
“Solar panels; I think they would be 
less obstructive; whereas, the wind 
turbines seem to be causing some 
problems, some confusion with 
navigation. I’m in favor of the solar 
panels.” – Marcella MacDonald, 
West Neck

“Wind turbines, because I think it’s 
windier. Solar is good but I think the 
cost of solar probably outweighs the 
cost of the wind turbine and it’s a lot 
of maintenance.” – Susan Hinkle, a 
North Carolina resident who visits 
Virginia Beach weekly to see her 
grandson.

“Wind. Just being closer to the water, 
we get a lot of wind. I know they’ve 
done a lot of research with the wind 
farms and everything. I think it’s pret-
ty good. Wind’s always there. The sun 
goes away every night but the wind’s 
always there.” – Bruce Henley, 39, 
owner, Flip Flop Produce Stand, 
Pungo.

“I would say solar panels because 
one thing about the sun, it’s going to 
come out every day. There’s not so 
much wind, it’s not as abundant, but 
I don’t know.” – Jay Taylor, Chic’s 
Beach

“I prefer the turbines because they’re 
a lot better and they produce more 
energy quicker than the solar panels. 
I’ve seen stories in National Geo-
graphic that the turbines are better 
than the solar panels. I think wind 
turbines are better because they take 
up less space.” – Benny L. Noble, 
Holland Road

By Hennah Harbin: Which is the more efficient and effective form of alternative energy: Wind power or solar power?
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 “Magnolia Bud,” by Kempsville resident Kathy Stacier

Getting heated! Motorists blow off steam, fuming 
over the hassles of finding pricey Oceanfront parking 
Fines from $12 to $250; meter rates rising in July; local can get $2 discounts at some lots

Martin Henley MossKane Jones WoodUhrin

City Council incumbents all plan to keep their seats in Nov.
By Chris Gordon

The deadline for candidates planning to 
run for Virginia Beach City Council this 
fall is Tuesday, June 10. 

But for the seven incumbents whose 
current terms are ending this year, their 
paperwork is already in for the upcom-
ing Nov. 4 general election. They may 

differ in age, professional backgrounds 
and length

Continues on Page 6
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By Hennah Harbin

A big SUV cruises slowly down Atlan-
tic Avenue, braking off-and-on, scoping 
out the side lots and parallel parking spots. 
Its driver grows increasingly frustrated 
and sweaty, circling around again and 
again in search of the elusive perfect, emp-
ty space.  The sunscreen begins to slough 
off the skin, the children in the backseat 
whine and complain. 

“We’re hungry,” they sing in unison.
The ocean is visible through slits be-

tween buildings, but with no place to park, 
the beach seems miles away. At last and 

with great indignity, the driver must admit 
defeat and surrender cash to a seemingly 
indifferent parking attendant or a credit 
card to one of seemingly thousands of city 
parking meters. There is barely any free 
parking during the summer at the Ocean-
front.

With bruised ego, slim wallet and 
mental exhaustion, the driver and fellow 
beachgoers have finally reached their des-
tination.

This frustrating and sometimes expen-
sive parking situation at the oceanfront of 
Virginia Beach is the reason most locals 

would rather walk or bike to the beach, or 
simply head to the Chesapeake Bay rather 
than deal with the hassle. 

“It’s bad, it’s really bad. It could be 
improved.” Says Terry Montgomery, a 
Chic’s Beach resident.  

Montgomery heads to the bay every 
day instead of braving the perils of ocean-
front parking. 

“I don’t like that part of the beach,” she 
says of the resort area near the boardwalk.

Making matters worse is the recent

Continues on Page 2

By Jennifer Strout

As Virginia Beach looks ahead to the 
possibility of wind-energy-producing 
turbines being built in the near future 
off its coast, local conservationists are 
learning that there are a myriad of green 
energy choices in the United States.  

