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Thalia Lynn Baptist Church 
will host a kick-off event for Diaper 
Need Awareness Week Friday, Sep-
tember 25.

In further recognition of the spe-
cial week, three dif-
ferent Virginia Beach 
churches will be ac-
cepting donations for 
hundreds of Virginia 
Beach families who 
need disposable baby 

diapers: Thalia

Continues on Page 10

The local rock band’s members 
include two actors; members live 
in Kings Grant, Chesopian Colony, 
Aragona, Chic’s Beach and Wards 
Corner.

The following band profile was 
written for The Virginia Beach Sun 
by Intangible Cats’ drummer and 
founding member, Ken McNeill. 

Intangible Cats’ founding mem-
bers are Ken “Taco” Walker, guitars; 
Ricky Lutz, keyboards; George 
Gaydos, bass guitar; Ken McNeill, 
drums and Nick Ventura, lead vo-
cals.

All the band members live in

Continues on Page 6

By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

When you hear about their back-
grounds and where they’re from, the 
Virginia Gentlemen may seem like 
a group of vintage Virginia Beach 
surfers with a little extra time on their 
hands.

But after all they’ve accomplished, 
the men have slowly organized into an 
important community organization, 
whose mission is to make the world 
around them a better place, especially 
in Virginia Beach.

The Virginia Gentlemen Founda-
tion started about eight years ago, in 
2007, as a kind of social organization, 
said Executive Director Billy Ennis. 
For a while, they were a bunch of for-
mer high school friends who enjoyed 
being together and talking about com-
mon interests and old times.

They met for dinner and shared 
a few happy hours, said Ennis. Well-
known locals, with last names like 
“Malbon, Hofheimer and Thomp-
son,” were often among the evolving 
group. The boys had been “raised 
right,” he said. They’d been raised to 

care about the community around 
them and when they could, do what 
they could to make the world a better 
place for the people around them, with 
a keen eye on the less fortunate.

It wasn’t long before they were 
searching for a benevolent goal to-
wards which to work, he said, which 
manifested itself to them through a 
tragedy experienced by the family of 
one of their own.  Josh Thompson, at 
the age of 34, was diagnosed with Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, a disease that eats away at the 
muscle development of an individual 

until they can’t even breathe.
Thompson was recently married. 

He and his wife, Joy, had one small 
son at the time. They have since add-
ed a second son to the family. Josh 
Thompson, older brother to Virginia 
Gentleman Chris Thompson, receives 
assistance, said Ennis. They are the 
sons of Virginia Beach businessman 
Bruce Thompson.

“A person’s body doesn’t work, 
but their mind is as sharp as ever,” En-
nis said about ALS. “Josh helped us 
come up with some of our ideas. We 
were looking for a way to best chan-

nel our efforts and we feel we’ve tak-
en horrific circumstances and turned 
them positive.”

The Virginia Gentlemen, which is 

a tax exempt foundation, decided to 
allow the ALS organization

Continues on Page 15

Infants at rest.

This is what Camp Grom will look like when it opens.

Intangible Cats 

Free! 

Virginia Gentlemen lend Camp Grom helping hand
Philanthropic group takes lead in raising funds for $20 million Oceanfront area recreational park for disabled locals, visitors, military

Churches,
diaper bank
collect diapers
Kickoff event Sept. 25
at Thalia Lynn Baptist

Intangible Cats 
has 4 members
from Va. Beach
Straight-ahead rock

Topgolf sports and entertainment
teeing it up on Greenwich Road
Golf balls contain distance-tracking chips

See page 4

The Lesner
Motorists using one of city's main drags, Shore Drive,
will soon have a new, wider bridge to call their own
City offers update on iconic gateway's construction progress

See page 2

Operation Smile,Advanced Tech Center, unite
See story and photo caption information on Page14

Intangible Cats 
has 4 members
from Va. Beach
Straight-ahead rock

Sunshine Girl:
Alanton’s Kristin Smith

See Page 13
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By Drew Lankford
City of Virginia Beach Public Works

“When are they going to install the 
first bridge segment?” That is the million 
dollar question that many are asking now 
that the assembly of the launching gantry 
is complete. The answer is . . . . sometime 
the week of August 17th. The gantry is 
currently being load tested and certified 
for lifting the bridge segments and should 
be ready to pick the first bridge segment 
next week.

All of the bridge segments for the first 
span have been delivered to the project 
site and are being stored in the laydown 
yard behind the Lynnhaven Boat Ramps. 
You can see some of them from the Con-
struction Camera. They are located on 
the extreme right of the frame beneath 
the unloader gantry crane and behind the 
field offices. McLean will transport these 
segments from the laydown yard to the 
beach beneath the launching gantry once 
load testing and certification is complete. 
From the Construction Sequence Anima-
tion you will see that McLean will first set 
the segment on the bridge abutment and 
then set the two pier segments at Pier #1.

Once these segments are anchored in 
place, the launching gantry will lift all the 
remaining segments for the span into po-
sition. One by one, each segment face will 
get a coating of epoxy and then be pulled 
together using temporary post-tensioning 
bars. The span will be complete once all 
of the permanent post tensioning tendons 
(10 total; six 27-strand and four 19-strand) 
for span one of the bridge are installed, 
post-tensioned, and grouted. The launch-
ing gantry will then move to span 2. You 
can see how this equipment will be used in 
the Lesner Bridge Construction Sequence 
Animation.

