family. And 
you learn a lot about yourself. 

I am the first to admit I’m not per-
fect. It is important that you know 
that every ounce of my being is ded-
icated to making Virginia Beach the 
best it can be, every day of the year, 
with integrity and honor. 

 I am humbled to be the Mayor of 
the Greatest City in the World, and 
will strive with renewed energy to 
do the best job I can for the Greatest 
People in the World, the citizens of 
Virginia Beach.

Mayor Will Sessoms
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Business Spotlight - Urban Cupcakes and More!

By Greg Goldfarb
Editor

They’re pink and blue, and white 
and green, sweet, moist and fragrant.

Cakes, cupcakes, cookies, me-
ringues and more, made fresh dai-
ly at Hilltop, but with roots deep in 
South America.

And according to one of its own-
ers, business is up.

“It’s going so good, I can’t com-
plain at all,” said Michelle Haynie. 
“The holidays have been great.”

Haynie, along with two family 
members also from Valencia, Vene-

zuela, opened Urban Cupcakes and 
More in September in the Hilltop 
West Shopping Center, its storefront 
facing First Colonial Road.

Her mother, Schary Bernwin-
kler, an Oceana resident, and aunt, 
Yubirys Leedahl, a Lynnhaven res-
ident, owned and operated a suc-
cessful bakery in their hometown 
of Valencia before selling it to other 
family members and opening their 
second family-owned and operated 
business, but this time in the Resort 
City. They also taught cooking and 
baking classes in their home coun-
try, motivated by their love of food 

and people, Haynie said.
Bernwinkler and Leedahl grew 

up in Venezuela and have lived in 
Virginia Beach for many years. 
Haynie moved here at age 13, is 
married to Brady Haynie and lives 
near Oceana. Her father, Joseph 
Bernwinkler, is retired from the 
U.S. Navy and works now a pri-
vate contractor. Leedahl also works 
part-time at Gringo’s Taqueria at the 
Oceanfront.

United, the family comes togeth-
er to work at their store, beginning 
the day at 6 a.m., when they start 
baking before opening their doors 

to the public at 9 a.m. Their most 
popular item, Haynie said, is their 
tres leches, which she describes as 
a soaked, Mexican dessert cake, 
made with different milks and milk 
syrup, topped with vanilla mousse 
and dulce leche. The 900 square-
foot store’s edible inventory in-
cludes homemade cakes, cup cakes, 
cake pops, puppy cakes for dogs, 
meringues and cookies.

“It is what they love doing” said 
Haynie, referring to her mother’s 
and aunt’s love of baking. “Every-
thing we make is fresh, no preser-
vatives, any flavor, and we make 

custom orders.”
There are plans to maybe some-

day open another location, Haynie 
said, but for now, their plates are full.

“We would like to open another 
place,” said Haynie, “but now our 
focus is to stay here and work this 
location. We love Virginia Beach. 
We’re so close to the beach. It’s so 
good!”

Reach Urban Cupcakes and 
More, 616 Hilltop West Shopping 
Center, at 1-757-222-0213; or 
visit Facebook.com/UrbanCup-
cakesAndMore. Hours: Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Celebrating Urban Cupcakes and More’s recent opening, left to right: Larry Simerson, standing next to Yubirys Leedahl who is her boyfriend and helps at the 
business; Schary Bernwinkler and her husband Joseph Bernwinkler ; and Michelle Haynie and her husband Brady Haynie. Urban Cupcakes and More’s most 
popular item is their tres leches, which is a soaked, Mexican dessert cake, made with different milks and milk syrup, topped with vanilla mousse and dulce 

leche. (Courtesy photos)

Urban Cupcakes and More’s roots reach South America, business is sweet at Hilltop bakery
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On The Sunny Side! - A lighter look at the upcoming New Year

Even though the weather’s colder, Virginia Beach still a good place for families to cozy together, make plans 
By Latrice Harrison
Contributor

 For some people, the holiday season means cold 
weather, snow and being forced to hide indoors. 

 But here in Virginia Beach, the weather is often mild-
er during the holiday season, allowing beach goers to 
enjoy many of the things that they love about the sum-
mer, during the holidays as well. Thanksgiving week 
is the season’s big kick off, when they light the 40-foot 
tree at the beach, in King Neptune’s Park and launch the 
ever-popular Holiday Light Show, which follows the 
length of the boardwalk.

 For families with young children, there was nothing 
quite like getting cozy in the car and watching your fa-
vorite holiday songs come to life, in a colorful, 30-foot 

LED display, complete with a surfin’ Santa and Virginia 
Beach-style rock lobster. Horseback tours along the beach 
are also a great way to enjoy the show. However, when the 
weather is as warm as it was this year, walking through the 
light show at sunset provides a great opportunity to enjoy 
the festivities and get your toes in the sand, just one more 
time.