In Virginia Beach specifically, two 
forms have gained significant populari-
ty: offshore wind turbines and solar pan-
els.  While there are several local busi-

nesses that sell and install solar panels 
in Virginia Beach, few homes and busi-
nesses have chosen to utilize them to 
date.  One reason is due to the exorbitant 
cost of the panels, which are not offset 
due to the lack of existing state and local 
tax credits. 

Even if one considers the federal tax 
credits and energy savings, according to

Continues on Page 5

Two local homeowners discuss energy savings,
costs of wind energy compared to solar energy

By Randall Jordan 

Spring and come and gone and sum-
mer has settled it, bringing with it anoth-
er three months of “hot art.”

The local outdoor shows, as well as 
gallery shows, are revealing new art

Continues on Page 3
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Artist interview: Kathy Stacier, teacher,
dancer, creates paintings in silence
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closing of the 25th street parking lot. A 
new parking garage is under construction, 
slated to open before 2015. This is a prob-
lem for beach-goers and tourists, but also 
residents heading to work between 19th 
and 31st street garages.

John Edward Bright Jr, 21, lives in Wil-
loughby and drives to the beach at least 
three times a week. 

“It’s awesome if you can find parking,” 

he said. “It does get a little busy.” 
Seven municipal lots and two parking 

garages run by the city in the area charge, 
on average, $7 per day. There are nearly 
3,000 municipal off-street spaces between 
Atlantic and Pacific Avenues, up to 25th 
street. There are 678 parking meter spac-
es in the resort area, which accept credit 
cards, coins and a new method of payment 
called Parkmobile. There is a $2 discount 
for residents with a valid Virginia identi-
fication in city lots in Croatan and Sand-

bridge; and for all seven lots after 5 pm.  
Parkmobile is an app designed to make 

paying for parking more convenient. Once 
the app is downloaded and payment infor-
mation entered, Parkmobile keeps track 
of the three-hour time limit on the meter. 
Parking meter rates will be been raised 
from $1.50 to $2 in July due to an earlier 
City Council vote in May. 

All meters are time-restricted and a fine 
is issued to cars found parked at an expired 
meter. Fines for parking violations range 

from $12 to $250 based on the infraction 
and time frame for paying the ticket. Cars 
are towed after 2:30 a.m., from any munic-
ipal lot unless a “Do Not Tow” sticker is 
on the car. These stickers can be obtained 
from parking attendants or police officers. 

Many are disappointed with the rates 
and fees associated with resort parking. 
Residents live here because they love the 
beach, but nobody likes paying to visit it 
when they live only minutes away. 

“I don’t like it over there because it’s 

too busy, and hard to find a parking spot. 
When you get to the beach, you are al-
ready tired,” said Chic’s Beach resident 
Neia Souza, who only goes to the ocean-
front once a year. “It’s really hard to find 
a spot and when you find it, it’s really ex-
pensive.”

Reach Hennah Harbin at Hharb003@
gmail.com or at TheVirginiaBeachSun@
gmail.com.

Getting heated! Motorists blow off steam, fuming over the hassles of finding pricey Oceanfront parking 

Commentary:  City must find balance between providing parking, impacting locals

By Hennah Harbin

During the summer, people from across 
the state, nation and the world visit Virgin-
ia Beach to enjoy the sun, sand and sea 
water with their families and friends. The 
city relies on these visitors and their funds 
in order to swell the municipal coffers. 
Unfortunately, their presence also makes 
parking painful.

Between the cost of city parking and the 
high volume of tourists, many locals avoid 
their favored summer activity. This is a real 
shame, especially when one considers the 

absence of “regulars” at numerous ocean-
front establishments.

Visiting the beach used to be synony-
mous with a lazy day, carefree and easy. 
These days it is considered easier to spend 
the hot days of June, July and August at a 
neighbor’s pool or the Chesapeake Bay. 
Locals presumably live in the area due to 
an affinity for sandy shores and wavy wa-
ters, but increased parking rates more often 
than not deprive residents of enjoying the 
main attraction of their home. 

