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City thanks governor 
for continued funding 
of Oceana partnership

By Robert Matthias

Virginia Beach city leaders thanked Governor Bob 
McDonnell recently for continuing to fund the city-state 
partnership that continues the response to encroachment 
and safety issues around Naval Air Station Oceana.  
McDonnell recently included $7.5 million in his FY14 
budget amendments to help buy incompatible homes, 
businesses and properties around the master jet base.

“Seven years ago, we partnered with the 
commonwealth and promised to do whatever it takes 
to save Oceana,” said Mayor William D. Sessoms, Jr.  
“We take this promise very seriously. We are grateful to 
Governor McDonnell, the General Assembly and Terrie 
Suit, the state Secretary of Veterans Affairs and Homeland 
Security, for maintaining this vital partnership. It means 
so much to our military men and women, to the City of 
Virginia Beach and the nation.”

Each year since 2007, the city and state have 
dedicated $7.5 million each – a total of $15 million 
annually – to buy properties around the master jet base 
from willing sellers. This prevents the development of 
new homes and businesses that are incompatible with the 
jet base’s mission, and rolls back existing incompatible 
developments. The city and state began this program in 
response to a 2005 recommendation from the federal 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission to move the 
master jet base from Virginia Beach.

Governor McDonnell said, “The $7.5 million in 
funding for the Oceana partnership is a continuation of 
sound policy ensuring that the area around Naval Air 
Station Oceana is safe, the military training mission is 
enhanced and the economic and cultural benefits of the 
base remain in the Commonwealth for years to come. 
The memory of the 2007 Easter plane crash near the 
installation should remind us that this partnership is 
essential to protecting the public’s safety. Additionally, 
the base represents a significant source of jobs and 
economic activity for the region.  It is critical that it 
remain in Virginia.”

Secretary Suit added: “I am pleased that the governor 
continues to support the important contributions of Naval 
Air Station Oceana. The proposed amendments reinforce 

Virginia’s commitment to our military and to this 
installation while enhancing the safety of the area around 
the base as a whole. The governor’s budget ensures that 
the critical partnership with the City of Virginia Beach and 
the Department of Defense continues. Virginia as a whole 
enjoys the benefits of Naval Air Station Oceana and the 
precious freedom protected by all who serve there.” To 
date, the city and state have bought 1,879 acres around 
Oceana and have eliminated 52 incompatible businesses 
and 550 homes and potential homes near the base. 

Robert Matthias, (757) 385-8267, RMatthia@
vbgov.com.
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In The Sunshine:  Pastor Mike Lucas

First enjoyment, then passion!
Bayside Church of Christ Pastor Mike Lucas leads a non-denominational congregation of 300-plus 

members, teaching life lessons from long ago, while cultivating friendships for the future.

By Nathan Denny
Sun Correspondent

The extravagant vaulted ceiling is made of a dark, 
lacquered wood. 

Beautiful stained glass, anchored in a thick sand-
stone, adorns the side walls, drawing the eye immediately 
to the baptistery straight ahead. 

It’s quiet now, but would not be so were it Sunday 
morning, as this is the auditorium where Mike Lucas, 
pastor of the Bayside Church of Christ, preaches to a con-
gregation of more than 300 members.

“The churches of Christ are non-denominational and 

have a history back to the Bible,” said Lucas. “We want 
to do things the way they did in the first century and make 
it work for the 21st century.”

Lucas, who has been preaching for the Bayside con-
gregation for almost 13 years, says his conviction to be

“Seeing people find answers for their prob-
lems and finding the purpose for which they 
were created, that’s what drives a preacher.”

(Sun Photo by Nathan Denny)

Pastor Mike Lucas.

