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“Porch Talk”

Virginia Beach
Weather 101

By Kathryn Bateman

Longtime Virginia 
Beach residents can often 
be heard to say, “if you 
don’t like the weather, just 
wait five minutes.”

That might be a slight 
exaggeration, but it’s cer-
tainly true that we run the 
gamut on weather condi-
tions in this area.  A little 
while ago, Mother Nature 
sent us icy cold sleet and 
snow that left a lovely 
white blanket over the city 
for a good while, and then,  
the next day, the thermom-
eter came close to hitting a 
balmy 70 degrees!

Trying to figure out 
what to wear to work, 
or how to dress kids for 
school , can prove an in-
teresting challenge due 
to these weather fluctua-
tions. “Let’s see, should I 
wear a thick, cozy sweater 
and my snow boots to-
day, or dig a pair of shorts 
and a tank top out of the 
bottom of the dresser?” I 
don’t know about other 
folks, but I don’t have a 
lot of luck with that and 
usually manage to pick 
the wrong outfit and either 
freeze or burn up all day. 
That might partly explain 
why I don’t bother to buy 
lottery tickets.

Virginia Beach is a 
big city, so residents on 
one side of it can experi-
ence quite different con-

Please see Virginia, Page 4
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Hot jobs!  1,000 compete for some 35 firefighting slots

“Let’s see, 
should I wear a 
thick, cozy sweater 
and my snow boots 
today, or dig a 
pair of shorts and 
a tank top out of 
the bottom of the 
dresser?”

Virginia Beach Fire Department
tests for those who can take the heat!
By Nathan Denny
Sun Writer

The allure and intrigue of the life and career of a fire-
fighter is not lost on the Virginia Beach community, as 
more than 1,000 people have recently applied to become 
a part of the Virginia Beach Fire Department.

For just a few days each year, the 
VBFD opens for applications for vacant 
or new firefighter positions. The most re-
cent application period was last month, 
from January 19 to 22.

Christia Webb, the VBFD’s Human 
Resources and Recruitment officer, said 
the selection process takes around 10 
months, involving multiple levels of test-

ing to ensure the best candidates are chosen to protect the 
public.

Because of such high interest, applications are only 
accepted for a short period of time. Once the application 
period is over, every applicant is scheduled for a written 

exam. Candidates will move from there to what is known 
as the CPAT, Candidates Physical Abilities Test, where 
they must prove that they are fit enough to handle the  
job’s physical challenges.

“Each candidate has to demonstrate that they have 
the physical ability to carry out the day-to-day tasks of 
a firefighter,” said Michael Barakey, district chief of per-
sonnel and development for the VBFD. “It is a physically 
demanding job.”

Candidates must also go through extensive back-
ground checks, as well as, reviews of their driving record 
and references.

Out of the 1,000 or more who initially apply, between 
300 and 400 candidates will receive a panel interview, 
which entails further background checks.  The candidates 
selected for the job will begin their training and will be 
placed at one of the city’s 19 fire stations.

“Virginia Beach is really all-encompassing,” said 
Battalion Chief Time Riley, a VBFD public information 
officer. “We have rural slower stations and urban depart-
ments with varying population densities. We are involved 
in presidential events, July 4th celebrations and parades, 
in addition to the EMS related calls that we respond to.”

And equally unique are the circumstances that 
some firefighters find themselves in when responding to 

Please see Hot, Page 3

The selection process takes around 10 
months, involving multiple levels of testing 
to ensure the best candidates are chosen to 
protect the public. 

Virginia Beach fire trucks, at Station 10. (Photo by Nathan Denny)

Tim Riley

“Broadway”
debuting at
Oceanfront
A theater and ice rink for professional performances, 
8 movie theaters and a Ferris wheel coming in 2015 

As the Virginia Beach 
community anxiously 
awaits the arrival of 
spring, summer and 
warmer weather, it is also 
looking forward its new-
est seaside jewel to begin 
shining:  A $168 million 
entertainment extrava-
ganza, a family-oriented, 
“megafunplex,” to be 
built on two blocks at the 
corner of 19th Street and 
Pacific Avenue, just a 
stretch from the conven-
tion center and not far 
from the Tide’s tracks, if 
and when Norfolk’s light 
rail line extends it to the 
beach.

For too long, city of-
ficials, community leaders 
and other volunteers have 
worked diligently, year-
after-year, improving the 
quality of life and level of 
entertainment offered at 
the resort strip, but absent 
that big ticket item that 
serves as a “talk piece” for 
neighbors to brag to other 
neighbors about, across 
the country, region and 
the world.  