Bustling crowds of tourists and even 

citizens of the further outreaches of Hamp-
ton Roads must drive in order to visit the 
beach, clogging up streets and parking lots 
with vehicles. Those who live a mere 15, 
20 or 30 minutes away from the shore face 
either a lengthy bike ride or hefty parking 
fee. 

One potential way locals avoid paying 
out of pocket each day is to park at the 
North End, the purely residential area of 
the oceanfront. But that’s not a real good 
idea. The issues with this solution include 
the limited number of spaces available 
here, and the inconvenience of blocking 
homeowners’ driveways and side streets. 
This resolution may also result in parking 
tickets or even vehicles being towed.

The joy and privilege of living minutes 
from the beach becomes negated when 
faced with such dilemmas. Instead of the 
anticipated pleasant afternoon sitting on 
the sand with loved ones many beach-go-
ers may find themselves forced to park 
a mile from their destination, lug over a 
heavy cooler or surf board, and spend their 
sun time watching the clock to ensure their 

meter has not run out. 
There are numerous concepts and 

ideas which could benefit both the city 
and the beach lovers. In an effort to keep 
our beaches beautiful and our businesses 
busy, maybe an incentive could be offered 
to citizens and visitors alike. Perhaps in 
exchange for community service such as 
collecting litter, beach-goers could be re-
warded with reduced parking fees. 

One feasible solution may be residential 
parking passes. With proof of residency 
and the payment of one flat rate, many lo-
cals might find themselves more willing to 

brave the desert of parking spaces in order 
to reach the oasis of ocean.  If locals were 
given some sort of special pass or reduced 
parking fee, the money saved may even be 
awarded to local businesses in the form of 
patronage. 

This issue must be acknowledged and 
discussed. It seems unfair that those who 
live here, those who love and care about 
the beach most, are kept away during 
prime swimming, surfing and sun-bathing 
months. The city must make money, but 
the residents ought to be taken into con-
sideration. 

The joy and privilege of living minutes from 
the beach becomes negated when faced with such 

dilemmas. Instead of the anticipated pleasant  
afternoon sitting on the sand with loved ones many 
beach-goers may find themselves forced to park a 

mile from their destination.
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work produced over the winter. Art in the 
Park, Neptune Festival, Stockley Gardens 
Art show and the Boardwalk Art Show 
are the main ones coming up, as well as 
various other smaller venues. The local 
artists have been preparing all winter to 
enter these and other shows, so treat your-
self to some wonderful art by attending 
these events as they happen. 

My “artist of the month” is Kathy 
Staicer, a local artist and art instructor. She 
grew up on Long Island, New York ad-
miring the beauty of the hills on the north 
side and the ocean on the south side. As a 
youngster she was moved by subjects in-
spiring her to “put it on paper” in the form 
of a painting. As a young person she stud-
ied modern dance in college and graduate 
school at New York University as well as 
in professional arenas such as the Martha 
Graham and Erick Hawkins studios. She 
did choreography, improvisation, teaching 
and performed in several dance compa-
nies such as the Genny Kapular Dance 
Theater in Soho, N.Y.

After moving to Virginia in 1984, get-
ting married and raising children until they 
moved on, she was able to “restart” her 
concentration on her art with support and 
encouragement from her husband. She 
started taking classes in 1996 and began to 
paint part time. In 2007, Kathy retired and 
began to pursue her art career full time. 
Her passion for watercolors consumes her 
and she finds it the most exciting form of 
expression at her disposal.

She has begun teaching and it is a plea-
sure for her to exchange ideas with her 
students and to experience the learning 
process along with them. She participates 
in over 10 local and regional art shows per 

year and her art hangs in Artistic Creations 
Art Gallery as well as other galleries for art 
shows. She has won multiple ribbons for 
her work and her paintings decorate the 
walls of homes across the country as well 
as Europe. 

