
tion known as “spring break.” It’s natural 
throughout the year to break away from 
the old and usher in the new.

Early anticipation for this fresh time 
of the year over-excites my mind. As a 
college student, I can always agree with 
a week break from college classes. My 
15-week semester is full of presentations, 

Please see Time, Page 6

On The “Sunny Side”

Time to spring into action - viewing college spring
break vacation as a vacation away from the ordinary

News of our Norfolk Neighbors

Zoo’s marketing director and Norfolk resident
Winfield Danielson talks about the new, hairy arrival

By Nathan Denny
Sun Writer

Sometimes a tragedy can bring about 
a beautiful opportunity. 

Brandon Harkey — a First Colonial 
High School graduate who grew up on 
19th street at the oceanfront, surfing and 
spending his summer days at the beach, 
while cheering for the Redskins on Sun-
days in the fall — has been given such an 
opportunity.

Harkey’s Ristorante and Pizza, a new 
Virginia Beach restaurant owned by Har-
key and his wife, Sarah, opened on Jan. 
12 on Laskin Road in the Regency Hilltop 
Shopping Center. 

At first, the restaurant’s name may 
seem like that of any other family-owned 
business which uses the family name in 
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Trust me, my sinuses 
are practically professional 
meteorologists when it comes 
to sensing the transition from 
winter to spring.

3-Week Extended Weather Watch
The extended Virginia Beach weather forecast calls for 

seasonal temperatures and weather patterns, for the three-
week watch period of March 28 to April 18, with highs 
reaching the 70s and lows falling into the 30s.  Off-and-on 
rain and wind, along with cloudy skies are expected.  Earth 
Day is Monday, April 22. Memorial Day is Monday, May 27.

In the Sunshine 
Harkey’s Pizza owner Brandon Harkey

Harkey’s Ristorante and Pizza at Hilltop
honors owner’s late grandfather, Robert

Brandon Harkey and wife, Sarah, have twin sons, 
Caleb and Landon, both 2

its title, but Harkey’s Pizza is actually a 
tribute to Harkey’s grandfather, Robert 
Harkey.  

“I never knew my father,” said Bran-
don Harkey, 28. “And my grandfather had 
four daughters, but always wanted a son. 
So, he and I were like best friends.”

Robert Harkey was a marine for 32 
years and fought in World War II, Vietnam 
and Korea. Following his military career, 
he became a Church of Christ preacher in 
Virginia Beach.

The recent passing of his grandfather 

Please see Harkey’s, Page 2

“I hope to have a franchise, 
this is what I’ve done my whole 
life .  .  . but it’s still a lot of 
work. I put in 100 hours a week.  
I really don’t sleep.” – Brandon 
Harkey

By Nathan Denny
Sun Writer

In a habitat full of active, playful 
squirrel monkeys at the Virginia Zoo, one 
sits stoically at the top, watching the oth-
ers from a wall mount, tending to the baby 
on her back.

Madonna, a 14-year-
old squirrel monkey, 
gave birth to her baby 
sometime overnight be-
tween Friday March 8 
and Saturday March 9. 
Zookeepers came in early 
Saturday morning and 
found Madonna with the 

newborn baby clinging to her back. The 
baby monkey’s sex has not yet been de-
termined. 

Winfield S. Danielson III, the mar-
keting and public relations manager of the 
Virginia Zoo in Norfolk on Granby Street, 
which is located about 20 minutes from 
Town Center, said that it will be some 
time before the zookeepers would deter-
mine the gender. 

“The baby squirrel monkeys cling 

to their mother’s backs for a significant 
amount of time after they are born,” 
Danielson said. “We don’t want to add 

stress while the baby is still vulnerable. 
That’s why we wait until the baby is more  
independent before we take it to deter-
mine the sex.”

Once the baby’s gender is deter-
mined, it will also be named. 

Please see Wildlife, Page 6

Winfield Danielson Special Report:
Wildlife – Virginia Zoo’s “Madonna” 

has new baby monkey to tend

Madonna carries her baby on her back.

By Stephanie Harron

The Earth’s four seasons have de-
fined many astrological 
and agricultural changes 
in ancient culture. In 
the medical world, the 
change of seasons also 
spikes high allergies - and 
trust me, my sinuses are 
practically professional 
meteorologists when it 

comes to sensing the transition from win-
ter to spring. 