Virginia Beach is 
blessed - by accident, not 
design – to be located on 
the rolling and majestic 
Atlantic Ocean, attract-
ing millions of visitors 
annually.  The city’s pri-
mary drawing card is the 
ocean and miles and miles 
of fresh, clean sand, fol-
lowed closely by its wide 
array restaurants, shops, 
business districts and his-
torical houses.  

For a while, it looked 
like the community might 
get a new hotel to enhance 
its convention center; and 
some still hold out hope 

for a new multipurpose 
arena that could be home 
to a professional sports 
team.  But in the mean-
time, it looks like it is the 
right time for all hands 
on deck, as preparations 
are made for what could  
become to Virginia Beach, 
what the legendary Ocean 
View Amusement Park 
was to the city of Norfolk.  
This new commercial ad-
dition, which brings with 
it new tax  revenues and 
jobs, comes as the city 
prepares to celebrate its 
maturation from being the 
Town of Virginia Beach, 
as it was known until 
1963, to flourishing as the 
city of Virginia Beach.

And now, 50 years 
later, wiser and smarter, 
Virginia Beach welcomes 
its one of its newest busi-
ness owners, Texas busi-
nessman Michael Jenkins, 
70, president of Leisure 
and Recreation Concepts, 
Inc., who is building the 
$168 million entertain-
ment complex one block 
off Atlantic Avenue. 

He describes it as, “a 
high quality, affordable 
family entertainment cen-
ter, containing over 40 of 
the latest attractions from 
around the world, includ-
ing a 2,500-seat profes-
sional theater for Broad-
way and international 
theater performances, a 
regulation ice rink for 
family skating, hockey 
and other professional 
performances; 

Please see Broadway, Page 5

Commentary

“On the Sunny Side!”
2013: A new season, a new reason to celebrate YOU!

It’s never too late to make a New Year’s resolution;
try getting involved with something new

By Stephanie R. Harron

This season is going by so quickly, 
that I barely have time to stop and think, 
“Whew, winter?  It’s practically spring!”  
I bet you have not heard this question in a 
while, but how is your New Year’s “reso-
lution” coming along?

If you are still on-track with your 
new agenda, good for you!  As for those 
who could not resist their sweet tooth, or 
refrain from pressing the snooze button 
a few more times in the morning, do not 
give up hope now.  We are only a month-
and-a-half into this new year.  There 
is plenty of time to get yourself in-gear 
and pursue whatever you plan to change 

in this new season.  “New Year’s Reso-
lutions” can be viewed as overrated, but 
always remember that by making new, 
positive choices, we allow opportunities 
to prosper in new avenues of our lives.  

As a returning sophomore at Virginia 
Wesleyan College, who moved here from 
New Jersey, I like change.  I like to feel 
secure.  There are plenty of Subways and 
McDonald’s along the roads to find a 
place to eat; and at least two malls in the 
area to get my necessities of life.  Howev-
er, my entire social life has changed since 
moving here.  It has been tricky finding 
my niche.  I started to worry, “where do I

Please see 2013, Page 2

By Nathan Denny
Sun Writer

Pale blue features on the building’s 
exterior give the school a character 
of familiarity.  Locals know  it as the 
school with the planetarium.

An older building on the outside, 
Plaza Middle School is home to a pro-
gressive, 21st century staff and student 
body.  It has also been a very a proud 
school, and even more so recently, 
when one of its own received the city’s  
prestigious 2013 Citywide Teacher of 
the Year award.

In The Sunshine: Plaza Middle School’s Angela German

The school division’s 2013 “Teacher of the Year” Angela German 
lives with her family in Great Neck, plays dodgeball  

and sponsors the school’s spelling bee

That educator is 8th grade English 
teacher, Angela German.

“I am really grateful and honored 
by this award,” German said. “Among 
so many great educators in this area, it 
is just very humbling to be given this.”

German, who is in her fifth year at 
Plaza Middle, was awarded the Plaza 
Middle School Teacher of the Year 
award in December 2011.  She was 
then placed into the city-wide pool with 
thousands of other applicants, 10 of 
whom are selected from the city-wide

Please see In, Page 4

Angela German, third from the right, along with her students. (Photo by Nathan Denny)
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Commentary

Impatient people need not apply to be a firefighter

Continued from Page 1 

belong, is it obvious that I am not a Virginia Beach native, 
and my goodness, there are so many possibilities, where 
do I begin?”  I finally came to the conclusion that if I must 
find anywhere to belong, I must first discover the passion 
that inspires me to live each day to its fullest.