Kathy has received the following 
awards for her art; CBW Spring Show 
2013 - Award of Merit; CBW Winter 
Show 2012 – Award of Merit; CBW On-
line Show 2011 – Honorable Mention; 
CBW Winter Show 2011 – Honorable 
Mention; CBW Spring Show 2010 – 
Award of Merit; CBW Online Show 2009 
– Best in Show; CBAA Spring Show 
2008 – Honorable Mention; Norfolk Se-
nior Center Art Fest 2007 – Third Place, 
Honorable Mention, and People's Choice. 

Here’s my interview with Kathy:

Occupation? Artist and art instructor.
Family? My husband, two daughters 

and their husbands, four grandchildren 
and a large extended family and multiple 
in-laws. 

Where born? Long Island, N.Y.
Age? 60+.
Where raised? Hicksville, N.Y.
Were Parents artists? My Mother did 

many crafts and played with watercolors 
and oil pastels.

Hobbies? I love to go to restaurants, 
travel, read, watch movies, go to the the-
ater, listen to music and spend time with 
my family and friends.

What do you listen to when creating 
art? I usually like to work in silence so that 
I have no distractions.

When are you most creative? I do the 
bulk of my painting in the mornings but 
the creative urge can inspire me at any 
time.

Where do you create your work? I have 

a studio in my home and at the Art Studio 
in Virginia Beach where I teach watercol-
ors.

Do you share your work before it's com-
pleted? Yes, with my students usually

Continues on Page 4

 “Lemon Apothecary”

Kathy Staicer

Artist Interview: 

Kathy Staicer, local artist and art instructor
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as a step-by-step process.
Do you find you work fast or slow? I 

work slow and very slow.
How long have you been in the art 

field? I have done art on and off for my en-
tire life but have been painting full time for 
about eight years.

What inspires you to create art? I am 
inspired by the world around me. Often I 
will see something that has an appealing 
quality that inspires me to put it on paper.

Has being involved with art changed 
you? It has given my life joy, peace, se-
renity, excitement and just plain old fun. I 
feel that I am happier and a more content 
person because I paint.

What organizations are you involved 
with? I am a member of the Chesapeake 
Bay Art Association, the Chesapeake Bay 
Watercolorists, the Peninsula Watercolor 
Society, the Tidewater Artists Association, 
the Peninsula Watermedia Society, and the 
Virginia Watercolor Society. As Co-Presi-
dent in charge of programming, I am very 
active with the Chesapeake Bay Watercol-
orists.

What is the most satisfaction you get 
from your art? Once in awhile when I am 
painting I go to an almost spiritual place in 
which I no longer think about what I am 
doing and the painting starts painting itself. 
I call it being in the “zone”.

Where can the public enjoy your art? 
Artistic Creations Art Gallery, The Artists 
Gallery, The Art studio by appointment, 

my website and blog www.katsartstudio.
com and art shows that my work is in.

At this time what mediums are your 
main concentration? My first love is wa-
tercolor but I also paint in oils and pastels.

Where do you see your art career tak-
ing you in the future? I hope to continue 
on this wonderful journey that allows me 
to express myself through my painting. I 
want to see my art continue advancing and 
being appreciated by the viewers.

What's your best advice to new and up-
coming artists? Take the time to learn the 
basics, develop your own style and learn to 
express yourself along the way. But most 
of all enjoy yourself and the art you create.

How would you rate the city's art scene 
from 1 to 10? I would have to say 7. There 
are many people interested in the arts but 
sales have gone down over the past few 
years due to the economy.

What shows have you been in? Artisans 
in the Park, Gosport, Occasion for the Arts, 
Santas Stocking, Seawall, Stockley Gar-
dens, as well as organizational art shows.

I have recently started to bring in pro-
fessional watercolorists to do demonstra-
tions through the CBW and to provide 
workshops for students in the area. You 
can get information on these demos and 
workshops through my email: katsart01@
yahoo.com.

Randall Jordan, owner, Artistic Cre-
ations Art Gallery, 757-363-3464, 4425 
Shore Drive Unit, #104,Virginia Beach, 
VA, 23455.