Foundation work continues ahead of 
the launching gantry and segment installa-
tion preparation. Reinforcing steel is cur-
rently being placed for the footing at Pier 
4 in preparation for concrete placement on 
Friday August 14th. The seal slab for Pier 
#5 has been poured and is currently cur-
ing. All of the drilled shaft foundations for 
Piers 6 and 7 have been installed. Drilled 
shaft installation at Pier 8 continues this 
week and is expected to be completed by 
August 20th.

The first of three concrete pours at 
Abutment B (next to the former Duck Inn 
property) took place on August 3rd. The 
second concrete placement at Abutment 
B will take place this Friday, August 14th. 
The contractor has also completed the in-
stallation of the top coping along the entire 
length of the MSE retaining wall next to 
3556 On The Bay condominiums, and has 
also begun applying the bridge coating 
material on the MSE wall panels.

For those of you who are curious about 
what the handrail on the new bridge will 
look like, a full scale mock-up of a typical 
rail panel was fabricated and assembled in 
the laydown area (see photo below). This 
railing is a custom rail fabricated out of 
aluminum and is powder coated blue. The 
rail is 42-inches high and will be installed 
across the new bridge and on top of the 
MSE retaining walls.

AMI, Inc. in Portsmouth, continues to 
build the new bridge segments. A total of 
64 of the 177 bridge segments have been 
cast and is enough to complete 4 of the 10 
spans in the westbound bridge.

Over the next two weeks, the bridge 
contractor will:

Begin placing bridge segments in span 
1 of 10:

Continues on Page 3

City offers community August 13, 2015 
Lesner Bridge construction update

Traffic backs up on Shore Drive on the Lesner Bridge's eastbound side.
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Oil and filter for life • State inspections for life • Parts and service guarantee for life • Towing for life

Many More Certifi ed Vehicles Available!
HOT SUMMER SAVINGS! TAKE $500 MORE OFF THE NOW-LISTED SUN PRICES!

110 South Independence Boulevard • Virginia Beach, VA 23462 
1-757-648-1911 • Next to Town Center • www.prioritycertified.com

FINANCING TERMS AND RATES MAY VARY DEPENDING ON MODEL. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSE ONLY. OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 1 2015.
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• Install the column for Pier #4
• Mobilize the seal slab for Pier #5
• Complete the drilled foundation 

work at Pier #8
• Begin drilling the foundations for 

the last bridge pier, Pier #9
• Complete construction of Abutment 

B
• Complete the coating of MSE wall 

#1
Now get ready to see the launching gantry 
lift some bridge segments . . . it really IS 
something!

HISTORY

This project first appeared in the FY 
2002-03 CIP and is included in the Gov-
ernor’s Transportation Plan. Lesner bridge 
was identified for replacement through 
the City’s bridge condition inventory and 
the Shore Drive Transportation Study. In 
VDOT’s final FY2014 six-year plan, the 
State shifted prior VDOT funding to out 
years, but requested the City maintain the 
prior schedule. The City Council approved 
substitution of contractual obligation debt 
on August 13, 2013 so the project could be 
bid for construction, with agreement that 
VDOT would provide $10,453,200 in FY 
2014-15, $13,000,000 in FY 2016-17, and 
$14,220,117 in FY 2017-18 and the local 
debt would be decreased in those years 
accordingly. Bid were opened on Decem-
ber 21, 2013 and the construction contract 
executed with McLean Construction on 
April 28, 2014. The Notice to Proceed for 
construction was issued for June 2, 2014.

WORK DESCRIPTION
This project will replace the existing 

Lesner Bridge with a signature facility that 
is capable of handling six lanes of traffic in 
the future. The replacement bridge struc-
ture will be striped for two lanes of traffic 
and wide shoulders. The inside lane will 
be 12 feet wide and the inside shoulder 
will be 6 feet wide. The outside lane will 
be 14 feet wide and the outside shoulder 
will be 8 feet wide. Each bridge will also 
have a 10 foot wide multi-use path for use 
by pedestrians and recreational cyclists. 
The proposed bridge will be designed to 

provide minimum 45 feet vertical clear-
ance above mean high water and 225 feet 
minimum horizontal clearance at center 
navigation channel span. This project also 
includes upgrades to the intersections of 
East Stratford Street and Vista Circle (the 
termini for the project), as well as aesthetic 
upgrades within the project limits.

SIDEWALK CLOSED

As a reminder, the sidewalk on west-
bound Shore Drive is closed to pedestri-
ans and cyclists between Page Avenue and 
East Stratford Street. If pedestrians need 
to cross the bridge, they will need to cross 
the eastbound bridge where a temporary 
4-foot wide pedestrian/cyclist access has 
been provided.

The pre-casting of the concrete bridge 
segments began November 2014 and 
crews hope to place the first bridge seg-
ment into the new bridge in March 2015. 
Immediately after this is completed, the 
building of the segmented superstructure 
for the north span will begin.

Construction of the westbound bridge 
lanes (north span) should be completed by 
November 2015, and construction of the 
eastbound bridge and lanes (south span) 
will begin in April 2016 and is scheduled 
for completion in May 2017.

Demolition of the current bridges will 
take place beginning in November 2015 
and continue into March 2016.

Additional information is available on 
the Lesner Bridge Project Detail Sheet

Select Lesner Bridge Replacement 
Project Archive to view past updates for 
this project.

Lesner Bridge update  
for Shore Drive drivers

Construction equipment on the Lesner Bridge’s east side.