The ‘Year’ in Review
The Virginia Beach Sun this issue looks back over some of the city’s news events of the last six 
months of 2012, starting back on June 7, when the community newspaper began publishing 
again after a more than 10-year hiatus.  Since its return, some 25,000 to 30,000 copies of the 
free publication have thus far been distributed citywide to the Resort City’s locals, visitors and 
business owners, many of whom still carry fond memories of hand-delivering, and reading, what 
was once, Virginia Beach’s (and Princess Anne County’s) beloved weekly newspaper for some 
75 years.  Please enjoy the following photos and excerpts from news stories appearing over the 
Sun’s last 10 issues:

June 7, 2012

Beach’s park system is 7th 
among largest U.S. cities

Virginia Beach’s system of 13 public parks has 
been named one of the top 10 systems in the coun-
try, earning the city four “park benches,” based on the 
“ParkScore” rating system.

According to figures recently released by the non-
profit group, Trust for Public Land, Virginia Beach’s 
system ranked 7th overall, when compared to other 
systems in the nation’s 40 largest cities.

ParkScore rates municipal park systems on a scale 
of zero to five “park benches.”  It is a comprehensive 
park-rating-system that’s designed to help local com-
munities identify where new parks are most needed; 
and which park improvements have the greatest impact 
on the local citizenry.

Enjoying Bayville Farms Park’s walking path, left to 
right, are:  Todd Ricks, a contractor, Virginia Beach na-
tive and Bayville Park resident; his wife, Isabelle; Amy 
Butcher, a Bayville Park resident and homemaker; and 
Eli, 9, who is home-schooled.  Todd and Amy are Vir-
ginia Beach natives and Cox High School graduates.

June 28, 2012

Class of 2012: $32.7 million in scholarships

July 19, 2012

Atlantic Avenue getting new look, improvements

The class of 2012 has been awarded an amazing 
$32,788,893 in scholarships, as reported by graduating 
seniors to high school guidance offices.  It is the high-
est amount ever awarded to Virginia Beach City Public 
Schools’ graduating seniors.

This amount represents only scholarships that 
were accepted by the graduates, according to Joe Burn-
sworth, assistant superintendent in the school division’s 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction.

“If we calculated everything that was offered to 
students in terms of scholarships to colleges and uni-
versities they ultimately chose not to attend, or finan-
cial aid such as loans and grants, the figure would be as 
much as 50 percent higher.”

Students from all 11 of the city’s comprehen-
sive high schools are represented in the scholarship 
amounts, which includes scholarship awards from in-
state and out-of-state educational institutions.

By a 9-2 vote, Virginia Beach City Council has ap-
proved an oceanfront form-based code, which is a new 
type of zoning for the resort area.

This new approach to regulating commercial and 
residential development focuses more on the form of 
the buildings and their relationship to the street; and 
less on a strict separation of land uses.  

The result is a more integrated development pat-
tern, with a mixture of uses, pedestrian-friendly streets 

and more active store fronts.
City officials have worked for nearly three years 

on the plan, consulting all-the-while with property and 
business owners, who called for more tree-lined side-
walks, decorative brick buildings and more attractive 
store fronts, with condos and apartments upstairs.

As part of achieving a more urban oceanfront envi

Please see The, Page 2

To date, the city and state have bought 1,879 acres 
around Oceana and have eliminated 52 incompatible 
businesses and 550 homes and potential homes near 
the base.

Please see First, Page 3
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The ‘Year’ in Review
Continued from Page 1

ronment, council agreed to develop a new parking and 
funding strategy, designed to meet the needs of employ-
ers, employees, residents and visitors.

August 9, 2012

City’s bond with Japan marks 
20th anniversity
200 attend Red Wing Park’s building dedication; street 
renamed Sakura Lane; cherry trees added.

August 30, 2012

In the Sunlight: Rosemary 
Hinds, co-own-
er, Heritage 
Bake Shoppe
Standing along with Hertiage 
Bake Shoppe owner Rosemary Hinds, on the left, is co-
owner Susan Kauffman. In front of them are their chil-
dren, left to right: Elizabeth Hinds and Felicity Kauffman.

The new code will allow oceanfront businesses to develop 
designs that are more compatible with the environment and 

overall more aesthetically-pleasing.