As nature advances through its cycle, 
we also use this time to go through a sea-
sonal transition; for example, that long-
needed spring cleaning - or school vaca-

Stephanie Harron

Virginia Beach Schools:
You’re the best!

Please enjoy the following compilation of Virgina Beach Public School media 
liaison reports, provided courtesy of Virginia Beach City Public Schools. They’re 
informal and casual, yet fun and informative and appear here as submitted, with 
little editing.

Arrowhead Middle School – By Deborah Dunn

Arrowhead Elementary School second grade students: Max Weddell, Yejin 
Choi, and Carson Worst pose with their teacher, Mischeller Keller. Mrs. Keller was 
voted as Arrowhead’s representative to the Silly Shamrock contest. The Silly Sham-
rock contest was implemented as a fundraising effort as part of the Shamrock Opera-
tion Smile Final Mile.

From left Senora Beebe (mother of S.Beebe), Manning Freeman (Fiance of S. Beebe),  
Senorita Beebe, and Mr. Beebe (father of S. Beebe)

Christopher Farms Elem. – By Elizabeth A.K. Shovelin

Christopher Farms ES is proud to announce that Senorita Stacy Beebe has been 
selected as the 2013/2014 Teacher of the Year. Senorita Beebe is the second grade 
partial Spanish Immersion teacher. Her students are taught both Math and Science 
in Spanish. Many parents happily sent in letters of support for one of Christopher 
Farms finest teachers. Stacy is described by co-workers as going above and beyond 
for her students. One parent stated in a letter to the selection committee that, “As a 
parent, I am grateful and relieved to put the education of my children in the hands 
of such a talented teacher. Ms. Beebe not only provides our children with a tremen-
dous education, but she also creates an environment of kindness, respect and dignity 
for the children she teaches.” Stacy has been teaching at Christopher Farms ES for 
the past 9 years; 7 years teaching the third grade and the past 2 years teaching the 
second grade.

Green Run Elem. – By Jennifer Lyn Schmidt

The Museum for Contemporary Art will be coming to Green Run Elementary 
on Friday, April 12 to teach fifth grade students about the properties of light. In this 
program students build structures, test the effect of light on architectural materials, 
and view examples of how local architects utilize these principles. This program 
is part of the MOCA’s outreach program and paid for by the school PTA. The pro-
grams will be 50 minutes in each classroom starting at 8:45 a.m.

Princess Anne Middle – By Luke A. Hardin

Princess Anne Middle School will be holding its 3rd annual LEND A HAND 
Community Day benefiting Cerebral Palsy of Virginia. LEND A HAND Commu-
nity Day will take place at Princess Anne Middle School on Saturday, April 20 from 
10am - 3pm. Come out to cheer on LaSalle Blanks and the crew from WVEC as they 
challenge the PAMS Rachel’s Challenge team in a game of kickball. Student per-
formances, games, a children’s bounce house, Book Fair, crafter’s market and raffle 
drawings will also be included in the day’s events. Food & drink from Chick-fil-la 
and Jake’s BBQ will be available for purchase.

For more school briefs, please see Pages 4 and 5.
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In the Sunshine

Continued from Page 1

was a trying loss of a family member 
and friend for Brandon Harkey. But he 
decided to use his inheritance to honor 
his grandfather and pursue his dream of 
opening his own pizza restaurant.

For most of his life, Harkey has 
worked at various pizza shops. His first 
job came at the age of 14, working at Cor-
ner’s Pizza on the corner of Birdneck and 
Norfolk Avenue in Virginia Beach. He 
worked there throughout his years at First 
Colonial High School and beyond into his 
twenties.

While working at a Pittsburgh pizza 
parlor for several years, Harkey discov-
ered a brand of pizza he had never before 
encountered. 

“The way they make pizza up north is 
different,” Harkey said. “It’s a better qual-
ity — there is a freshness in the sauce and 
a crispy crust. It’s different than anything 
you can find down here.” 

With a dream of opening a northern-
style pizza shop locally, Harkey returned 
to Virginia Beach and began working at 
Cagney’s American Restaurant, on Little 
Creek Road in Norfolk, where Harkey 
met his wife, Sarah, who also worked 
there.