“Summer Lovin’”

Interview: Kathy Staicer, artist and teacher
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panels pay for themselves.  Given that 
H a local solar power company’s litera-
ture, it would take 16 years before the 
solar panels pay for themselves.  Given 
that Hampton Roads has one of the larg-
est military density per area in the coun-
try, 16 years to break even on an invest-

ment often far exceeds what the existing 
population can buy into.

Lee Suring, a Sandbridge resident and 
project manager who uses only electric-
ity, said  that while he has considered 
installing solar panels on his recently 
purchased home that “the investment in 
the current technology doesn’t pay off 
quickly enough in this region to make 

a reasonable return.”  Suring has also 
considered wind technology, but again, 
some similar issues prevail.  In regards 
to wind turbines Suring stated, “mount-
ing around surrounding structures and 
initial costs have been preventative.”

Fifteen-year Virginia Beach resident, 
two-time homeowner and a meteorolo-
gist, Kyle Goldstein uses only electricity 

mining where to place solar panels is a 
primary consideration for installation.  
The panels need to be placed in an area 
where they obtain the highest and most 
consistent solar radiation in order to be 
efficient and effective.  Given the cur-
rent technology, the solar panels also 
require a large amount of square space 
to harass enough energy given our cur-
rent energy consumption and demands.  
For example, in order to provide enough 
power to cover all of Earth’s current use, 
solar panels would need to cover an area 
equivalent to that of the state of New 
York.  On the other hand, wind turbines 
also propose an issue in relation to sheer 
space.  In order to provide adequate 
worldwide power, two percent of all 
land on Earth would need to be covered 
with wind turbine farms.

and agrees that while he has considered 
purchasing solar panels, that it does not 
currently appear to be an investment that 
would pay off.   Goldstein also cited the 
difficulties presented due to the con-
struction of most home roofs; the angle 
does not allow for solar energy to be ha-
rassed at all times of the day unless the 
panel installed is on a rotating device.  

“No one wants a gaudy, moveable 
solar panel on their roof.  It’s just not 
logical.  Now, solar water heating is an 
investment I’m looking into. ” Goldstein 
responded.  Solar water heating is anoth-
er form of renewable, green energy that 
is also being promoted in the local area 
and often by the same companies that 
are selling the solar panel technology.

According to a recent Discovery 
Channel special on green energy, deter-

Solar energy savings can take 16 years; which is better buy?

By Nathan Denny

Inside the stylish shop near Lynn-
haven Mall, many of the valuables on 
display aren’t glittering or sparkling, 

but rather old 
and tarnished, 
having been 
used and passed 
around for gen-
erations before 
ending up as 
part of a rare 
and valuable 
collection. 

At Silver 
Eagle Coins and Collectibles, unique 
coins are the prized “jewels” on dis-

play. Some are small, others are big-
ger, some are shiny and some are 
dull, but they all have enhanced value 
based on their distinctive properties.

Bob Hull is the owner, operator 
and appraiser at Silver Eagle, which 
he opened about three years ago on 
North Mall Drive, but coin-collecting 
has been a part of his life since before 
he was born.

“My mother went into labor with 
me while attending a coin show,” 
Hull said. “So I guess you could say 
it’s been a part of my life from the get-
go.”  Butts station

Hull’s father, Vincent, a coin collec-
tor who lives off Shore Drive, opened 

a coin shop in Virginia Beach along 
Virginia Beach Boulevard where 
for many years Hull and his family 
worked. Growing up surrounded by 
the trade, Hull became immersed in 
the field of coins and it wasn’t long 
before he was ready to venture out on 
his own.

“I think we’re probably each oth-
er’s biggest competition,” Hull said of 
himself and his father. “I’ll still consult 
him if I have questions. I can ask him 
anything and he’ll help me out. He’s 
been working for 60 years and he still 
works seven-days-a-week.”    