 For local anglers, the holidays are also striped bass sea-
son. For this reason, many people keep their boats in the 
water until the end of the year, hoping to have the biggest 
fish story to tell during family dinner. What better way to 
enjoy the winter break with loved ones, than bundling up 
and heading on down to the fishing pier? Some days are all 
about catching fish, but everyday is about building memo-
ries with loved ones.

 The holiday season is also the time of year when 
some of the our favorite outdoor hangouts suddenly be-
come cozy indoor eateries. Waterside dining becomes 
fireside dining, as a number of bars and restaurants turn 
up the charm and ambiance by turning on their fireplac-
es and table top lanterns, bringing people closer together.

 Even though it’s cold, turns out Virginia Beach is a 
great place to get cozy during the holidays. But in addi-
tion to that, it also offers a number of opportunities to 
extend the season of some of the awesome beach activi-
ties that many people love, bringing families together to 
make plans for the new year, which is what the holidays 
are all about.

Latrice Harrison is a Chesapeake resident, but a 
frequent visitor to Virginia Beach and the Oceanfront.
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616 Hilltop West Shopping Center | Virginia Beach, VA 23451
1-757-222-0213 | www.Facebook.com/UrbanCupcakesandMore

OVER 30 CUPCAKE FLAVORS, CAKES, COOKIES,  
CAKE POPS, PUPPY CAKES AND MORE!
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Treasure

LOCATED AT THE LYNNHAVEN BEACH SQUARE BEHIND PARLAY'S 

ANTIQUES
VINTAGE ITEMS
UNIQUE GIFTS
COLLECTIBLES

METAL ART AND MORE

Happy Holidays 
F R O M  T R E A S U R E  C H E S T

W E  B U Y  A N D  S E L L   A N T I Q U E S !

15% OFF!any regular priced item during the month ofDecember!
TREASURE CHEST ANTIQUES IS OPEN TUESDAY -  SATURDAY 10 A.M -  5 P.M.
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Local History - Lynnhaven Parish DAR celebrates Victory of Great Bridge; Chesapeake council members participate

(Editor’s note: This article was submitted by the 
Lynnhaven Parish Chapter DAR member Kristina 
Deluise.) 

Lynnhaven Parish Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution held its annual Holiday party re-
cently at Atlantic Shores Retirement Community near 
the Oceanfront. 

Guest speaker was Michael Potter, director of the 
Military Aviation Museum at 1341 Princess Anne 
Road, who told us that the museum, which was found-
ed in 2005, features one of the world’s largest private 
collections of historic military aircraft. Its continuing 
mission is to preserve, restore and fly these historic air-
craft. Mike also had a slide presentation, showing and 
telling us about the planes in the museum. 

He also told us about a Valentine›s Day dance that 
they hold annually, set in a 1940’s atmosphere, includ-

 (Editor’s note: This article was sub-
mitted by the Lynnhaven Parish Chap-
ter, DAR.) 

 Lynnhaven Parish Regent Vicki 
Kendall and Kristina Deluise recently at-
tended the 5th Annual National Society 
Sons of the American Revolution obser-
vance of the Victory at the Great Bridge 
and the 62nd Great Bridge Chapter 
Annual Wreath Laying by the Nation-
al Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR).

Bridge Chapter Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 

 Chesapeake City Council members 
Debbie Ritter and Steven West read 
the proclamations declaring December 
5, 2015 Great Bridge Observance day. 
Guest speaker, the Honorable E. Preston 
Grissom, gave an informative and en-
joyable speech.

 According to J.T. Whetstone, past 
president of the Norfolk Chapter Sons 
of the American Revolution and his ar-
ticle, “The Amazing Complete Victory 
at the Great Bridge,” after his victory 
at Kemps Landing, the Committee of 
Safety sent Colonel William Woodford 
with this Virginia 2nd Regiment, along 
with the Culpeper Minutemen, to attack 
Norfolk. 

 Colonel Woodford, with his men un-
der his command now numbering about 
900 men, arrived at the Village of Great 
Bridge, which is today known as Battle-
field Boulevard, on December 2. The 
Americans constructed a breastwork on 
the south of the causeway, opposite Fort 
Murray.

 On December 9, 1775, although 
knowing that a frontal assault could be 
dangerous because the bridge and cause-

 The wreath said, “Welcome to the 
site of the first land battle of the Amer-
ican Revolution in Virginia and Amer-
ica’s first victory!” And welcome we 
were as the ceremony began the “Great 
Bridge” parted behind us!