Now, with twin two-year-old boys, 
Caleb and Landon, and a newborn family 
business, Brandon and Sarah Harkey are 
constantly on the move. 

Harkey’s Pizza honors the late Robert Harkey
“Opening up has gone a lot smoother 

than people told me it would,” Harkey 
said. “But it’s still a lot of work. I put in 
100 hours a week. I don’t really sleep.”

Harkey’s mother, Janet, and his cous-
ins who live in the area have all pitched 
in to help with the business, whether it’s 
watching the twins for a couple hours or 
spreading the word to their friends about 
Harkey’s Pizza.

Since he opened, Harkey and his 
family have been aggressively promoting 
and advertising his new business , using 
the hometown newspaper, oceanfront ho-
tels and the public schools to get his mes-
sage out.

“I’m more of a go-getter,” Harkey 
said. “I’m not going to wait around for 
customers to come. I’m going to go find 
them and bring them in.”

Harkey says that he’s had to build his 
own clientele, but is encouraged by how 
much it has been growing.

“Every week it’s going up,” Harkey 
said. “More customers, more profits.”

Harkey is the mastermind behind his 
pizza’s unique taste. His sauce, he says, is 
unlike any other that you can find in the 
area. His most popular menu item is his 
seafood pizza, a white pizza with shrimp, 
scallops, crab meat and provolone cheese, 
with Harkey’s original seasonings.

The menu also includes strombolis, 
calzones, pasta, subs, salads and wings.

In the future, Harkey wants his pizza 
shop to also serve breakfast. Af-
ter the summer months, which 
Harkey expects to be a busy pe-
riod, he plans to expand the menu 
and become a local breakfast spot 
for Virginia Beach residents and 
visitors. And his hope is that his 
business will be able to expand 
even further.

“I hope to have a franchise,” 
Harkey said. “This is what I’ve 
done my whole life, this is what 
I’m good at, so I want to keep do-
ing it.”

Harkey’s Ristorante and 
Pizza, 1940 Laskin Road, offers dine 
in, takeout and delivery. Store hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 11a.m. to 
11p.m. and Friday to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 

midnight.  Call 757-491-0810.  See their 
ad in this issue of The Virginia Beach Sun 
on Page 2.

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu

Brandon Harkey, preparing dough for another Harkey’s Pizza customer. (Photo by Nathan Denny)



Great California
Style Mexican Food

3619 Pacific Ave., Virginia Beach, VA 23451 (757)  417-3970
738 W. 22nd St. Suite 15, Norfolk, VA 23517  (757) 961-4673

www.pelonsbajagrill.com

Free parking • Kids Menu • Open Daily • Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour Food & Drink Specials 3-6pm Daily

$2 Tacos
& Brews

Wednesdays 
6pm-9pm

Both Locations

Famous Fish Tacos

5200 Fairfield Shopping Center, Virginia Beach, VA 23464

www.frankiesribs.com 

  (757) 495-RIBS
Call For Take-Out
Best ribs in town!

$5 OFF DINNER
2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS

MIN $5 Entreé Purchase
Dinner Only

Valid Sun–Thurs ONLY. Limit one coupon per table/
party. Valid at all Hampton Roads Locations. Dine-In 
only. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 04/18/13.
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Sports and Education

Monday, April 15, 2013
VA Beach Convention Center

Social Hour 5:30 P.M.
Program at 6:00 P.M.

Keynote Speaker: Norbie Wilson, FCHS
Baseball Coach/Founding Coach,

College of the Albemarle (N.C.)

Emcee: Chris Reckling, Sports Anchor, 
Reporter, Multi-media Specialist at WAVY TV

Tickets are $60 per person
For tickets, call 425-2428

Virginia Beach Sports Club Jamboree
April 15 at the convention center

First to honor women athletes; schools honored;
For tickets call Claudy Barnes at 757-425-2428

By Claudy Barnes

The 60th annual Virginia Beach 
Sports Club Jamboree is set for Monday, 
April 15 beginning at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Virginia Beach Convention Center.