Continues on Page 6

“An exciting business” - Bob Hull, owner of Silver Coins and Collectibles,
following in father’s footsteps; works with wife, Shawna, in Lynnhaven
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City Council incumbents all plan to keep their seats in November
Continued from Page 1 

of tenure, but they all have one goal in com-
mon: come election-time, all seven plan to 
hold onto their public service jobs.

At-Large councilmember Brad Martin is 
one of the seven. Appointed January 1, 2014 
to his current seat, he is one of two members 
entering their first council races not as a chal-
lengers, but as incumbents.

“I recognize I’m lucky to be running as 
an incumbent,” said the life-long Hampton 
Roads resident and civil engineer, a profes-
sion that bears a direct relation on his desire 
to serve. With several major construction 

projects on the city’s horizon, he said it 
makes his spot on council a vital one. 

“Engineering is a skill set that needs rep-
resentation,” he said. “It brings something to 
the table that was not there before. I’m not 
saying not being an engineer counts you out, 
but having at least one on the council is es-
sential.”

Shannon Kane represents the Rose Hall 
District and was also appointed to her seat 
earlier this year. Like Martin, she comes into 
her first council election as an incumbent. 
A James Madison University graduate and 
former president of the Virginia Beach Jay-
cees, she hung banners in preparation for her 

campaign launch party on June 4.
 “I love Virginia Beach,” she says. “And 

I am committed to making the city even 
greater than it already is.” 

Councilmember Barbara M. Henley, 
Princess Anne District, on the other hand, is 
no novice when it comes to running as an 
incumbent. First elected in 1978, she has 
spent a total of 28 years on the council, with 
two four-year breaks in her tenure. She says 
her focus on the issues and connection to 
her constituents are the keys to her success. 
She is currently focused on a way to revise 
the comprehensive plans for the Transition 
Area.

“The 2003 decision to allow develop-
ment,” she says, “has been loosely regulated 
and needs to be revisited to clarify design 
standards.” 

 She also cites sea-level rise as a major 
issue and said she deserves another term 
because she meets regularly with people in 
her district. She estimated she spent $50,000 
to $60,000 on her last election, but does not 
know what to expect this time around. 

“That’s what we need,” says Coun-
cilmember Henley, “is to stay in touch with 
the people.”

The following incumbents up for reelec-
tion, but couldn’t be reached, are: Louis R. 

Jones - vice mayor, who has served on the 
council since 1982 and as mayor from 1982 
to 1984.

John D. Moss - at-large, who is currently 
in office after winning a special election in 
2011 and has held office twice before, first as 
the Kempsville representative from 1986 to 
1990 and then again as an at-large member 
from 1992 to1995.

John E. Uhrin - Beach District, took of-
fice in Jan 2011, currently in his second term.

James L. Wood - Lynnhaven, has also 
filed his papers for re-election and is cur-
rently serving his third term.

Continued from Page 1 
Before opening his own shop, howev-
er, Hull spent much time on the road at 
coin and collectors shows, taking part 
in as many as 40 of them a year.

Coin collectors are often after the 

rarest of coins - those that only circu-
lated for brief periods of time, coins 
that contain high percentages of gold 
or silver, or coins that have some kind 
of historical significance. Silver Ea-
gle has an extensive collection of rare 

coins.
As it turns out, a penny is not al-

ways worth one cent. Certain pennies 
carry a much higher value. Hull has a 
low mintage penny from year 1909 on 
display, marked with an ‘S’, signify-

ing that it was produced in San Fran-
cisco. This rare coin can be bought for 
much higher than its monetary worth 
at almost $3,000.

Hull even has a rare 1916 Den-
ver-minted dime has a price tag 
around $5,000.

And while there are plenty of old, 
rare coins, Silver Eagle has many 
brand new, untouched coins on dis-
play and for sale. Some of these are 
special commemorative coins that 
were minted for a particular occasion, 
never intended to be used as currency.