 Charles Murla provided a musical 
serenade with the violin and the com-
memoration was co-presided over by 
Maury Weeks, president Norfolk Chap-
ter Sons of the American Revolution 
and Emily Holmes, regent of the Great 

way was only wide enough to allow six 
men to cross walking shoulder-to-shoul-
der as they approached the breastwork, 
Lord Dunmore ordered the attack any-
way.

 Captain Leslie ordered the gunners 
from the Otter to open fire and Cap-
tain Charles Fordyce led the imposing 
British grenadiers of the 14th regiment 
on foot across the bridge and onto the 
causeway, bayonets fixed, towards 
the breastwork manned by Lieutenant 
Travis’ 60 patriots. A ball hit Captain 
Fordyce in the knee, but he staggered 
to his feet and wrapped a handkerchief 
on his wound. He heroically waved his 
hat in the air and shouted to his men that 
the day was their own, but died about 15 
feet from the breastwork with 14 bullets 
having riddled his body.

 The battle lasted only half-an-hour. 
Remarkably, only one patriot was 
wounded, in the hand. A Virginian re-
ported to Colonel Woodford that the 
British loss was 102 killed and wound-
ed. The patriots buried Captain Fordyce 
under a cypress tree with the full military 
honors he deserved. That night, Leslie 
led the British troops back to Norfolk.

 General George Washington later 

told Lee that «if Dunmore is not crushed 
before spring, he will become the most 
formidable Enemy America has,» and 
that «nothing less than depriving him of 
life or liberty will secure peace to Virgin-
ia.»

 On January 1, 1776, Norfolk was 
burned in action begun by Royal Navy 
ships and their landing parties, under 
Dunmore and Commodore Henry Pel-
low’s orders, but completed by Whig 
troops that continued to loot and burn 
the former Tory stronghold. 

 Lord Dunmore occupied Portsmouth 
in February 1776, and used it as a base 
for raiding operations until late March, 
when General Charles Lee successfully 
forced him back to the fleet. After further 
raiding operations in the Chesapeake, 
Dunmore and the British fleet left for 
New York City August 1776. Dunmore 
never returned to Virginia. 

 A highway marker was placed by the 
state of Virginia in 1934 near the battle 
site. In response to construction threats to 
the battlefield, local citizens organized in 
1999 to preserve the area. Learn more at 
the Great Bridge Battlefield and Water-
ways Visitor Center and Museum.

ing Andrew Sisters’- type performances, and request-
ing but not requiring that everyone dress in 1940’s at-
tire. They also hold a War Birds over the Beach show 
in May.

My favorite aircraft was the Curtiss 1911 Model D 
“Pusher” that was first flown in 1910; the tricycle-gear 
biplane was one of the first aircraft to be built in any 
quantity. 

Wearing bicycle inner tubes as a life preserver, Eu-
gene Ely was the first person, and plane, to take off 
from a Navy ship using the Curtiss 1911 Model D 
“Pusher.” 

My husband, the car enthusiast, prefers the P-510 
Mustang the World War II fighter plane.

Overall it was an enjoyable presentation and I urge 
locals and tourists to go check it out: http://www.mili-
taryaviationmuseum.org.

Celebrating the holidays are Lynnhaven Parish Chapter Regent Vicki Kendall, standing; Judy Pate, 
secretary; and Michael Potter, director, Military Aviation Museum. (Courtesy photo.)

Book Your Next
Private Event With Us!

Rehearsal Dinners, Company Parties,
Birthdays, Retirements etc.

Best Oysters
Rockefeller & Finest

Seafood In Town

Local History - Lynnhaven Parish Chapter DAR celebrates holidays at retirement home; hears about historic aircraft
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1628 Independence Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23455 • 757.460.0719 

 historybuffbooks.com Mon. thru Sat 10:30am-7pm

The Longest Black Friday Sale in History!www.facebook.com/historybuff1628?ref=hl

Black Friday Sale Continues  
Through January 1, 2016!

Thousands of Books on American, Military and World  
History From Native Americans to the War on Terror

• Large selections on the Civil War and W.W. II 
• THOUSANDS OF BOOKS AND DVDS AT $9.99 OR LESS!
• New and Used, 1st Editions, and Signed Editions 
• Find us on         and Google +

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Community - Upcoming holiday

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (officially 
Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.) is an 
American federal holiday marking the 
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. It is 
observed on the third Monday of January 
each year, which is around King's birthday, 
January 15. 

 King was the chief spokesman for non-
violent activism in the Civil Rights Move-
ment, which successfully protested racial 
discrimination in federal and state law. The 
campaign for a federal holiday in King's 
honor began soon after his assassination in 
1968. 

 President Ronald Reagan signed the 
holiday into law in 1983 and it was first 
observed three years later. 