Police dispose
of beached 

MK25 marker 
Virginia Beach Police Bomb Squad 

members recently responded to 13th 
Street on the beach at the Oceanfront in 
response to a MK25 phosphorous marine 
marker that had washed ashore. Due to 
the early hour, the beach was vacant of 
pedestrians and a perimeter had been set 
up around the MK25. The MK25 was 
recovered and then transported to Special 
Operations for disposal. “Just a reminder: 
Items wash up from time to time; if you 
see something odd, especially man-made, 
do not touch it, it may be an unexploded 
military ordnance,” said a Virginia Beach 
Police Department spokesperson. “Call 
911, we'll take care of it.” 

This marine marker washed up at 13th 
Street. (Photo and info courtesy of VBPD.)
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THE BEST RIBS
IN TOWN!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

Topgolf International will soon open a 
65,000-square-foot entertainment center on 
Greenwich Road, just off Newtown Road 
and south of Interstate 264.

The new sports and entertainment facili-
ty may bring 450 jobs to Virginia Beach, city 
officials recently announced. It’s expected to 
open by the first of the year.

Topgolf offers competitive golfing 
games for all ages and skill levels. Golf balls 
contain microchips that report each shot’s 
accuracy and distance. Points are awarded 
for hitting targets.

The three-level facility will feature more 
than 230 high-definition flat-screen TVs 

along with food and drinks, private event 
space and 102 climate-controlled hitting 
bays that can host up to six players at a time. 
Prices would range from $25 to $45 per 
hour per bay depending on the time of day.

The company serves 2.7 million visitors 
a year at 13 locations, including Alexandria. 

Topgolf plans to invest $29.9 million in 
Virginia Beach during the next three years. 
The city has approved a grant of $300,000 
for the project.

Virginia Beach officials began courting 
Topgolf last year, said Warren Harris, the 
city’s director of economic development.

“They liked the tourism number that 

comes out of this market,” Harris said.
Topgolf is the second national entertain-

ment company to land in Virginia Beach 
recently. Dave & Buster’s gaming arcade 
moved into Lynnhaven Mall last year. But 
Topgolf may bring many more jobs.

“Those 450 jobs are what it takes to run 
Topgolf once it opens,” said Jason Evans, a 
company spokesman.

About 100 of those will be full-time po-
sitions for managers, marketing and sales, 
and operations. The rest will be part-time 
jobs typical of the entertainment or restau-
rant industry, such as servers, bartenders, 
kitchen workers, maintenance workers and 

guest-services positions.
The company estimates it will serve 

450,000 people in the first year of operation. 
The announcement said a third-party auditor 
estimated the facility’s economic impact on 
Virginia Beach to be $264.5 million over 10 
years.

“We’re excited to welcome them to the 
neighborhood,” said Mary Elizabeth Col-
lins, general manager of the Holiday Inn 
Virginia Beach/Norfolk hotel and confer-
ence center on Greenwich Road.

The progress of the construction can be fol-
lowed on facebook.com/topgolfvabeach and 
@topgolfvabeach on Twitter and Instagram.

Topgolf sports and entertainment 
complex will be opening soon
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Continued from Page 1

Virginia Beach except Nick, who lives in 
Norfolk. Taco and George currently play 
music for a living; Ken, Ricky and Nick 
have day jobs, as well. All of the band mem-
bers have played music for a living at one 
time or another in their lives.

Ken lives in the Kings Grant neighbor-
hood; Rick lives in Chesopian Colony; Ken 
lives in the Chic’s Beach area; George lives 
in the Aragona neighborhood and Nick lives 
in Norfolk’s Wards Corner area.

Ken and Taco are both members of 
the Screen Actors Guild; Ken is a member 
through his acting and Taco through his 
work in Hollywood special effects. 

Nick is also an actor, having appeared in 
many local and national spots on television 
and in film, as has Ken. Nick has also ap-
peared in musical theater in Hampton roads 
since 2001. Ricky has performed with many 
local Virginia Beach artists throughout his 
musical career in Hampton Roads, as has 
George. 

There is a very long and strong musical 
history behind every member of the Intan-
gible Cats.

All of the members were looking for a 
change in their musical situations. The ‘Cats’ 
were formed out of a mutual desire to play a 
wide variety of rock n’ roll song styles, start-
ing out with cover songs that are familiar, 
yet not the most typical to play, from the 70s 
right up to the 2010s. They are also current-
ly working original songs into the set lists, 
which tend toward rock with a little bit of 
everything else thrown in.

Each band member has his own favorite 
music style, but all share a mutual love of 
performing. The band currently rehearses at 
least twice each week and has been playing 
as much as possible, considering the short 
time it has been together.

What the band enjoys most about per-
forming music is the sheer fun of it all and 
the enjoyment the audience gets from that. 
When a band is having a good time onstage 
the audience feels it and the band thrives on 
that communication between audience and 
performers. There is really nothing they 
don’t enjoy about performing, except the 
lugging around of equipment!

The musical influences within the band 
vary greatly, so many different artists that 

it would take too long to mention them all. 
The members love most styles and agree 
that it’s the song that’s important. A perfor-
mance is never bigger than the song.

Communication and a clear overall ‘vi-

sion’ are the things that keep the band together. 
Everyone has been in so many different bands 
and musical situations that they all know what 
they want and do not want from this band.

They are not big on giving advice to 

other musicians, as there is plenty of that 
to go around, from lots of other musicians. 
They will say that it’s the actions (songs) that 
speak for themselves. Let the music do the 
“talking!”