September 20, 2012

The proposed new tower

Town Center looking for its 
third business tower
14-story office tower, $89 million mixed-use develop-
ment planned for city’s central business district.

October 11, 2012

Douglas gets ‘key’ to city
Proclaiming Sept. 28 as “Gabrielle Douglas Day” in Virginia 
Beach, Mayor Will Sessoms recently presented Douglas with 

the “key” to the city. On hand for the presentation, left to right: 
Virginia Delegate Algie Howell, Gabrielle Douglas, Lauren 

Poythress and Mayor Sessoms.

2013 Citywide 
Teacher  
of the Year
Angela German, Eighth 
Grade English Teacher, 
Plaza Middle School

     Angela German

November 1, 2012

City preserves Pleasure House 
Point’s 118 acres for genera-
tions to come
Partners with other groups working together to protect 
Virginia Beach’s natural areas.

November 22, 2012

Va. Supreme Court OKs Cape 
Henry Beach access
City prevails on lawsuits designed to protect public access 
along two-mile stretch of beach from Lesner Bridge to First 
Landing State Park.

December 13, 2012

Brandon Vera, on the left, being congratulated.

Regent University, Hispanic 
Leadership Forum hold concert
Featuring music by Sergio Grillo, the special holiday 
event attracted 130 attendees.

Happy New Year!



The Virginia Beach Sun - Page 3

Continued from Page 1

come a minister was a gradual one, beginning during his 
childhood in rural West Virginia.

The son of a coal miner, Lucas grew up with his 
mother and father, two brothers and sister in a small town 
called Shinnston, WV. When Lucas was still a child, his 
mother became a Christian and soon his father did, as 
well.

“They immersed themselves in the Christian life, so 
I had that modeled for me growing up,” Lucas said, of his 
parents. “They were also committed to a Christian educa-
tion.”

Lucas decided to attend Ohio Valley College, now a 
university, in Parkersburg, WV, a school affiliated with 
the Churches of Christ.  After receiving a two-year degree 
from OVC, Lucas continued his education at Oklahoma 
Christian University in Edmond, OK, where he graduated 
with a B.A. in Bible.

His time at Christian colleges allowed him to expand 
and grow his faith, and was an important step in his jour-
ney towards ministry.

“This is where I developed a great enjoyment for 
ministry, and that turned into a passion for it,” he said.

This passion turned into Lucas’s life work and he has 
been preaching and teaching at several churches over the 
past 35 years.  Two churches in West Virginia and one in 
Ohio were home churches to Lucas and his family be-
fore they decided to make Bayside Church of Christ their 
home congregation and moved to the Great Bridge area 
of Chesapeake in 2000.  He lives there with his wife Kim 
and their three children, Brandon, Tressa, and Autumn.

A brick building with a hexagonal stained glass 
window trademarking its façade, the Bayside Church of 
Christ was constructed in 1996, after the congregation at 
the Central Church of Christ in Norfolk decided to relo-
cate to a property it owned on Shell Road in Bayside. 

The congregation sold its building in Norfolk, began 
holding services at Shelton Park Elementary School while 
the new building was being constructed, and moved into 
the completed Bayside Church of Christ in June 1997.

Working with the diverse, dynamic congregation at 
Bayside, said Lucas, has been a joy.

“This body places such a high value on relation-
ships,” he said.  “People are encouraged to engage in 
deep friendships - and it goes well beyond what we do on 
Sunday mornings. It is a living, moving, breathing body 
of believers.”

Bayside is a busy place with a long list of ministries 
and programs for its members, guests and the surround-
ing community. Members actively participate in growth 
groups, which are smaller, sub-groupings of the congre-
gation that meet in members’ homes on Sunday nights.  
Bayside has an active youth group, as well as a young 
adult group for people in their 20s. 