I decided the best place to begin my search was with-
in my personal interests and hobbies. For me, music has 
always brought spirit into my life.  It is a language of its 
own, that speaks directly to my heart and I decided to cel-
ebrate music in my life by investing time with my trum-
pet.  I have played 10 years too long to give up on this 
valuable talent and strong connections that I share with 
people.  I decided to search for a symphonic ensemble in 

the larger Virginia Beach community.  This was intimi-
dating at first, because I had no idea who I was going to 
meet, what type of performance level I was expected to 
play or if I was qualified enough to perform with old-
er musicians who have perfected their skill for over 30 
years!  I decided to put on my “big girl pants” and dive 
right into the scene.

Brave Enough

After reading about a few musical groups from the 
internet, I decided to become a member of Symphonic 
Artistry, an ensemble that consists of military members, 
local teachers, business owners, students and retired 
professionals from the Hampton Roads area. I was com-
pletely nervous at my first group rehearsal. The more I 
kept thinking, “I hope I don’t crack this note, and is this 
how I count this rhythm,” the more I became nervous and 
therefore fumbled on a few notes that were actually really 
easy to play.

I realized that I am a decent player;  however, I was 
allowing my nerves to overtake my natural ability to 
play beautiful music. I decided that, if this is what I truly 
wanted to pursue as my hobby, that I would have to put 
my fears aside, trust my instinct and put my skill to the 
test.  After playing with this group for over 18 months, 
I can surely say that I have become more confident on 

By Nathan Denny

As with almost any job out there, it looks different 
from the inside than it does from the outside.

Knowing and experiencing the inner workings of 
any business or company, seeing the operations and work 
necessary to get the job done, changes your perspective. 
Even simply hearing about the job from an insider can 
shed light on certain behind-the-scenes elements you 
never knew took place.

While we may have our suppositions about firefight-
ing based on what we’ve seen from movies or television 
shows, even dramatizations can fail to accurately portray 
the obligation required to do this job - or more accurately, 
to live this lifestyle.

For some careers, an applicant will apply, get hired, 
train and begin work, all with one month.  Many jobs are 

like this; it’s usually just the business or company’s pref-
erence to get the new employees up-and-going quickly.

According to Battalion Chief Tim Riley, who has 
been with the Virginia Beach Fire Department for 28 
years, those who apply for the job of firefighter in Janu-
ary 2013 will have to wait until July 2014 to be officially 
on their own as a firefighter. 

Between the thorough, yet lengthy, selection process 
and the months of training required upon acceptance of 
the position, the amount of time to actually get started 
as a Virginia Beach firefighter is quite a commitment in 
itself.

Impatient people need not apply.
A common misconception about firefighters, Riley 

explained, is the work schedule. People hear that they 
work 10 days out of the month and immediately begin 
daydreaming about what it would be like to have 10 work 

days each month rather than 20.
But if you do the math, those 10 days - which are  

a straight 24-hours of duty - add up to much more than a 
40-hour work week.

There is no 5 p.m. whistle at the fire station.
In this way, the job becomes the lifestyle, and it is a 

calling that requires a unique individual to fill.
Because of the amount of time devoted to the job, 

the amount of patience and resolve necessary to even get 
started, and the lifestyle inherent in such a line of work 
as firefighting, we know at least one thing. The men and 
women who do this job are not doing it half-heartedly. 

As Riley will verify, the people working for the 
Virginia Beach Fire Department are motivated, quality 
people.  

They, along with the city’s police officers, first-re-
sponders and teachers, are the best!

the trumpet, expanded my musicianship and made new 
friends. Because I was brave enough to venture outside 
of my comfort zone, I have been granted numerous op-
portunities to play in various Virginia Beach churches.  

So here is my question to you: Who is to say “New 
Year’s Resolutions” must begin only on January 1? You 
can start a resolution right now. My suggestion is to make 
your resolution something that helps you develop a deep-
er understanding of what makes you appreciate life. For-
get the social pressures of losing weight, getting fit and 
making more money at work. But, do not get me wrong. 
Those things are great, but let’s face it - over time, our 
bodies will change; and you cannot take your money to 
the grave.