Intangible Cats 

Spotlight: Intangible Cats 
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3139 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA, 23451• 1.757.481.9863

If you want a taste of Shore Drive, a taste of history, seafood done the way 
seafood should be, you'll want to stop by Charlie's Seafood for a bite. It's not just 

tradition, it's your Virginia Beach heritage! - Donald Edwards

Visit us at: www.tripadvisor.com • www.yelp.com • 

REACH YOUR GOALS IN THE NATIONAL GUARD

MONEY FOR COLLEGE
The cost of higher education should not stop you from 
reaching your goals in life.  In addition to your monthly 
drill pay and allowances, the Guard offers numerous 
educational benefits including:

 • Federal Tuition Assistance
 • State Tuition Assistance
 • Montgomery GI Bill
 • Student Loan Repayment Program
 • Free Testing Opportunities:
                    -ACT, SAT, GRE, GMAT, PRAXIS, CLEP

The Virginia National Guard State Tuition Assistance Program (STAP) 
currently pays up to $2,500 per semester for tuition & fees, and also 
includes a $350 per semester textbook grant. This program must be used 
at schools located or headquartered in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

GET A JUMP-START ON COLLEGE
WITH THE NATIONAL GUARD
In the National Guard, you can earn college credits for completion of 
your military training.  Many academic institutions award college credit 
for various types of military training, thus rewarding and recognizing the 
substantial experience and skills you’ve developed.  This will allow you to 
get a head start on your peers in obtaining your degree.

TUITION ASSISTANCE
The Federal Tuition Assistance Program enables you to pursue your 
education and prepare yourself for the future.  This program assists with 
the cost of tuition up to $250 per credit hour based upon availability of 
funds.

In addition to Federal Tuition Assistance, many states also offer their 
own tuition assistance benefits.  Contact your local recruiter for more 
information on state programs.

MONTGOMERY GI BILL
Under the Montgomery GI Bill - Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR), you receive 
a monthly payment toward the cost of attending school.  Current payment 
amounts are available at www.gibill.va.gov

In addition to the MGIB-SR, you may also qualify for the MGIB “Kicker” by 
enlisting in certain jobs with a six year enlistment.  This program provides 
an additional $200 or $350 per month toward the costs of going to 
school.

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM
The Student Loan Repayment Program may pay up to $50,000 for certain 
jobs with a six year enlistment.  To qualify, applicants must have existing 
student loans at the time of enlistment.

START BENEFITING RIGHT AWAY
A number of your educational benefits begin as soon as you enlist in 
the National Guard.  These include free academic testing such as ACT, 
SAT, CLEP and more.  When you complete Basic Training and Advanced 
Individual Training,  you will be eligible to begin taking advantage of the 
Montgomery GI Bill and Montgomery GI Bill “Kicker” benefits.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES
The Guard has other programs and services to help you achieve 
your college goals.  For details about all the educational opportunities 
available, visit: 

www.NATIONALGUARD.com/education  

1104 Green Run Square,
Va Beach, VA 23452

(757)301-6500

Eve Colón, Owner

www.evehairstudiova.com

*Walk-ins Accepted Until 4 p.m. Each Day.

Decades of experience
providing all levels of

digni�ed service to
those in need.

P. G. Thomasson
FUNERAL SERVICES

PERRY G. THOMASSON, DIRECTOR
pgthomassonfuneralservices.com

230 N. Lynnhaven Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-615-2343

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-486-4710

By Courtney Wheeler

As September officially arrives, it brings 
with it visions of school buses pulling up in the 
crisp, early morning, loading onto it a myriad 
of giggling, or in some cases grumbling, chil-
dren; it also brings with it visions of leaves soon 
to fall, painting the views of Virginia Beach’s 
parks in brilliant gold and red hues. 

Labor Day serves as a gateway holiday to 
the holiday season, ushering in the new month 
and season with grandeur. Many local families 
will fill the air, from the Oceanfront all the way 
to Centerville, the smells and sounds of cook-
outs and good times: the soundtrack of a wind-
ing-down summer. 

Labor Day brings a last hurrah for summer; 
for some, marking the last day before school 
starts, for others, a much-needed day off for 
family fun. All over the beautiful city of Vir-
ginia Beach, there will be hustling and bustling 
as residents run errands, enjoy time out of the 
house, or prepare for evening festivities. The 
Oceanfront, Sandbridge, or any of the beaches, 
will be swarming with people enjoying the sun. 
As the sun wanes, the faint aroma of hot dogs 
and hamburgers become present as cook-outs 
are kick-started. 

Parents, specifically, are feeling the joy of 
a new season cometh, with the children going 
back to school. Nostalgia, excitement, and of 
course, some expected sadness will all reign 
as children from kindergarten all the way up 
through high school prepare to begin another 
year of academia. Parents get a much-needed 
break after a whirl-wind summer, and the kids 
adjust to a new routine as they board that big 
yellow bus every morning. School time brings 

with it a whole new agenda, full of exciting 
projects and events, opportunities and enrich-
ment. 

The September mornings will soon be-
come habitually chilly, warning of autumn 
and its splendor. This is such a changing time 
of year, with fall around the corner. Halloween 
stores will be popping up everywhere, boasting 
the latest in trick-or-treat attire, or the newest 
scare-tactics. The local grocery store shelves 
will soon overflow with chocolates and ghoul-
ishly-themed candy novelties. This new season 
calls for pumpkin-flavored everything to debut, 
and there will be no shortage in that food and 
beverage department as sweater-weather grac-
es the shores of Virginia Beach in a just a few 
short weeks. 

Many homes and businesses across the 
city will be adorning their gates with all things 
fall, in no time at all. They will be the place to 
be once the leaves begin to “fall.” Commu-
nity harvest festivals and hayrides, pumpkin 

patches and corn mazes, all complete a perfect 
family outing for the season.  The summer heat 
will soon wane, leaving behind a comforting 
chill that this city sure needs after such a hot 
summer. 