The church also sponsors missionaries in Nigeria 
and China and puts on a semi-annual “free market” for 
the community.  And these are just a few of the many 
efforts that keep Lucas busy aside from his Sunday morn-
ing sermons.  In addition to preaching, Lucas has been 
invited to teach and speak at various seminars and con-
ferences in 16 different states across the country.  Lucas 
enjoys traveling and the experience of speaking in front 
of so many different groups, but says he does not do that 

as much anymore.
“That slowed down about when my hair started 

changing color,” Lucas laughs, pointing to his white hair. 
The experience of living in Chesapeake and working 

in Virginia Beach has given Lucas a great appreciation 
for each city’s uniqueness.

“For me, having grown up in the country, living in a 
larger metropolitan area has been a great experience that 
I have thoroughly enjoyed,” he said.  “There is a rich his-
tory here, there is community pride in our military, and 
there is such natural beauty in the coasts and waterways 
here.”

Living in the Hampton Roads area seems to have 
rubbed off on him as well. An avid West Virginia Moun-
taineers football fan, Lucas admits that since coming to 
the area, he has begun following Virginia Tech football 
more and more—rivalry aside.

Lucas is looking forward to entering his 13th year 
with Bayside; and is currently enrolled in the gradu-
ate program at the Regent University School of Divin-
ity, where he has three semesters to go. He is motivated 
to grow personally and he is excited to see the Bayside 
congregation continue to grow, as well.  His passion for 
preaching is as strong as ever.

“I really enjoy making the connection between past 
and present,” said Lucas, 53.  “Seeing people find answers 
for their problems and finding the purpose for which they 
were created, that’s what drives a preacher.”

Bayside Church of Christ, 5025 Shell Road, can be 
reached at 757-460-4754; info@baysidecoc.org.

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898; njdenny@vt.edu.

In The Sunshine:  Pastor Mike Lucas

First enjoyment, then passion!
Bayside Church of Christ Pastor Mike Lucas leads a non-denominational congregation of 300-plus members, 

teaching life lessons from long ago, while cultivating friendships for the future.

Bayside Church of Christ, 5025 Shell Road, can be reached at 757-460-4754; info@baysidecoc.org.
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Virginia Beach Sun, P.O. Box 5103, Virginia Beach, VA, 
23471.  Advertising and news deadline is the Thursday 
before each upcoming Thursday’s issue.  Call 757-718-

5904 or 757-464-6611 Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. for more information

Sun Depends on its 
Friends for News, Photos

With a limited staff, the Virginia Beach Sun depends on 
its friends in the community to contribute articles and 
photos – such as those related to church groups, com-
munity groups, personal, sports, arts, entertainment, 
education and business - for city-wide publication as 

a free public service.  The Sun welcome news from any 
corner of the city; please email it to thevirginiabeach-
sun@gmail.com, along with “who, what, when, where 
and why” – and a contact person’s complete name and 

daytime phone number.  

How to Advertise in the Sun

To advertise in the Virginia Beach Sun, call 757-718-
5904, 757-464-6611 or email thevirginiabeachsun@
gmail.com with advertising copy and art work, or for 
general media information and rates; or to schedule a 

courtesy presentation.  Display, classified, legal ads and 
public notices accepted. 

Advertising Rates Per Issue 
One Issue = Three Weeks of Coverage
Deadline Thursday Before Publication

Outdoor Boxes Located Throughout The City
Distributed CITYWIDE Every Three Weeks

Display Advertising     Special Occasions

Office and Home Delivery     Classifieds
_______________________________________

Sixteenth-Page      $49 

Eighth-Page     $89

Quarter-Page     $149

Half-Page     $249

Three-Quarters-Page     $349

Full-Page     $499

Business card size: 
Front Page:    3 Weeks for $50; 6 Weeks for $75; 

9 Weeks for $99
Inside Pages in Color:  3 Weeks - $ 30 

6 Weeks -$ 55   9 Weeks - $80
Inside Pages Black and White:  3 Weeks - $20 

6 Weeks - $30   9 Weeks - $40 

Legal Notices, RFPs, Help Wanted, 
Word and Display Classified Ads Accepted.