Christine Fallwell, D.C.
Light Touch Adjusting
Activator Technique

Advanced Certification
325-A First Colonial Road
Virginia Beach Va., 23454

p: 757-498-8700
f: 757-498-8764 

dr.c@lightkeeperchiro.com

Martin Luther King Day Monday, Jan. 18
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By Greg Goldfarb
 Editor

 For nearly two years, the city of Virginia Beach 
has been negotiating with representatives from Virgin-
ia Beach-based United States Management to bring a 
big arena to the Oceanfront; one to attract people from 
around the world to the Resort City.

 And it looks like the city has finally hit the big time.
 After considerable public and private deliberations, 

Virginia Beach City Council on Dec. 8 approved three 
formal agreements, paving the way for construction to 
begin on the 18,000-seat facility next year.

 The agreements transfer land to the city Develop-
ment Authority, declares the City Council’s intent that 
no General Fund money will be used to support the 
arena and reaffirms the city’s strong and continuing 
support of the Tidewater Veterans Memorial and Park, 
which rests adjacent to where the arena will be built.

 Driving council’s decision to approve a new arena, 
in addition to the new status and prestige it will bring 
the city, was the funding formula, which relies heavily 
on foreign investors. USM President and CEO An-
drea Kilmer says now that the project's been formally 
approved, it won't be long before the curtain is drawn 
on the new Virginia Beach arena. She recently spoke 
with The Virginia Beach Sun:

When do you plan to break ground? Before the 
end of 2016. Construction will begin after that and last 
for around 23 to 24 months.

What will be it's total construction cost? $200 
million, not including infrastructure costs being pro-
vided by the city in the round sum of $78 million. 

When is it set of open to the public? Our contract 
with the city has a target date of October 2019. We are 
aggressively gearing towards an end-of-the-year 2018 
grand opening. 

What was the most challenging part of bring 
this initiative to fruition? Thus far, conveying the 
concept of a private owner taking on private risk to 
construct, own and operate the facility that generally is 
built, owned and operated by a municipality, and the 
requirements and flexibility private enterprise must 
have to take on this risk. We are motivated differently 
than a municipality to make the venue successful and 
solve operational challenges that arise as we do not 
have the authority to raise taxes to make up a shortfall, 
but must remain creative in solutions so we can con-
tinue to employ area citizens, provide entertainment 
opportunities and give back to our home town. 

Why An Arena?  The goals of USM, the city, 
area businesses, and local citizens align: we all want 
a spectacular entertainment and sports venue that pro-

vides jobs, reinvigorates the local economy and draws 
world-class acts and year-round tourists alike, without 
the city or local citizens shouldering the financial bur-
den for the facility.

 USM’s plan to construct a locally owned, private-
ly financed entertainment and sports venue on a site 
across from the Virginia Beach Convention Center 
will generate positive and lasting benefits. A world-
class arena will create opportunities for local residents 
to enjoy spectacular events and new reasons for tour-
ists to visit Virginia Beach and enjoy its restaurants, 
hotels and many attractions year-round. The 18,000-
seat capacity venue will draw guests from across 
Hampton Roads, the state of Virginia and beyond 
to enjoy the talents of outstanding athletes and per-
formers, whether they are skating on ice, driving for a 
basket or singing their hearts out to large, appreciative 
audiences. Although USM and its partners have deter-
mined that the arena will be financially viable without 
an NBA or NHL team, the facility will be constructed 
with the upgrade capabilities to attract a professional 
sports franchise in the future.

Why United States Management? Project team 
includes leading national contractors, architects, en-
gineers, and building operators with global expertise 
and perspective who will partner with local firms that 
have long-term regional experience. The arena's con-
struction will be privately financed, therefore, USM 
will bear the financial and operational risk of the proj-
ect, meaning the city's prized AAA bond rating will 
not be threatened. The arena will create significant 
employment and economic benefits, during both con-
struction and operation. 

What Are The Benefits? The arena, located on a 
site across from the city’s convention center, will be-
come both a centerpiece of the community and a hub 
of local economic activity. 

USM’s proposal for a multipurpose entertainment and 
sports arena aligns with Virginia Beach’s 2012 Strate-
gic Growth Area Plan in that it will:

•  Create jobs and provide a major new  
economic generator.

•  Attract live performance and sporting events 
that currently bypass the region.

•  Provide diverse, year-round  
entertainment for residents  
and visitors alike.

•  Optimize the potential of the  
adjacent Convention Center.

•  Increase revenue for area hotels, restaurants and 
other businesses.

•  Be a talent draw for local  employers.
•  Boost property values.