Virginia Beach’s residents have a lot to 
look forward to in the coming months and a lot 
about which to be excited, be it holiday celebra-
tions right around the corner, or the fact that the 
kids are going back to school, or even the sheer 
idea of Halloween and Thanksgiving.

Whatever your reason, celebrate at will!

On the sunny side: Parents, kids celebrate fall’s arrival
Businesses and homes across the city will be taking on festive spirit
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Monday to Friday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Buying and Selling Gold, Silver, Jewelry and all U.S. Gold Coins

“If we can’t make an offer it’s not wor th collecting!”

1.757.623.1944 • 309 Aragona Blvd. Suite 103,  Virginia Beach, VA. 23462  
on Virginia Beach Blvd. across from Krispy Kreme Doughnuts in Aragona Village Shoppes

ITEMS WE ARE LOOKING TO BUY

Wedding Rings Bangles Class Rings Diamond Bracelets
Charm Bracelets Ear Rings Of All Kinds Vintage Costume Jewelry Antique Rings
 Diamonds Over 1 Carat Sterling Tea Services

WE ARE ALSO BUYING

Coins Jewelry Silver Gold
Old Currency Signed Jewelry by Tiffany, Cartier, David Yurman, John Hardy, etc.

BUYING  
SILVER  
DOLLARS: 

Morgan $1 • Peace $1

 “CC” Dollars and Modern 

Commems

WANTED:  
GOLD, SILVER  
AND PLATINUM

Coins • Jewelry

Bullion •  Sterling Flatware
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Continued from Page 1

Lynn Baptist Church, Church of the Holy 
Apostle and Church of the Holy Family.

The Greater Hampton Roads Diaper 
Bank, which is coordinating the local effort, 
says the local need is great. It gets requests 
for over 90,000 diapers a month, but is only 
currently able to distribute about 30,000 to 
40,000. 

In Virginia Beach, some 800 to 850 fam-
ilies a month are in need of diapers, which 
can cost, on average, over $100 per month, 

said Cher Leadbeater, program director for 
Hope Charitable Services, which is part of 
the Greater Hampton Roads Diaper Bank.

“You can’t buy diapers through WIC or 
any other government program,” said Lead-
beater. “They are choosing between buying 
groceries and food. They are just hurting.”

The Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) provides federal grants to States for 
supplemental foods, health care referrals, 
and nutrition education for low-income 

pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeed-
ing postpartum women, and to infants and 
children up to age five who are found to be 
at nutritional risk.

The diaper bank works with about 
35 different groups throughout Hampton 
Roads, including various public agencies, 
each with its own criteria for who can utilize 
the program. 

“They are used to working with them, 
they know (the people),” said Leadbeater.

Thalia Lynn Baptist will be accepting 

donations on September 28, Church of the 
Holy Apostle will have a donation box out 
from September 28 through the month of 
October, and Church of the Holy Family 
keeps a donation box out year-round. All 
donations will be accepted during normal 
office hours.

The three Virginia Beach churches were 
selected to be a part of the campaign because 
of their community involvement.

“Church of the Holy Family is the church 
I go to, I’m a member of that church,” said 

Leadbeater. “We keep a box out all year; 
and Church of the Holy Apostle is very 
good about doing two diaper drives for 
us a year. We never know (how many di-
apers will be dropped off). We’ll publicize 
it as much as possible; of course we’re 
hoping for a big turnout.”

Thalia Lynn Baptist Church’s kickoff 
event is expected to attract some 600 peo-
ple. Tickets are $10 each and may be

Continues on Page 11

Diaper Bank to collect baby diapers for less fortunate parents
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purchased at the door.
The state of Virginia has proclaimed 

September 28 through October 3 as Na-
tional Diaper Need Awareness Week. 
Various cities throughout have submitted 
proclamations, including Virginia Beach. 

For Leadbeater, the public awareness 
campaign hits home.  

 “Three years ago I was holding my 
nine-month-old grandbaby and I heard a 
story on the news how babies were stay-
ing in the same diapers,” said Leadbeater. 
“It was like a knife in my heart.”

Disposable diapers will be accepted, as 

Voices, Richmond, Va., which provides 
radio and internet reading services for 
individuals with blindness, vision impair-
ment and other physical disabilities that 
limit reading.  Television personality La-
Salle Blanks will host the event.

Following the kickoff, the week will 
be full of various “Stuff The Truck” events 
in various locations of Hampton Roads.

Leadbeater is thankful for all of the 
community support.

“It was like a God thing, all planned 
out,” she said. “This has been the most 
fulfilling thing.”

Thalia Lynn Baptist Church is located 

well as financial contributions.
“I’d like to be able to at least meet the 

need,” Leadbeater said. “I hope to be able 
to incorporate cloth into the program, but 
we definitely need to expand.”

Thalia Lynn Baptist Church’s kick-
off event is expected to attract some 600 
people. Tickets are $10 each and may be 
purchased at the door.

Allison Weir, the National Diaper 
Bank’s head of research and develop-
ment, will sing at the event and Frank 
Allen, executive director of Hope Charita-
ble Services, will be in attendance. There 
will also be a performance by the Virginia 

at 4392 Virginia Beach Boulevard, Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., 23462; Church of the 
Holy Apostle 1593 Lynnhaven Parkway, 
Virginia Beach, Va., 23453; Church of 
the Holy Family, 1279 North Great Neck 
Road, Virginia Beach, Va., 23454; Great-
er Hampton Roads Diaper Bank, Ports-
mouth, Va.; National Diaper Bank, New 
Haven, Ct.