Twenty-two student-athletes and 
various coaches will be honored; and 
“Sportsperson of the Year” awards will 

be presented.  Scholarship recipients, one 
from each of the city’s 11 high schools, 
will be honored at a May luncheon.

In 1974, the club was first in Hamp-
ton Roads to publicly honor women – the 
John A. Tucker Award for Excellence in 
Women’s Athletics.

For tickets call 757-425-2428.

Salem High earns national honor for student leadership

For its exemplary record of leader-
ship, service and activities focused on 
improving the school and the community, 
Salem High School’s Student Council 
Association (SCA) has been awarded the 
2013 National Gold Council of Excel-
lence Award from the National Associa-
tion of Student Councils (NASC). Salem 
was one of just three high school councils 
in Virginia, and one of only 163 in the na-
tion to receive the honor.

The two-year process for the Gold 
level award requires schools to dem-
onstrate performance well-beyond the 
basic requirements of a written constitu-
tion, regular meetings, democratic elec-
tion process and membership in NASC. 

Salem’s SCA was selected for the honor 
based on its leadership training for coun-
cil members; teacher/staff appreciation 
activities; student recognition programs; 
school and community service projects; 
spirit activities; goal setting; financial 
planning; and active participation in the 
state and national student council associa-
tions.

“The Student Council of Salem is the 
pre-eminent organization in our building 
and I am convinced that our council has 
embraced the ‘leadership is service’ men-
tality,” said Salem Principal Daniel Keev-
er. “While it is often simpler for the adults 
to organize and facilitate projects and 
meetings, such is not the case at Salem.”
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Pelon’s Baja Grill
3619 Pacific Ave
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The Beach Pub
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Town Center
Red Wing Shoes

116 S. Independence Blvd.
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Shore Drive/Great Neck

Starbuck’s – 3273 Shore Drive
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A & G Auto Sales – 5012 Virginia Beach Blvd.

Kempsville/Centerville

Frankie’s Place for Ribs
5200 Fairfield Shopping Center

George’s Show Repair
5332 Fairfield Shopping Center

Bayside

Jenro’s Diner – 1085 Independence Blvd.

Lynnhaven

Eve’s Hair Studio – 1104 Green Square
Dolphin Laundry – 4221 Pleasant Valley Rd.

Ryoshin-Kan Karate School
1064 Lynnhaven Pkwy.

Oceanfront/Hilltop

The Beach Pub – 1001 Laskin Rd.
The Jewish Mother – 600 Nevan Rd.
Pelon’s Baja Grill – 3619 Pacific Ave

Heritage Health Food Store – 984 Laskin Rd.
Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront

5700 Atlantic Ave

Princess Anne/Pungo

Red Barn Food Store – 2001 Indian River Rd.

Courthouse/Dam Neck

Bubbs’s Deli and BBQ
3600 Dam Neck Rd.

Virginia Beach City Hall
Front Reception Desk

Indoor Locations Outdoor
Boxes

Online – www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com Home
Delivery

One Year Subscription
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TheVirginiaBeachSun.com

A Family Newspaper –  
All Good News.

Always Local News – 
Names, Faces and Places.

Photos, Stories on Beach 
People and Businesses.

Virginia Beach’s Only 
Hometown Newspaper.
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Board News.
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Bayside High School – By Kathleen M. Donahoe

Landstown Middle – By Diane M. Tarkenton

Rachel’s Challenge is coming to Landstown MS on March 21st. If you aren’t 
familiar with Rachel’s Challenge, we encourage you to go to this link (http://www.
rachelschallenge.org/big-picture/about-rachels-challenge/) and watch an introduc-
tory video. It is a nationally known program, centered on starting a “chain reaction 
of kindness”. The program was founded by the family of Rachel Scott, the first 
student killed in Columbine. 

The program will consist of two 60 minute assemblies, both during the school 
day, and two 90 minute workshops, one during the school day and the other after 
school. Our intent is for every student and staff member to see one of the assemblies. 
The workshops are intended to help build leadership capacity within our student 
body to help facilitate the kindness campaign. A club (Friends of Rachel) will spring 
from those workshops.

For more information, please contact Mrs. Paige Scherr or Ms. Dowler Young 
at 648-4750.