Try to take care of your overall well-being, physi-
cally and mentally. One of the best places to find your 
niche is through exploring your interests in activites such 
as, recreational sports, writing, social activities or playing 
music.

As simple as it sounds, going through life’s everyday 
motions can be exhausting!  Are you ready for a change?  
If you are, you can begin your “New Year’s Resolution” 
can right now!

Stephanie R. Harron, srharron@vwc.edu, lives in the 
city’s Rosemont area and is a Virginia Wesleyan College 
sophomore, majoring in Health and Human Services and 
minoring in Music and Hispanic Studies.

2013: A new season, a new reason to celebrate YOU!
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Public Safety

“People see that we work 10 
days a month, but those are 24-
hour shifts, 56-hour work weeks. 
That means a third of your life is 
dedicated to the fire department. 
A third of Christmases and third 
of anniversaries.” – Tim Riley

Continued from Page 1

emergency calls.
“Last year we responded to every-

thing from jet crashes to a bear stuck up 
in a tree at the oceanfront,” Riley said.

Applicants come from all walks of 
life, according to Webb.

“We want to strive to match the di-
versity of the population that we serve,” 
Webb said. “Virginia Beach is a diverse 
city and we want to match that in the 
force, so we target women and minorities 
when we do our ad campaign.”

The extensive campaign for the re-
cent call for applications included radio 
advertisements, college and community 
job fairs, print media, contact with mili-
tary installations, Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube.

A rousing recruitment video on the 
department’s website, showing  a mon-
tage of raging fires, emotional scenes and 

firefighters in action, ends with a mobiliz-
ing message: “Become a Virginia Beach 
Firefighter.”

Much of the city’s diversity is a result 
of the area’s large military population. 
Chief Barakey emphasized that hiring 
veterans is very important to the depart-
ment.

“Because of their training in the 
military, veterans serve well in the public 
safety sector,” Barakey said. “They make 
great firefighters. We go on the bases to 
recruit and we are pursuing the V3 initia-
tive - Virginia Values Veterans.”

Only a small group of the original ap-
plicants will be hired, somewhere around 
30 or 35. And what takes months and 
months of testing and training to achieve, 

takes even more commitment in the long 
term.

Firefighting is really more than a job 
- it’s a lifestyle.

“What people don’t realize,” Riley 
said, “is that this is a huge commitment. 
People see that we work 10 days a month, 
but those are 24-hour shifts, 56-hour work 
weeks. That means a third of your life is 
dedicated to the fire department. A third 
of Christmases and third of anniversaries 
- it is a lifestyle change.”

It is a change that some applicants re-
alize they are not ready to accept. Webb 
says that even among those who are ulti-
mately selected to join the fire department 
after the year-long application process, 
several will leave, deciding they are not 
ready for the level of commitment neces-
sary.  The reason for applying varies from 
person to person; perhaps family history 
inspires the choice or just the desire to 
help people and serve the public.

For Riley, it was the 1970’s television 
show, Emergency!, that initially attracted 
him to a firefighting career.

“I was welcoming the last class, and 
I showed them a picture of the characters 
from the show Emergency!,” Riley said. 
“No one knew who they were. They were 
all too young…But I asked who had ever 
heard of the show Chicago Fire and ev-
eryone’s hand went up. There is some 
generational change in that respect.”

But whether it’s a television show 
that brings inspiration, or the events of 
September 11th or a family member’s 
service, one thing remains constant when 
it comes to people looking to become a 
firefighter.

“Here’s what hasn’t changed,” said 
Riley. “The core values of the fire depart-
ment - the sense of purpose, the desire to 
serve and benefit mankind - have always 
been the same. And that is what makes 
people want to become firefighters.”

For recruitment information, contact 
Christia Webb, cwebb@vbgov.com.

Contact the Virginia Beach Fire De-
partment, 757-385-4228.

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu.

Hot jobs! 1,000 compete for some 35 firefighting slots

Members of the Virginia Beach Fire Department, left to right, are: District Chief Michael Barakey;  
Christia Webb, in charge of Human Resources & Recruitment and Battalion Chief Tim Riley.
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Education

Continued from Page 1 

pool and are paid two sur-
prise visits to the class-
room, by the selection 
committee, over the pe-
riod of a month.

“You don’t know 
when they are going to 
come, who they are, what 
they look like,” German 
said, “so when they come, 
you just smile and wave 
and continue teaching.”