Hull has several 1936 Norfolk 
Commemorative coins. These are 50 
cent pieces that were minted to com-

memorate the Virginia bicentennial. 
Many collectors, especially local col-
lectors or those with a connection to 
Norfolk, seek special coins like this 
one.

One-, five- and 10-ounce bars of sil-
ver can be bought as well.

“I used to do a lot of sports memo-
rabilia, but when the economy turned, 
that was less in demand. Gold and sil-
ver is where it’s been at since 2008.”

This business involves a lot of buy-
ing, and enough selling to turn profit. 
According to Hull, he enjoys the buy

Continues on Page 6

37th Street box

“An exciting business” - Bob Hull, owner of Silver Coins and Collectibles, following in father’s footsteps; works with wife, Shawna, in Lynnhaven
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Decades of experience
providing all levels of

digni�ed service to
those in need.

P. G. Thomasson
FUNERAL SERVICES

PERRY G. THOMASSON, DIRECTOR
pgthomassonfuneralservices.com

230 N. Lynnhaven Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-615-2343

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-486-4710

1642 Pleasure House Rd
Suite 105 Virginia Beach 

(757) 271-9220
www.gateaux-cakes.com

French Pâtisserie and 
Full Service Bakery

Monday - Friday 7 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9 am -2 pm

Bread y Cakes y Pastries 
 Cookies y Tarts y Pies 5045 Virginia Beach Boulevard #101

Facebook.com/NOFORKS101 

Call Today!
757-473-0087

The Virginia Beach Sports Club has recognized 11 student athletes, one from each Virginia Beach High 
School, at its 61st annual jamboree held recently at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. About 230 people 
attended. Each student athlete received a $2,500 scholarship, to be used for their first year in college, in honor 
of their scholastic achievements.  Each high school had an assembly for the seniors and at that time all the 
awards are presented.  One Virginia Beach Sports Club member will go to each high school and recognize 
the recipient at the assembly. Claudy Baines is the club’s new president. 

Virginia Beach Sports Club scholarship recipients, front row, left to right: Travis Moore, Kempsville; Diamond Lee, Green Run; Anna Morgan, 
Bayside and Jacob Rogerson, Cox. Back row, left to right: Sean Button, Kellam; Grant Zou, Princess Anne; Theodore Goosen, Tallwood; Matthew 
Rosen, First Colonial; Andre Toran, Salem; Walter Castillo, Landstown; and Dan Edwards, scholarship chairman and Virginia Beach School Board 
chairman.  Missing from the photo: Nicole Park, Ocean Lakes. (Photo courtesy of  Dan Proulx.)

11 Beach student athletes score scholarships
from the Virginia Beach Sports Club No Checks.  No Bull.  

No Collection too large or too small

Guaranteed to Pay 
CASH On the Spot!

2724 N. Mall Drive,  Suite 102 (Corner of N. Mall Dr. & Lynnhaven Mall Dr.)
www.silvereaglecoinsva.com

(757) 351-1105

Licensed~Bonded~Insured

We Buy Platinum, Gold & Silver in any form

W A N T E D
 • US Gold & Silver Coins & World Coins of all shapes & sizes

• Rolex Wrist Watches
• Animation Art

• Diamonds & Fine Jewelry

Continued from Page 6

 ing more than he does the selling. 
“Everyday people are coming in looking 

to sell to us,” he said. “We’ve had people 
come to sell from West Virginia, Tennes-
see, North Carolina -they hear that we pay 
top dollar. And quality always sells. We’re 
building up a good reputation, which is key 
in this business.”

Silver Eagle Coins and Collectibles of-
fers free on-the-spot appraisals for coins, 
gold and silver antiques, and other collect-

ible items. Hull and his wife of 11 years, 
Shawna, who also helps run the business, 
live in Chesapeake’s Butts Station commu-
nity.

 “It’s an exciting business,” he said. “You 
never know what is going to come in the 
door next.”

Silver Eagle Coins and Collectibles is 
located at 2724 North Mall Drive, Suite 
102. Call 757-351-1105.   www.silvereagle-
coinsva.com.