The arena will host events such as:
• Live concerts including artists on the  

Top 100 North American  music tours.
•  Family events including Disney on Ice, 

circuses, and Sesame Street Live.
•  Conventions and trade shows (to complement 

and augment Convention Center offerings).
•  Collegiate athletic events such as conference  

and NCAA tournaments.
•  Youth sporting events such as regional,  

state and national tournaments.
•  Theater events and Off-Broadway shows.
•  Monster truck rallies and other motor sports.
•  National and state political conventions.
•  Comedy acts.
•  Olympic trials.
•  NBA/NHL exhibition games.

The arena will incorporate advanced features to  
create a world-class audience and spectator experi-
ence, such as:

• Premium seating and suites with amenities.
•  Multiple seating options.
•  LED screen scoreboard and ribbon boards.
•  Box Office/Ticketing and guest services.
•  ADA accessibility.
•  Easy access to merchandising areas  

and concessions.
•  Multiple restrooms and first aid stations.
•  Lounges and restaurants.

The arena will also include NCAA/NBA/NHL-ready 
core features to enable future support of collegiate 
tournaments and a professional sports franchise in-
cluding:

•  A combination of fixed and  
retractable seating.

•  Basketball court.
•  Ice floor to accommodate  

hockey and ice shows.
•  Home and visiting team  

locker rooms.
•  Officials’ locker rooms.
•  Media support, broadcast and interview facilities.
•  Performers’ five-star dressing rooms.

Hot damn! Bring it on! -  The city hits the big leagues with new  
18,000-seat, almost $300 million Oceanfront entertainment arena
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About Andrea Kilmer

Andrea M. Kilmer, CPA, CFF, CGMA, is USM's 
president and CEO. She is a certified public accountant 
and senior executive with more than 35 years of experi-
ence in accounting, finance, administration and diverse 
business operations. Her credentials include class "A" 
contractor, real estate and mortgage broker, and sports 
manager among others. Andrea was the past chair of the 
Virginia Board of Accountancy and currently serves on 
the Enforcement Committee. Previously, she served on 
the Virginia Economic and Development Jobs Commis-
sion and on Old Dominion University's Board of Visi-
tors. She has served in various capacities for numerous 
charities in Hampton Roads, holds an Accounting degree 
from ODU and is a lifelong resident of Virginia Beach.
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Sunshine Girl - Salem Woods resident Eugenia Gonzales is a JMU grad, plays violin, likes cocktail shrimp and once won a pie-eating contest

Occupation: Model, actress, magi-
cian’s assistant, dancer, substitute teach-
er, violinist.

Virginia Beach family members 
and their neighborhoods:”My parents 
live in Virginia Beach in the Salem high 
school area. I also have two brothers and 
a sister that live in Virginia Beach and a 
sister in Chesapeake.”

Educational background: Gradu-
ated from James Madison University.

Professional background: Substi-
tute teacher.

How long have you been a mod-
el? Three years.

How first get interested in mod-
eling? “I started off doing photoshoots 
with photographers in the area to get 
experience. When I felt like I had a few 
good portfolio images, I submitted my 
pictures to a local modeling agency and 
started booking jobs through them.”

What do you like best about mod-
eling? “Honestly, I love how I get to 
experience different things and meet 
new people. It’s exciting; I have done a 
variety of roles for shoots that when you 
list them together sound so random! I 
have been a glamorous fashion model, 
a bride, a mermaid, fire performer, a 
business woman, etc. I get to step into so 
many different worlds. Best of all, I have 

made so many friends along the way.”
What do you least like about mod-

eling? “Sometimes you run across peo-
ple who can be rude or condescending 
but that’s with any job or in life in gener-
al. What I have learned is that their opin-
ions don’t matter, yours does. So you 
don’t have to believe or take in whatever 
mean thing they say about you. You de-
cide who you are and how you want to 
feel about a situation.”

What advice would you offer as-
piring models? “If you really want it, 
you need to work hard. Don’t get into 
modeling if you think it’s glamourous 
and all you have to do is be pretty. Do 
your research. Always be professional 
and always be grateful. If you really be-
lieve you have what it takes, keep push-
ing and go get your dream.”

What’s something about you peo-
ple don’t know? “One of my proudest 
accomplishments in life, next to grad-
uating from college, is when I won a 
pie-eating contest.”

What your favorite comfort 
food? “Cocktail shrimp, I could eat 
those all day long.”

What’s your favorite beverage? 
“Red wine; I come from Spanish heri-
tage (Spain) and I feel like red wine is 
just part of my European culture. You 

can never go wrong with un buen vaso 
de vino tinto.”

What’s your favorite band? “I 
don’t have a favorite band so it’s hard to 
narrow down a genre, etc. My all-time 
fav music composer though is Hans 
Zimmer. He doesn’t count as a band but 
he is my favorite music maker.”