Classified Bordered Display Ad: 
One Block (One Column Inch) - $20 

Two Blocks - $30 
Word Ads:  Per Block - $15

Special Occasions – (Story and Photo)
Engagement Announcements!     $30 

Wedding Announcements!     $30 
Wedding Anniversaries!     $30
Birth Announcements!     $25 

Graduations!     $25

 Office and Home Mail Delivery 
(One Year Subscription - 17 issues): 
$39 anywhere in the United States. 

(Makes the Perfect Gift!)  

Campaign 10:  $10 cash rebate on each subscription 
when turned in 10-at-time.  No Limit. 

(Makes the Perfect Fundraiser!)

The Virginia Beach Sun
P.O. Box 5103  

Virginia Beach VA  23471
757-718-5904     757-464-6611  

Monday – Friday   8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sun Staff

Sales/New Accounts:  Summer Connelly,
summervbsun@gmail.com.

Graphic Artist:  Celia Felter.
Webmaster:  Elizabeth Hickman.

Reporter:  Nathan Denny.
Editor and Publisher:  Greg Goldfarb

thevirginiabeachsun@gmail.com

Share your thoughts on the proposed arena – online 
The City Council wants to hear from you 

By Marc Davis

Virginia Beach is exploring a possible 18,500-seat 
arena at the Oceanfront, to host large sports events, con-
certs and conferences. Negotiations are ongoing and there 
is no deal yet. The city also is talking with a major-league 
sports team that may move to the arena. 

Meanwhile, we want to hear from you. We have cre-
ated a special online forum – called Virtual Town Hall 
at www.VBgov.com/virtualtownhall – for citizens to dis-
cuss the project and answer two simple questions:

What intrigues you about the possibility of having a 
sports and entertainment venue in Virginia Beach?

What concerns do you have about the arena project? 
Comcast-Spectacor, one of the country’s biggest 

sports and entertainment companies, would run the are-
na for 25 years, paying rent to the city and all operating 
expenses, including any losses. Live Nation, the largest 
producer and promoter of live music events in the world, 
would book events.

The arena would be built across from the Convention 
Center, funded by the city, state and Comcast-Spectacor. 
It would cost $300 million, plus $46 million for financ-
ing. Comcast would contribute $35 million and the city’s 
$161 million. The city has asked the state for $150 mil-
lion. The city’s share would be paid for by people who 
use and benefit from the arena, not by taxes on real estate 
and personal property. There might also be $80 million in 
team relocation costs. 

Why an arena? In all of Virginia, there is no large, 
modern arena outside of the University of Virginia at 
Charlottesville. Norfolk, Hampton and Richmond have 
older, smaller arenas. None can hold mega-concerts and 
very large sporting events and conferences.  The City 
Council is committed to the project only if arena income 
funds all of the city’s debt and increases existing revenues 
to the city.

For more information about the project, visit www.
VBgov.com/arena

Marc Davis, (757) 385-4308, maadavis@vbgov.com

Artist rendering of the proposed arena.

Sixth annual African-American male 
summit slated for January

By Yolanda Jones-Howell

For the sixth consec-
utive year, Virginia Beach 
City Public Schools (VB-
CPS) will host a sum-
mit to motivate African-
American male students 
on their journey toward 
academic and personal 
success. Entitled Becom-
ing a Drum Major for 
Change: Transforming 
Knowledge into Action, 
the event will be held at 
Landstown High School, 
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will 
feature presentations by 
dynamic keynote speakers 
and a variety of powerful 
workshops for students in 
grades nine through 12.

The summit is tradi-
tionally held around the 
birthday of the late civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to com-
memorate his life and 

encourage African-Amer-
ican male students to fol-
low in his footsteps of em-
bracing a life of purpose 
by serving other people 
and communities.

“Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools is again 
proud to offer to its Afri-
can-American male stu-
dents this priceless oppor-
tunity to receive a wealth 
of information that can lit-
erally transform their lives 
into an example of excel-
lence,” said Dr. Esther 
Monclova-Johnson, direc-
tor of the Office of Equity 
Affairs for the school divi-
sion. “School administra-
tors have no doubt that the 
summit has played a role 
in the narrowing of the 
achievement gap. Young 
men who have attended 
prior summits have expe-
rienced a change in their 
mindset and direction of 
their lives after attending 
the assemblies and break-
out sessions where speak-
ers and facilitators share 
data, thoughts and ideas. 
We encourage students to 
attend the summit to learn 
how they can design their 
lives and control their des-
tinies.”

Six years ago, Tall-
wood High School 
planned and hosted the 
first summit in response to 
the Virginia Beach School 

Board’s goal of improving 
the academic performance 
of African-American male 
students that lagged be-
hind their fellow students 
in other demographic 
groups. The objective to 
close the achievement 
gap for African-American 
males is included in the 
school division’s strategic 
plan Compass to 2015.

This year’s summit 
will open with a gen-
eral assembly featuring 
keynote speaker Marlon 
Smith, founder of Success 
by Choice, a nationally-
known leadership consul-
tation firm. Smith speaks 
at motivational confer-
ences and other events 
primarily geared to sec-
ondary school students to 
help them find their pur-
pose in life.

Smith has worked for 
two Fortune 500 compa-
nies, was featured in Es-
sence magazine as one of 
the nation’s top motiva-
tional speakers, has been a 
contributing author to the 
International best-seller 
“Chicken Soup for the 
Soul” and has contributed 
to motivational leader 
Tony Robbins’ Global 
Youth Leadership Summit 
for 12 consecutive years.

Break-out sessions 
will be facilitated by edu-
cators, guidance counsel-

ors and other profession-
als who volunteer their 
time to discuss such top-
ics as goal setting, how 
to succeed in high school, 
college preparation, the 
importance of enrolling 
in challenging courses 
and other topics. It will 
also present a Parents In-
stitute with a collection 
of workshops on various 
topics designed to engage 
parents and guardians in 
their children’s quest for 
educational and personal 
achievement.

Don Roberts, an 
award-winning reporter, 
news anchor for WAVY-
TV 10, and author, will 
close the event According 
to the WAVY-TV 10 web-
site, Roberts is WAVY-TV 
10’s “Marathon Man.” 
He co-hosts nearly six 
hours of news a day, first 
as anchor of the number-1 
rated morning newscast in 
Hampton Roads: WAVY 
News 10 Today and 
WAVY News 10 Midday.

The summit is pre-
sented in part from school 
division and corporate 
funding. For more infor-
mation about the event, 
contact Monclova-John-
son at 757.263.6967.

Yolanda Jones-How-
ell, fax 757.263.1010, 
yolanda.jones-howell@
vbschools.com



1064 Lynnhaven Pkwy (Ste. 106) Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Ryoshin-Kan Karate School
Dragon Force National Karate Demo Team

“Best of the Best”
Since 1980

(757) 468-1643
www.dragonforcekarate.com

One Free Class Coupon
Adult and Youth Karate Classes

The Best Chinese Cuisine 
in Virginia Beach!

1025 Independence Blvd.
(Haygood Shopping Center)

363-9806 • 363-9807

ORDER ONLINE:
www.ChinaKingHaygood.com

WE DELIVER 
Town Center, Aragona, Bayside, 

Pembroke, Shore Drive
Min $10 • $1.75 Extra Charge

OPEN HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10:30pm

Fri. & Sat. 11am-11pm
Sunday 12noon-10pm

$1 Off
Any Purchase of 

$10 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$3 Off
Any Purchase of 

$20 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$5 Off
Any Purchase of 

$30 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

Party Catering

$1999

Serves 6-8 People
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

CHICKEN WINGS

8pc. $3.95
12pc. $5.95
30pc. $13.99
50pc. $22.99
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

5200 Fairfield Shopping Center, Virginia Beach, VA 23464

www.frankiesribs.com 

  (757) 495-RIBS
Call For Take-Out
Best ribs in town!