For more information, visit www.
GHRDiaperbank.org or The National 
Diaper Bank Network online.  Cher Lead-
beater can be reached at cherjl@msn.
com or 1-757-472-8934.     Three Virginia Beach churches are  

collecting disposable diapers.
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By Brian Murden
Born and raised in the region, J. Fletch-

er Bryant, Jr., graduated from Maury High 
School, in Norfolk, Va., and from Virginia 
Tech. A real Hokie through-and-through, his 
permanent residence is at the Oceanfront.

  He began painting in 1968, his love for 
his native area reflected in his many of his 
works. Self-taught and having studied with 
various artists, he has developed a style that 
preserves on canvas for others, Tidewater’s 
nostalgia, beauty and history. 

Fletcher’s original works and limited edi-
tion prints can be found at Beach Gallery on 
Laskin Road at the Oceanfront, which has 
been his primary home gallery for his art for 
some 30 years.

His award-winning works have ap-
peared in, and graced the covers of, publica-
tions throughout Virginia. 

His paintings and drawings have found 
their way into virtually every state in the na-
tion, as well as many foreign countries.

Working in several mediums - oil, water-

color, and pen and ink -he has in publication, 
more than 85 signed and numbered limited 
edition prints, many of which he hand-paint-
ed, giving each a touch of originality.

He was the artist for the 2000 Neptune 
Festival poster and for the 1997 Strawberry 
Festival poster.

Long active in civic affairs, he was a 
Back Bay Wildfowl Guild founder and a 
driving force in the establishment of the 
Atlantic Wildfowl Museum /The deWitt 
Cottage. 

The museum showcases the rich heritage 
of the American art through decoys, wildlife 
carvings, paintings and photography. 

He also founded the first Virginia Beach 
youth football program for 10- to 12-year-
olds, and he coached youth football and bas-
ketball in the city for 17 years. 

He has been president of the Tidewater 
Hokie Club, Virginia Beach Sports Club, 
Virginia Beach Jaycees and now of Bryant 
Insurance Group. 

He was Virginia Beach Sportsman of the 

Year in 1964 and a 20-year secretary for the 
city’s recreation commission. 

All-in-all, Fletcher has been a very well-
liked and -rounded individual in our com-
munity for several decades, known locally 
as somewhat of a professional and commu-
nity icon at the Oceanfront.

Brian Murden owns Beach Gallery, 313 
Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, Va., near the 
Oceanfront.

Please enjoy some of Fletcher Bryant’s 
original printings!

Artist Fletcher Bryant practically a legend at the Oceanfront
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Sunshine Girl: 
Kristin Smith

Sunshine Guy: 
Thomas Cramer

Book Your Next
Private Event With Us!

Rehearsal Dinners, Company Parties,
Birthdays, Retirements etc.

Best Oysters
Rockefeller & Finest

Seafood In Town

Dreams come true: Alanton’s 
Kristin Smith’s dream was to be a 
model 

Not many people can say that they are a 
Virginia Beach “native,” but Kristin Smith 
can! 

The Alanton resident is one of the few 
that was born, raised and still live right here 
in Virginia Beach.  The daughter of Michael 
Falkner and Karen Orlowski, both retired 
Virginia Beach police officers, she is mar-
ried to Christopher Smith, a Virginia Beach 
sheriff’s deputy, and together they have two 
beautiful daughters, Chloe and Kylie.  

An Ocean Lakes High School graduate, 
she attended Tidewater Community College 
and then began her career as an IT profes-
sional at Sysco Hampton Roads.  She grew 
up dreaming about modeling and finally got 
her shot a few years ago.  She has done nu-
merous bridal shows, been published in var-
ious magazines and has also been modeling 
at a store at Hilltop. Many people also know 
her from modeling at a military tactical shop 
by Oceana.  

Her daughters are following their moth-
er’s footsteps and are also modeling.  They 
have even done a few photoshoots and fash-
ion shows together, like VA Fashion Week.  
What an awesome and unique bonding ex-
perience.  For fun, Kristin (aka Kris), loves 
to spend time on the beach or go zip lining.  
She enjoys visiting The Adventure Park at 
the Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science 
Center, especially at night when the park is 
lit up, but has travelled as far as New York 
to zip Hunter Mountain!  She also enjoys 
kickboxing.

Kristin can’t imagine living anywhere 
other than Virginia Beach.  

“I am and will always be a Virginia 
Beach girl,” she said. 

Contact Stevenson’s Modeling Agency, Virginia 
Beach, Va., for more information. The business is owned 
by Virginia Beach resident Darlene Stevenson.

Great Neck’s Thomas Cramer attended Cox HS, now 
appears on national TV shows

A professional screen actor and presenter, Thomas Cra-
mer grew up in the city’s Great Neck area, attending Cox 
High School. 

Since graduating from James Madison University, 
Thomas has enjoyed work as principal talent in several 
network television shows, national commercials and repre-
senting several Fortune 500 companies as a spokesperson 
and presenter. 

In early 2014, Thomas was diagnosed with a cerebral 
spinal fluid disorder that resulted in severe daily headaches 
and left him bedridden for several months. 

With his “Do Something Fun Today” attitude, a motto 
tattooed on his chest, Thomas overcame the daily battle of 
his condition with the support of his local friends, family and 
physicians. He has since returned to the industry he loves. 

Thomas recently wrapped production in Los Angeles 
on a new show called “Greatest Party Story Ever” which 
airs this fall on MTV. As a special guest, Thomas retells the 
story of creating his viral Youtube video, “Celebrity For The 
Day.” 