What is your dream job? “Be a 
lead in a feature film in movie theaters 
across America.”

If you could change the world, 
what would you do first? “I’d make 
everybody see through the eyes of my 
dog, Jacob. He is so loving and forgiv-
ing. All he needs to be happy is to play, 
sleep, eat food, love and be loved. I feel 
like if we all just loved and forgave each 
other that way, the world wouldn’t have 
so much tragedy and sadness in it.”

Information and photos courtesy of Steven-
son Modeling Agency, Virginia Beach, Va.,

Eugenia Gonzales 

Eugenia Gonzales enjoys red wine and Hans Zimmer and has a dog named Jacob. (Courtesy photos)

Engenia Gonzales has been modeling for three years.
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In The Sunshine - Mix It Up owner Coleman Ferguson looking to expand to Chesapeake’s Greenbrier area

Name: Coleman Ferguson.
Brief personal history: Live in Marina 

Shores Apartments, born in Thoroughgood, 2007 
Princess Anne High School graduate, played 
varsity baseball two years, second base, batted 
.300, worked at a pizza restaurant in high school. 
Mother’s name is Sally, lives in Windsor Woods; 
aunt Anna lives in Witchduck Point.

Occupation: Owner, Mix It Up Beer, Mixers 
and More, 2973 Shore Drive, phone: 1-757-
412-1200. Co-owns with wife, Amberly, a 2009 
Kempsville High School graduate. Business 
opened on November, 15, 2014.

First real job: Dealt poker at the now-closed 
Poker Palace in Portsmouth for three years after 
high school. “I was making money and doing 
something that I like to do. After that I worked at 

an ABC store for three years before opening Mix It 
Up.”

Career goal in high school: “To have a job and 
make enough money to start a family. I didn’t need 
to be rich, but needed enough to be successful and 
support a family.”

Who else works at Mix It Up: In addition to 
Coleman and Amberly, there’s Phil Caruana, man-
ager; Adam Cuppett, along with Amberly, are beer 
tenders.

Do you have expansion plans: “Yes, we’re 
thinking about opening another location, maybe this 
year, in Chesapeake’s Greenbrier area, near Green-
brier Mall.”

What do you like best about owning your own 
business: “Being my own boss. What I like least is 
working 90 hours a week.”

What’s your fantasy job: “To be a sports anchor 
for a major cable or network sports show.”

What are your hobbies: “Watching sports. I love 
football; favorite team is the Dallas Cowboys.”

Favorite television show: “Shark Tank.”
Favorite movie: “Dumb and Dumber.”
Favorite song: “Beat It” by Michael Jackson.
Favorite band: Florida Georgia line.
Favorite season: Summer.
Favorite comfort food: Pizza.
Favorite alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverag-

es: Red Bull.
Something most people don’t know about you: 

I wear contact lenses.
If you could change the world, what  

would you do first: Make it 75 degrees all-year-
long everywhere.

Coleman Ferguson, owner, Mix It Up Beers,  
Mixers and More on Shore Drive,  

may open another location in Chesapeake 
 in the future. (Courtesy photo)
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Fresh Cut Fraser 
Fir Christmas Trees!

O P E N  D A I LY, C A L L  F O R  H O U R S
www.concretecreationsvabeach.com | 757-427-1581

Drift wood and stone!

Garden statuary! Visit Our Holiday Gift Shop! Mulch available for pick up and delivery! Stone, sand, and gravel

Polywood chairs and furniture!

February’s Band Spotlight: Plastic Eddie
Virginia Beach-based alternative rock and funk band Plastic Eddie is scheduled 

to be featured in The Virginia Beach Sun’s February issue. Eddy Lionetti is the lead-
er of the band, which, depending on the performance, includes musicians Rob Pe-
rez, Adam Cherry, Billy Williams, Walter Wright, Kevin Warren and Carter Bugler.

Plastic Eddie is set to be featured in The Virginia Beach Sun’s February issue,  
which hits the streets  February 4. Eddie Lionetti, the band’s leader and founder,  

is pictured here in the back in a black shirt. (Courtesy photo)
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Artist Profile - First Colonial HS grad Will Corr’s paintings popular nationally; taught at Old Donation

An original painting by Will Corr. An original painting by Will Corr.

By Brian Murden
Contributor

Will Corr was born in 1972 in Birmingham, AL. His 
father, being a Naval Aviator, moved his family to Vir-
ginia Beach in 1979 from San Diego, CA. 

He attended Kingston Elementary School, Lynnhav-
en Junior High School and First Colonial High School. 
His genuine interest in the arts led him to study at the 
Old Donation Center for the Gifted and Talented from 
1981 to 1990. 