Following the class-
room visits, five teach-
ers are selected for inter-
views. German said that a 
month after her interview 
with the selection com-
mittee, she was surprised 
in her classroom one day 
with the award.  The stu-
dents, the teachers, and 
the administration at Pla-
za are very supportive of 
German and proud of her 
esteemed achievement.

“The whole school 
is very proud,” said Vio-
let Hoyle, Plaza Middle 
School’s principal. “It 
gave the school a sense of 
accomplishment and real-
ly brought us all together. 
It showed that we are do-
ing something right here.”

Jordan Stewart, an 
eighth -grader in Ger-
man’s English class, has 
experienced first-hand the 
classroom environment 
and teaching style that 
caught the selection com-
mittee’s attention.

“I think she complete-
ly deserves this award,” 
Stewart said. “She has us 
doing interactive activi-
ties throughout class and 
she is very good at getting 
us to understand the mate-
rial.”

Eighth-Graders

German has taught 
at other Virginia Beach 
schools as well. After 
graduating from Old Do-
minion University, she 
taught for one year at the 
Open Campus Alternative 
Education Center. She fol-
lowed that with nine years 
at Princess Anne High 
School, teaching all lev-
els of English and Public 
Speaking. She then be-
gan teaching 8th grade at 
Plaza.

German says that 
there is something special 
about teaching eighth-
graders.

“Every day is differ-
ent; they keep you young,” 
she said with a knowing 
smile. “But the best part 
is I get to prepare them 
for high school. They are 
very excited about going 
to high school - it is a fun 
and pivotal time for them. 
They grow and mature 
a lot during their eighth 
grade year and we get to 
experience those growing 
pains together.”

One of the big proj-
ects in which German en-
gages her students is digi-
tal portfolios - web-based 
catalogues of the students’ 
work that can be changed 
and added to throughout 
the year. These portfolios 
not only help the students 
become more proficient in 
the use of technology, but 
according to German, stu-
dents can use these port-
folios for high school, col-
lege, and even for future 
job interviews.

German is also in-
volved in several school 
activities outside of the 
classroom. She sponsors 
the school newspaper, the 
TrojaNews (named after 
Plaza’s mascot, the Tro-
jans); and sponsors the 
school spelling bee.  She 
also recently participat-
ed in a student and staff 
dodgeball tournament, 

proudly stating that her 
team had a respectable 
run and advanced through 
several rounds of the tour-
nament.

“I think it was be-
cause the kids didn’t 
want to throw at me,” she 
laughed.

Born and raised in 
Winchester, VA, Ger-
man moved to the area 
to attend Old Dominion 
University and stayed in 
the area after graduating, 
when she began teaching 
in Virginia Beach.

“I often go to semi-
nars and conferences 
outside of the school sys-
tem,” German said, “and 
when you go to those 
kinds of things, you really 
see how far ahead Virginia 
Beach schools are. For as 
big as this city is, they are 
doing a great job putting 
out quality students and 
preparing them for higher 
educations. And the re-
sources and the commu-
nity are just amazing.”  

Great Neck

German lives in the 
Great Neck with her hus-
band, Kyle, and her two 
young boys, Hayden, five 
and Wyatt, 3.  They enjoy 
going to the beach during 
the summers and attend-
ing concerts.  Kyle works 
at Chesapeake’s Oscar 
Smith High School and 
likes playing sports with 
his two sons.

For the German fami-
ly, the award has provided  
some unique experiences.

“I’ve met so many 
new people and been able 
to do so many great things 

In The Sunshine: Plaza Middle School’s Angela German

because of this,” German 
said. “I got to stand on the 
field at a Norfolk State 
football game, I was on a 
float during the Neptune 
Festival parade—plus 
I got my own parking 
spot!” A local business 

owner even gave German 
and her family a trip to 
Disney World.

“She embraces the vi-
sion of the school and the 
school system,” Principal 
Hoyle said of German. 
“She incorporates 21st 

century skills and knows 
how to create opportuni-
ties for the kids. Mrs. Ger-
man is the epitome of that 
vision.”

German loves her job 
and her students, and says 
that she is very lucky to be 

at such a great school like 
Plaza Middle.

For more informa-
tion, contact Plaza Middle 
School at plazams@vb-
schools.com.

Nathan Denny, 757-
748-2892, njdenny@vt.edu.

Angela German takes a moment to talk with some of her students.