Please Support Your Virginia Beach Businesses!

Mayor’s committee for persons with dis-
abilities opens annual award nominations

By Barry Shockley

The Mayor’s Committee for Persons 
with Disabilities is seeking nominations 
from the community for its 2012 annual 
awards program.  The awards recognize 
individuals, businesses and service orga-
nizations that have demonstrated an ex-
ceptional commitment to improving and 
enriching the lives of the citizens of Vir-
ginia Beach who have disabilities.  Award 
recipients will be honored at the Com-
mittee’s February 21, 2013 meeting.  The 
deadline for submission of nominations is 
January 10, 2013.

The award nomination form can be 
found and completed online at http://
www.vbgov.com/accessibility-award-
nomination .  People who do not have ac-
cess to the Internet can use a computer at 
any Virginia Beach Public Library.  Com-
puters at the Bayside, Central, and Prin-
cess Anne Area Libraries have assistive 
devices to make information accessible 
for persons with impaired vision.  

A printed application can be obtained 
at any City of Virginia Beach Public Li-
brary.  If you have questions, call 757-
461-8007.  The completed application 

can be e-mailed to the ADA Coordinator 
at adacoordinator@vbgov.com or mailed 
to the Office of the Mayor, Municipal 
Center, Building One, 2401 Courthouse 
Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23456-9000.  

The awards ceremony will be held on 
February 21, 2013, at 3 p.m. at the Me-
yera E. Oberndorf Central Library, 4100 
Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA  
23452.  The award recipients are chosen 
from nominations from the community 

for individuals and groups that have im-
pacted the lives of Virginia Beach citizens 
with disabilities in a positive manner. 
Each recipient exemplifies the best of the 
Beach and has made significant contribu-
tions in time and resources to ensure that 
people with disabilities have full integra-
tion in the community in which they live. 

Barry Shockley, (757) 385-8558
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The awards recognize individuals, 
businesses and service organizations 
that have demonstrated an exceptional 
commitment to improving and enrich-
ing the lives of the citizens of Virginia 
Beach who have disabilities.
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Virginia Beach Sun Photo Gallery
Through the lens of Gabriel Vargas

My name is Ga-
briel Vargas, I am 27 
years old, I was born 
in Jinotega, Nicaragua 
in Central America, 
but grew up in Wash-
ington DC. I lived in 
DC for most of my life 
until moving here about a year-and-a-half ago. 
I originally went to school for Business Admin-
istration and I am a self-taught photographer. 

My interest in photography comes from try-
ing to document social issues, one of my earli-
est recollections of utilizing a camera for that 
purpose was going out and photographing an 
IMF protest in DC around the age of 15. I en-
joyed the feeling of being in the midst of things 
unfolding before my eyes and having the chance 
to capture those things as they were happening. 

I also have an attraction to want to docu-
ment the homeless wherever I go, whether it be 
in NY City or Downtown Managua, I believe 
these people should have a voice and an ongo-
ing project that I have and I believe will contin-
ue for the duration of my life is getting to know 
at least a small part of that person’s story and 
be able to put that behind their photograph. I 
have traveled to several parts of Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico 
and also within the US and I am progressively 
adding on to that list. 

I am not limited to what I shoot as i am just 
as comfortable shooting in controlled lighting 
or out in the world and creativity is the rule 
and I am constantly pushing myself to try new 
things. 

I can be reached at 757 305 3944, or visit 
my website GabrielVargasPhotography.com 

Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, where waterfowl often take to the air.

2012, Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C., originally from New Jersey, “Ron” has been homeless for 17 years.

2012, Managua, Nicaragua, “Pancho” has lived in the streets since age 11, where is is regularly assaulted and mistreated.

2012, Norfolk, spring at Norfolk Botanical Garden.
2012, Richmond, Va., recording artist and 

mixed martial arts fighter, Julie Ho.