The social experi-
mental short film, which 
received coverage from 
international media out-
lets such as The Today 
Show and Good Morning 
America, shows Thomas 
and his team convincing 
patrons at a local mall that 
he is a famous celebrity. 

In the video, mall 
goers are seen asking for 
autographs, handing him 
their children and taking 
pictures; mall security 
even provides a private 

escort and shuts down several stores he enters. 
Calling Virginia Beach home, Thomas loves working with 

local production companies and advertising agencies on projects. 
When he’s not working he enjoys golf, shooting hoops and 

watching Netflix with his girlfriend, Elise. 

Contact Stevenson’s Modeling Agency, Virginia Beach, Va., 
for more information. 

Kristin getting ready to zip line from the top of 
Hunter mountain in New York. 

Sunshine Girl Kristin Smith

Sunshine Guy Thomas Cramer

Kristin, with husband Chris, and their two daughters,  
Chloe and Kylie.
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Mayor 
William D. Sessoms, Jr.  

1-757-385-4581 
sessoms@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/16

At large
Rosemary Wilson
 1-757-422-0733

rcwilson@vbgov.com 
Term expires: 12/31/16

At large 
Benjamin Davenport 

bdavenport@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/18

Centerville 
Bob Dyer 

1-757-467-3130 
bdyer@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/16

Princess Anne
Barbara M. Henley 

1-757-426-7501
bhenley@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/18

Vice mayor (Bayside District)

Louis R. Jones
 1-757-583-0177 

r 1-757-464-2151, 
lrjones@vbgov.com.

Term expires: 12/31/18

Beach 
John E. Uhrin

1-757-200-7005 
juhrin@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/18

Kempsville 
Amelia N. Ross-Hammond 

1-757-646-1709
ahammond@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/16

At large 
John D. Moss

1-757-363-7745 
mossjohn@cox.net

Term expires: 12/31/18

Lynnhaven
James L. Wood
1-757-426-7501 

jlwood@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/18

Rose Hall 
Shannon DS Kane 
1-757-802-3236 

skane@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/16

Chairman (Kempsille District) 

Daniel D. “Dan” Edwards
 1.757.495.3551 or 

1.757.717.0259
 dedwscolbd@aol.com 

Term expires: 12/16

At-large
Elizabeth E. Taylor

1.757.663.6706
betsy.taylor@cox.net 
Term expires: 12/16

At large 
Ms. Dottie Holtz 
1.757.460.2440

dottieholtz@gmail.com 
Term expires: 12/18

Beach 
Mrs. Sharon R. Felton 

1.757.509.7313 
sharon4vbschools@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Rose Hall 
Joel A. McDonald 

joel@joelmcdonald.org
Term expires: 12/16

Vice chair
Mrs. Beverly M. Anderson

Vice Chair
bevforschoolbd@yahoo.com 

Term expires: 12/16

Lynnhaven
Carolyn T. Rye 

1.757.306.9762 or 
1-757.777.8249 c

arolyn4schoolbd@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Centerville 
Leonard C. Tengco 

1.757.499.8971
leonard@leonardtengco.com 

Term expires: 12/16

At-large
Ashley K. McLeod 
1.757.552.0348  

ashleykmcleod@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Princess Anne
Kimberly A. Melnyk

1.757.301.7988
kimmelnyk@cox.net
Term expires: 12/18

Bayside  
Carolyn D. Weems

1.757.464.6674
carolyn4kids@cox.net 
Term expires: 12/18

Here’s how to reach the VB  
City Council and School BoardVirginia Beach

City Manager
James Spore

Public Schools’
Superintendent

Dr. Aaron Spence

Some members of the Virginia Beach 
public school division’s Advanced Technology 
Center staff met recently with Operation Smile 
members for a facility tour and to discuss part-
nering activities. Both organizations are explor-
ing collaborative opportunities to work on for 
the upcoming year.  Pictured, left to right, 
seated: Jim Spruill, ATC Computer Systems 
Technology instructor: Phil Samotus, ATC 
Modeling and Simulation instructor; Katharine 
Sargent, ATC Web Design instructor: Nancy 
Duncan, Operation Smile director of Global 
Human Resources and Lynne Williams, ATC 
Hospitality and Tourism Management instruc-
tor. Second row, left to right: Chris Bryant, 
Operation Smile senior vice president (VP), 
Enterprise Applications & Technology; Jen-
nifer Krzewinski, Operation Smile associate 
vice president for Student Programs; Ann Ma-
rie Garvey, ATC assistant director of Student 
Programs and Business Development; John 
Nelson, ATC Cisco Network Engineering in-
structor; Jeff Swingle, Operation Smile associ-
ate vice president, Brand Marketing and Digital 
Strategy; and Philip Odango, Operation Smile 
Creative director, Brand.

Founded in 1982, Virginia Beach-based 
Operation Smile is a nonprofit medical ser-
vice organization, providing cleft lip and pal-
ate repair surgeries to children worldwide. 

Operation Smile works as a non-govern-
mental organization to reduce the occurrence 
of cleft lips and palates worldwide; develops 
ambassadorships to raise awareness of cleft 
issues; sponsors a World Care Program to 
attend to international cases demanding the 
highest level of care; organizes chapters and 
foundations worldwide to assist countries in 
reaching self-sufficiency with cleft surgeries; 
hosts the U.S. Care Network to assist families 
in the U.S. with cleft issues; develops and 
administers worldwide education programs 
related to cleft issues; and organizes student 
programs worldwide to develop leadership, 
commitment, and volunteerism values in 
young people.