Virginia Beach Weather 101
Continued from Page 1

ditions than those on the 
opposite side. I live on the 
east side myself, not far 
from the Atlantic Ocean, 
yet I work on the west side 
just a little short of the line 
dividing us from our Nor-
folk neighbors. 

If I want to know the 
forecasted weather for 

something I plan to do 
close to my home, I make 
sure I put in that zip code, 
not the zip for where I 
work. I can be watch-
ing the rain belting down 
outside of my window at 
work, yet the sun can be 
shining merrily where I 
live and play.

So, if you are think-
ing of visiting or moving 

to Virginia Beach, and 
you love warm, sunny, 
let’s go to the beach kind 
of weather, you can put a 
check in that box because 
we have lots of it.  

But, if you like noth-
ing better than a blustery, 
cold day with a possible 
chance of flurries so you 
can snuggle up on the 
couch and drink hot choc-

olate, we can offer you 
that too.  

Stick around a little 
while and you will likely 
see some of both, maybe 
even in the very same 
week.

Kathryn Bateman, a  
longtime Virginia Beach 
resident, can be reached 
at kd_bateman@aol.com.



5200 Fairfield Shopping Center, Virginia Beach, VA 23464

www.frankiesribs.com 

  (757) 495-RIBS
Call For Take-Out
Best ribs in town!

The Best Chinese Cuisine 
in Virginia Beach!

1025 Independence Blvd.
(Haygood Shopping Center)

363-9806 • 363-9807

ORDER ONLINE:
www.ChinaKingHaygood.com

WE DELIVER 
Town Center, Aragona, Bayside, 

Pembroke, Shore Drive
Min $10 • $1.75 Extra Charge

OPEN HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10:30pm

Fri. & Sat. 11am-11pm
Sunday 12noon-10pm

$1 Off
Any Purchase of 

$10 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$3 Off
Any Purchase of 

$20 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

$5 Off
Any Purchase of 

$30 of More
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

Party Catering

$1999

Serves 6-8 People
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

CHICKEN WINGS

8pc. $3.95
12pc. $5.95
30pc. $13.99
50pc. $22.99
China King • 363-9806

Must Present Coupon at Time of 
Purchase. May not be combined with 

any other offers. Exp. 3/15/13

• We specialize in fi nancing import automobiles •

490.4734490.4734 490.4734490.4734
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Human Rights

Continued from Page 1

eight motion picture theaters, a cabaret 
club and a children’s ‘family forest,’ with 
significant parking, all contained in over 
360,000 square feet of family fun and 
excitement.  The attraction’s centerpiece 
will be the largest Ferris wheel on the East 

Coast, with enclosed, full-conditioned 
cabins.”

The Ferris wheel will stand at 185 
feet.  The complex is slated to open in 
2015.  

Welcome, Mr. Jenkins, to Virginia 
Beach and best wishes for a long run in 
the Resort City.  – G.G.

“Broadway” debuting at Oceanfront

Virginia Civil War Museum on wheels 
heads to the Oberndorf Central Library
The Virginia Civil War 150 His-

tory Mobile, an interactive “museum on 
wheels,” will visit Virginia Beach’s Me-
yera E. Oberndorf Central Library, Thurs-
day, Feb. 28 through Saturday, March 2. 
On Feb. 28, the exhibit will be open to 
school groups from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
open to the public from 3 to 6 p.m. On 
March 1 and 2, it will be open to the pub-
lic from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The History 
Mobile is wheelchair accessible.

The 53-foot tractor-trailer shares Vir-
ginia’s Civil War stories from the perspec-
tives of those who experienced it: young 

and old, enslaved and free, soldiers and 
civilians. As part of the Virginia Beach 
visit, a Civil War encampment will be 
constructed outside Central Library and 
there will be stories and crafts for children 
inside the library. Volunteers dressed in 
period clothing will also mingle with the 
crowd on Saturday, March 2. Admission 
to all events is free. 

For more information about the Civil 
War 150 HistoryMobile and its exhibits, 
visit www.virginiacivilwar.org/historymo-
bile.

The Virginia Civil War 150 History Mobile is coming to the Central Library.

Help Wanted

General Assignment Reporters/Photographers – Please email  
cover letter, resume, clippings; and samples of your indoor and 

outdoor photography to thevirginiabeachsun@gmail.com.  

Indoor and Outdoor Sales – Please email letter of interest and 
resume to thevirginiabeachsun@gmail.com.  

Local Columnists – Please email cover letter, resume and writing 
samples to thevirginiabeachsun@gmail.com.
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