This vigorous, intensive art program set a founda-
tion in art and art history at an early age. He later went 
on to receive his Bachelor of Arts from Virginia Wes-
leyan College in 1994 and his Master of Fine Arts from 
the Maryland Institute College of Art in 2002. 

Before leaving the Tidewater area for graduate 
school, he worked at Beach Gallery in Virginia Beach 

for many years. This was also his first steady gallery repre-
sentation that has continued for over 20 years. 

Although Corr moved to Anna Maria Island, FL, over 
12 years ago, he continues 
to stay connected to the 
Virginia Beach and Hamp-
ton Roads art scenes. The 
Stockley Gardens Arts Fes-
tival in Norfolk has been 
a mainstay for him for 22 
years and counting. His 
participation in the show 
(sponsored by the Hope 
House Foundation) holds a 
special place in his heart.

With countless collectors in the surrounding area, for his 
family, which now lives in Smithfield, and all of his friends 
who continue to call this home, Corr’s biannual visits are 

very satisfying to say the least.
His works have been shown at numerous national venues, 

including: The Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art, the 
Portsmouth Visual Arts Center and the Washington County 
Museum of Fine Arts. In addition to Beach Gallery, he's also 
represented by Contemporary Artifact in Carpinteria, CA; 
and Las Olas Gallery in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. His works are in-
cluded in various international art fairs including: Spectrum 
Miami, SOFA Chicago, Art San Diego and Art Palm Beach. 

He has taught for the Old Donation Center for the Gifted 
and Talented Summer Program, Salisbury University, and 
was a teaching intern at the Maryland Institute College of 
Art. Currently, he is an adjunct professor of Fine Art at the 
State College of 

Florida and also works as an exhibitions preparer for the 
Ringling College of Art and Design. His works are in numer-
ous corporate and private collections.

(Information and photos courtesy of Beach Gallery, Virginia 

An original painting by Will Corr.



Page 17www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com  TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Wildlife - Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center helps cold-stunned turtles

If you find a stranded sea turtle, call the Virginia Aquarium’s Stranding Response Team at  
(757) 385-7575 right away. (Courtesy photo)

The Virginia Beach Sun subscription order form
Simply submit the information requested below to start your own home 

and/or business subscription and never again miss a single issue
Name:  ___________________________________________________________________
Street address:  _____________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State:  ___________ Zip code:  ________________
Phone number:  ____________________________________________________________
Email address:  _____________________________________________________________
Payment method:    

 Check    Money order  Credit card info:  _____________________________

  One year - $19.95   Two years - $29.95 

Order by mail, email or phone

Email your subscription information to TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com or mail it to:
The Virginia Beach Sun • P. O. Box 5103 • Virginia Beach, VA, 23471

Call 757-363-7866 for more information or to order by phone.
Please note if it’s a gift subscription.

THE BEST RIBS
IN TOWN!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

1104 Green Run Square,
Va Beach, VA 23452

(757)301-6500

Eve Colón, Owner

www.evehairstudiova.com

*Walk-ins Accepted Until 4 p.m. Each Day.

Oil and filter for life • State inspections for life • Parts and service guarantee for life • Towing for life

Many More Certifi ed Vehicles Available!
HOT SUMMER SAVINGS! TAKE $500 MORE OFF THE NOW-LISTED SUN PRICES!

110 South Independence Boulevard • Virginia Beach, VA 23462 
1-757-648-1911 • Next to Town Center • www.prioritycertified.com

Over the Christmas holiday, the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center received eight juvenile Kemp’s ridley sea turtles 
that were cold-stunned from the New England Aquarium’s Stranding Response Center. The New England center has seen 290 
turtles admitted to their facility, making this the second largest cold-stun event in their history.

As air and water temperatures drop for the winter, sea turtles cannot regulate their body temperatures, resulting in the stranding 
of these cold-blooded animals. If you find a stranded sea turtle, call the Virginia Aquarium’s Stranding Response Team at (757) 
385-7575 right away. Cold-stunned turtles can be comatose and appear deceased. It is vitally important that the Stranding Re-
sponse Team get to these animals immediately.
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P L A Z A  A Z T E C A  :  Y O U R  S H O R T C U T  T O  M E X I C O !
1824 Laskin Road | Virginia Beach, Va 23454  • 757.425.1676 for Takeout •  www.plazaazteca.com

T r y  O u r  F a b u l o u s  F r e s h   T a b l e  S i d e  G u a c a m o l e

DINNER
$5 OFF

 Any purchase of 2 meals & 2 drinks 
Not valid with other offers. Limit one couple per table.  