As of March, 2013, Operation Smile had 
provided according to its own accounting 
more than 3.5 million comprehensive patient 
evaluations and over 200,000 free surgeries 
for children and young adults born with facial 
deformities.

Operation Smile,Advanced Tech Center, unite
Continued from Page 1

What will go where Starbucks was?
 Located at 3273 Shore Drive and Vista Circle since 1999, Starbucks moved recently to 4261 Little Creek Road in Norfolk. Over 

the years, the coffee shop and eatery served many locals and visitors and was a popular place for people to spend some leisure time. It’s unclear 
whether another business will take Starbucks’ place, or if it will be transformed into housing.

This Starbucks on Shore Drive relocated after 16 years. (Sun staff photo.)
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Continued from Page 1 

decided to allow the ALS organization to 
become the first recipient of its care and has 
since donated several million dollars to the 
organization’s work and research to find 
a cure for the dreaded disease and to help 
those who are affected by it.

Next, an Oceanfront park and play-
ground was built from scratch for disabled 
children. Grommet (a name for a “little surf-
er”) Island, a 15,000 square foot playground 
for the disabled, is the only place like it on 
the entire East Coast and has brought visitors 
from all over to the beach to experience the 
fun there, said Ennis.

When the group realized that an import-
ant part of the community had been left out 
of their efforts, their attention turned to the 
military and especially wounded warriors.  
That’s when the idea for Camp Grom began 
to evolve.

“There is nothing else like it anywhere 
that we’ve been able to find,” said Ennis. 
“There is nothing else recreational, as Camp 
Grom is designed to be.”
__________________________________

The camp will be 
located on 70 acres 
of forested wood-

lands near the Vir-
ginia Beach ocean-
front, off of South 

Birdneck Road and 
located between 
Prosperity Road 

and General Booth 
Boulevard. 

__________________________________

The camp will be located on 70 acres of 
forested woodlands near the Virginia Beach 
oceanfront, off of South Birdneck Road and 
located between Prosperity Road and Gen-
eral Booth Boulevard. The Virginia Gen-
tlemen have recently signed a 40-year lease 
agreement with the city of Virginia Beach, 
the property’s owner. 

The philanthropists will pay $1 a year to 
lease the camp, which has been designed for 
children and adults with disabilities and es-
pecially for wounded veterans and their fam-
ilies to enjoy. The estimated cost of Camp 
Grom is between $15 and $20 million.

The camp will come complete with ad-
venture ropes courses, lakeside trails and 
physical fitness activities, like swimming, 
wake boarding, archery and “putt putt” golf. 
Everything will be wheelchair accessible, 
said Ennis, and there will be a rehabilita-
tion pool, an outdoor pool and a splash 
park.

The actual camp, with its welcome and 
administrative buildings and gymnasium, 
will be located on about 20 of the 70 acres. 
The rest of the property will remain natural 
except for nature trails.

“The idea came from expanding 
Grommet Island,” said Ennis. “We saw 
the need for it for so many more people. It 
will be a 15,000 square-foot playground.”

Camp Grom’s lake will be stocked for 
fishing; and there will also be an aquatic cen-
ter and an indoor surfing center designed to 
pull along the disabled on cables, simulating 
the exact feeling of real surfing experiences.

Once the park opens, which is expect-

ed in about another year, it will be operated 
by the local YMCA, according to Ennis. A 
nominal entry fee will be charged to help 
meet expenses, he said.

“We’ll maintain ownership, and it will be 
operated on a fee-based system,” he said. “A 
12-acre parcel has been cleared and we ex-
pect to start work on the buildings this fall.”

Diana Burke, executive director of the 
Virginia Beach Hotel Association, said the 

Camp Grom effort will be “wonderful” for 
the community. 

“It’s a wonderful community effort, a 
wonderful opportunity for people with dis-
abilities and for wounded warriors,” Burke 
said. 

Burke said the association is doing 
everything it can to help publicize the up-
coming J.T. Walk and Beach Party, which 
will be held at the Oceanfront near Neptune 
Park beginning at 10:30 a.m., on Sunday, 
Oct. 4. The event is the 8th annual walk that 
is named for Josh Thompson and includes 
food, fun and a treasure hunt for children.

“We like to include the kids in this be-
cause we feel like we’re teaching them 

philanthropy,” said Ennis. “It cost $25 for 
children to participate in the walk and trea-
sure hunt, and we try to emphasize to them 
that they raise the money with something 
like a lemonade sale.”

The costs for adults to participate in the 

walk is $35 and covers a t-shirt. All of the de-
tails can be found at the website jtwalk.org.

Ennis said that thousands of people have 
converged on the Virginia Beach oceanfront 
during previous walks and the Virginia Gen-
tlemen are looking for an enthusiastic turn-
out. The foundation hopes to complete the 
funding of Camp Grom, which is expected 
to be about $3 million, and the organization 
has a goal of a $500,000 dedicated to the 

ALS Founda-
tion. 

For more 
information con-
tact Diana H. 
Burke, executive 
director, Virginia 
Beach Hotel As-
sociation, 1023 
Laskin Road, 
Suite 111, Virgin-
ia Beach, Virgin-
ia  23451. Phone:  

757-428-8015;  fax: 757-425-3760; email:  
Diana.Burke@vbha.net; website:  www.
vbha.net. 

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@
gmail.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

“It’s a wonderful community effort, a wonderful  
opportunity for people with disabilities and for wounded 

warriors.” - Diana Burke, executive director,  
Virginia Beach Hotel Association

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Camp Grom Aerial View

Section Welcome Center

Camp 
Grom

Elevation Welcome Center



Page 16www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com  TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

NOT WORTH THE RISK
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