On March 15th in the Bayside High 
School auditorium, Spanish classes led 
by Spanish Lead Teacher, Milagros 
Richardson promoted a live Spanish 
concert for regional high schools. It was 
an honor for Bayside to host the event 
featuring singer Ennio Emmanuel. Dur-
ing this educational concert, students 
were immersed in the Spanish Lan-
guage and culture through the power of 
music. 

Ennio addressed the audience in 
Spanish and delivered a powerful mes-
sage to our students. As the hosting 
school, a group of Bayside students 
were able to choreograph and dance 
one song and sing a duet with Ennio on 
stage. Students were able interact with 

Ennio throughout the concert. It was a 
smashing success and all students in at-
tendance loved it.

“I started a list of characters’ names in my 
head, but I think the name of the actual continent 
was the biggest hurdle,” Meekins stated. “I 
started writing a list and crossed off what I didn’t 
like. But, a number of the characters and places  
are modeled after historical figures or other 
fictional characters.”

Some writers wait a lifetime, nov-
elists in particular, to see their words in 
print. Words, seemingly letters on papers 
in which “struggling writers” have poured 
their heart and souls into for centuries. 
These writers, who wait ever patiently, 
then perhaps impatiently, for that one 
break and that one person to be inspired 
by these words.

James Madison University (JMU) 
freshman and 2012 Cox High School 
graduate Evan Meekins was one to be 
inspired by words, in turn, inspiring oth-
ers with his own. So inspired was he, in 
fact, by his senior Honors English teacher 
Shaula McGovern that he recently had his 
first novel The Black Banner, published 
at the tender age of 17. Furthermore, 
Meekins hopes to sign a three book deal 
with current publisher Köehler Books, a 
publishing company based in New York 
and Virginia Beach with national distribu-
tion through Ingram Publisher Services. 

According to Meekins, McGovern 
“reintroduced” the art of reading and writ-
ing, inspiring him to look beyond mere 
words, using 
the writer’s 
perspective 
to find deep-
er meaning 
in literature; 
to find life 
and beauty 
through lit-
erature. Not 
an easy feat for most high school English 
teachers or their students. 

Meekins seemed to be an exception 
though. 

“We wrote creatively in class, starting 
with personal essays and continuing with 
a ‘Poetry in Motion’ research assignment. 
The students were asked to find poetry in 
simple actions, such as kicking a soccer 
ball into a net. I encouraged [students] to 
see how simplicity can be extraordinary,” 
McGovern said.

As he became more interested in 
poetry and creative writing, he began 
to question and challenge himself as to 
whether or not he could actually write 
a novel. Rather, could he inspire others 
to see the simple and extraordinary in  

his words? 
Well, he could. And, he did.
The Black Banner is a fantasy based 

novel that takes place on the continent 
of Verden, home to Humans, Elves, 
Dwarves, and the Roegens: tall, dark, 
brutish, humanoids, a race that Meekins 
himself created. The novel’s protagonist, 
Milcas, is a young Roegen slave boy who 
wishes only for his race to be free; spark-
ing a rebellion that could ultimately de-
cides the fate of its leaders and the conti-
nent itself.

Creative? Yes. And, one may ques-
tion how exactly Meekins came up with 
the idea and off-the-wall character names 
and places.

“I started a list of characters’ names 
in my head, but I think the name of the 
actual continent was the biggest hurdle,” 
Meekins stated. “I started writing a list 
and crossed off what I didn’t like. But, a 
number of the characters and places are 
modeled after historical figures or other 
fictional characters.”

So far, Meekins has had positive feed-
back from 
family and 
friends, but 
is promot-
ing the novel 
through local 
newspapers, 
magazines, 
and word of 
mouth. If the 

novel is not on your local bookstore shelf, 
it can be ordered through Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble, or Books-A-Million. Also, the 
eBook version is available for download 
on Kindle, Nook, and iTunes.

As of now, Meekins is majoring in 
Physics, with a minor in English at JMU, 
with plans to become a Radiation Physi-
cist. While he plans to continue writing he 
doesn’t intend to rely on his book deal for 
financial support.

“Education always comes first, no 
matter what,” Meekins stressed. “No one 
can ever take away a solid education and 
there has to be something to fall back on. 
Hopefully as I pursue my education in on-
cology, I will continue to inspire, not only 
with words but through my actions.”