Monday-Thursday; dine-in only

LUNCH
$4 OFF

 Any purchase of 2 meals & 2 drinks 
Not valid with other offers. Limit one couple per table.  

Monday-Thursday; dine-in only

M O N D AY - T H U R S D AY  1 1 A M  T O  1 0 P M  •  F R I D AY  1 1 A M  T O  1 1 P M  •  S AT U R D AY :  1 2 P M  -  1 1 P M  •  S U N D AY  1 2 P M  T O  9 : 3 0 P M

Enjoy a cold beverage and sports at our 
spacious bar!

Enjoy a LIVE MARIACHI BAND every other 
Wednesday from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy one of our hot, delicious meals seven 
days a week!

Community - VB Hotel Asso. honored by Habitat for Humanity, accepts award for donating hotel items

(Editor’s note: This article 
was submitted by the Virginia 
Beach Hotel Association.)

The Virginia Beach Hotel As-
sociation received the the Dream 
Builder of the Year award at the 
Dream Builder’s Luncheon, 
hosted recently by Habitat for 
Humanity at the Westin Virginia 
Beach Town Center. 

The VBHA successfully part-
nered with Habitat for Humani-
ty to raise close to $400,000 by 
donating “gently used” items 
from hotels during times of ren-
ovation.

The “ReStore” program is a 
perfect fit for both organizations 
as hotel properties continual-
ly renovate and update hotels. 

Habitat for Humanity coordi-
nates pick up of discarded items 
and places them in the “Re-
Store” program for resale. 

The proceeds of the sales 
have assisted in building homes 
for many individuals needing a 
hand up. The VBHA is thrilled 
and honored to receive this most 
prestigious award and pledges 
to continue communicating and 
educating individuals, regarding 
opportunities to assist our com-
munity. 

Contact Christina Tate for 
more information and to donate 
items: Christina.Tate@shrhab-
itat.org or donationpickups@
shrhabitat.org. Accepting the Dream Builders Award from Brad Kirkpatrick, executive director for Habitat for Humanity/South Hampton Roads,  

left to right: Joe DaBiero; and Deb Buringa and Diana Burke of the VBHA. (Courtesy photo) 
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3139 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA, 23451• 1.757.481.9863

If you want a taste of Shore Drive, a taste of history, seafood done the way 
seafood should be, you'll want to stop by Charlie's Seafood for a bite. It's not just 

tradition, it's your Virginia Beach heritage! - Donald Edwards

Visit us at: www.tripadvisor.com • www.yelp.com • 

24-Hour  
Customer Service

Tim Quick
Jones Insurance Group 
Allstate Insurance Company
1065 Laskin Road Unit 102 
Virginia Beach VA 23451
Phone: 1-757-425-4750 
Cell: 1-757-288-3822 
Fax: 1-757-425-4753
timothyquick@allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/
timothyquick
Auto, Home, Life, Retirement

The “Hot” Stuff - Open government group receives $1,000 from Mayor Will Sessoms

(Editor's note: The article ap-
pears courtesy of the Virginia 
Press Association, Glen Allen, Va.)

The Virginia Coalition for 
Open Government recently re-
ceived a $1,000 donation from 
Virginia Beach Mayor Will 
Sessoms, part of a plea deal in 
which the politician pleaded no 
contest to Conflict of Interest.

"We are pleased to receive 

Mayor Sessoms' contribution 
to our organization," Megan 
Rhyne said in an email Tuesday 
to the Virginia Press Associa-
tion. "Any and all donations go 
toward our day-to-day efforts to 
bring transparency to the Com-
monwealth by educating and 
training our fellow citizens, the 
news media, government em-
ployees and elected officials. 

al District Court in Virginia 
Beach, lasted less than five min-
utes. A November 2014 report 
in The Virginian-Pilot revealed 
that Sessoms, while a president 
of Towne Bank, voted dozens 
of times on issues that benefited 
bank clients. Sessoms initially 
faced 5 charges, though Dou-
cette, whose regular job is com-
monwealth attorney in Lynch-

Perhaps Mayor Sessoms' dona-
tion will make others aware of 
VCOG and our work and spur 
them to support our efforts." 

Sessoms has made no prior 
donations to VCOG, according 
to Rhyne. Neither has prose-
cutor Mike Doucette, though 
Rhyne said he previously took 
part in FOIA Council studies. 

The case, heard in Gener-

burg, dropped all but one. A 
$500 fine was also suspended.

In addition, Doucette opted 
against trying to have Sessoms 
removed from office. Speak-
ing to reporters after the hear-
ing, Doucette said that decision 
"was best left to the voters of 
Virginia Beach. I mean we're 
talking about a Class 3 misde-
meanor."
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