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu.

Bob Hull works with wife, Shawna

Continued from Page 8 

I urge President Obama, who holds the 
title and critical responsibilities of our na-
tion’s Commander in Chief, to lead in ad-
dressing the care of our nation’s veterans.  

I will continue to focus on the care that our 
veterans receive and I’m confident that 
members of Congress representing both 
sides of the aisle in both chambers will 
continue to do the same.”

U.S. Rep. Rigell reacts to Shinseki’s removal
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Wildlife Watch PoliticsMilitary

By Staff Report

The next scheduled election to be held 
in the City of Virginia Beach is the No-
vember 4, 2014 General Election. Here 
are some other upcoming election dates:

President and vice-president: Term of 
office, four years.  Next election: Nov. 8, 
2016. United States Senate: Two senators 
for the Commonwealth of Virginia. Term 
of office, six years.  Next election: Nov. 4, 
2014. House of Representatives: 2nd Con-
gressional District. Term of office, two 
years. Next election: Nov. 4, 2014. Gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor and attorney 
general: Term of office, four years. Next 
election: Nov. 7, 2017. State Senate: Four 
Districts: 6th, 7th, 8th and 14th. One sen-
ator for each district. Term of office, four 
years. Next election: Nov. 3, 2015. House 
of Delegates: Eight Districts: 21st, 81st, 
82nd, 83rd, 84th, 85th, 90th and 100th* 
One delegate for each district. Term of 
office, two years. Next election: Nov. 3, 
2015. Mayor: Term of office, four years. 

Next election: Nov. 8, 2016. City Council 
and School Board: There are 11 members 
on the City Council including the may-
or. There are 11 members on the School 
Board. City Council and School Board 
elections are every even-numbered year. 
These terms are staggered for both City 
Council and School Board. Term of office, 
four years. Next election: Nov. 4, 2014. 
Constitutional Officers: Commissioner 
of Revenue, Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
Sheriff, Treasurer, term of office, four 
years. Next election: Nov. 7, 2017. Clerk 
of Court: Term of office: Eight years. 
Next election: Nov. 5, 2019. Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation director, Virginia Dare 
District: Term of office, four years. Next 
election: Nov. 3, 2015. *The 100th House 
of Delegates District boundary lines in 
Virginia Beach only encompasses water; 
no residential or business areas are includ-
ed. For more information contact General 
Registrar Donna Patterson at 757-385-
8683 or at voter@vbgov.com.

American robins sunning in Bayside
Virginia Beach wildlife-lovers are used to seeing many types of colorful birds swoop-

ing around town and in their back yards. Among the more often-seen are ravens, gulls, 
swans and always, the American robin (Turdus migratorius), which is a migratory song-
bird of the thrush family. It is named after the European robin because of its reddish-or-
ange breast, though the two species are not closely related, with the European robin be-
longing to the flycatcher family. The American robin is widely distributed throughout 
North America, wintering from southern Canada to central Mexico and along the Pacific 
Coast. It is the state bird of Connecticut, Michigan, and Wisconsin.

U.S. Rep. Rigell reacts
to Shinseki’s removal

Representative Scott Rigell (VA-02) 
released this statement following the Pres-
ident Obama’s recent decision to accept 
General Eric Shinseki’s resignation: 

“The President accepting General 
Shinseki’s resignationz is a step in the right 
direction, and I share President Obama’s 
respect and gratitude for the General’s ser-
vice to our country. However, this problem 
does not begin or end with the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. I continue to be alarmed 
by the mismanagement and lack of ac-
countability that has become a pattern in 
the Obama Administration. One of the pri-
mary roles of the president is to properly 
oversee and effectively manage the vari-
ous agencies of the federal government. 
We must remember that the President, 
dating back to his presidential campaign 
in 2008, said he would address issues at 
the VA, and has failed to do so. 

Continues on Page 7 

National, state, local election dates

This American Robin was recently photographed sunbathing in the city’s Bayside area.