Frank W. Cox High School – By Erin L. Tonelson
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Bayside Middle School – Frances Scott

Three Oaks Elementary – By Jodi Strack

Jason Hinson, PE teacher at Three Oaks Elementary, accepts donations from fifth grade student, Madeline Psimas. The 
school is collecting donations in support of Operation Smile. Madeline was selected to speak at the Shamrock VIP reception for 
her six year participating in the Shamrock event.

Trantwood Elementary – By Janet Roewer

Trantwood Elementary School will celebrate it’s 50th bithday on Wednesday, April 17 at the school. Refreshments and fel-
lowship at 6:30 p.m., with the program, guest speaker and student performances at 7 p.m. Immediatly following there will be 
tours of the building, using your wireless devices via QR codes.

Kempsville High School – By Laurie K. Ranz

Glenwood Elementary

By Eva M. Bryant

Teachers Susan Proffitt, Karen Beebe, Helen Ryan, Wendi Steele, Matt Scott, Wes Flanagan, and  
Shannon Watts interrupt the girls volleyball team with their version of the Harlem Shake.

Sporting a football helmet, math teacher Shannon Watts 
walked on court interrupting a volleyball game at the Bayside 
Middle School Spirit Assembly. The girls’ volleyball team 
was pitted against the boys wrestling team in a match, and the 
girls were winning. 

Suddenly Watts walked onto the court and began dancing 
at the net; she was soon joined by about ten other faculty do-
ing freestyle moves in what is commonly known as a Harlem 
Shake. 

John Murray, Student Activities Coordinator, said the 
Harlem Shake is going viral on You Tube. The Shake often is 
a spontaneous event begun by a single person usually in cos-
tume dancing to the music “Harlem Shake” By Baauer. That 
person is soon joined by others dancing free style; it begins 
and ends quickly in a public place. 

James Perkins PE teacher at Glenwood Elementary 
School loses his hair on “Crazy Hat and Hair Day” in sup-
port of the school’s relay team for the Shamrock Marathon 
on March 16, 2013. Pictured shaving his hair is James White, 
fifth grader and host on morning announcement program 
“Glen TV” and Krista Clark, assistant principal.

The students at Bayside Middle immediately recognized 
the song. The bench of wrestlers emptied and the boys proved 
to be better dancers than volleyball players. Civics teacher 
Deborah Welker ended the event by performing the splits.

“Once every nine weeks we get the whole school together 
to recognize our athletic and academic teams and to promote 
school spirit,” said Murray who plans the special activities. 
Besides the Harlem Shake, he also read a story about Mr. and 
Mrs. Right so students in the bleachers could participate. 

“They closed their eyes and made quarter turns ev-
ery time they heard the word ‘left’ or ‘right,’” said Murray.  
Although the activity was introduced as listening prac-
tice for SOL tests, it was actually a way for every student  
to be a participant in a hilarious activity rather than  
just an observer.

Holland Elementary School

By JoAnn Coauette

On April 11, from 5:30-7:30 pm, 
Holland will host its parents, students, 
and community at an event in which we 
invite speakers from our community to 
share their stories of personal triumph, 
hope and perseverance. The school staff 
cook, prepare, and serve dinner for the 
audience, and we hope to cultivate a night 
where our students from disadvantaged 
and challenged backgrounds find promise 
in these stories of hope and inspiration. 

Speakers include: 

Greg Scott, hometown Franklin, Vir-
ginia, attended Hampton University on a 
full athletic scholarship. He went on to 
have a substantial career in both the NFL 
and AFL. He played for the Redskins 
and Bengals for five years. After reha-
bilitating from the ACL tear in his knee, 
he began coaching at Hampton Univer-
sity. While at Hampton University, he did 
some soul-searching about how he can 
give back to the community that had been 
so good to him. Greg founded the Cov-
er 3 Foundation which provides snacks 
to thousands of children in after school 
school programs, provides summer feed-
ing sites, mentoring programs, sports 
and activity camps, and motivational  
speeches. 

Platinum Selling Songwriter Alisha 
“M’Jestie” Brooks is well known in the 
industry for writing the 2005 Smash Hit 
“Pon De Replay” which catapulted 17 
year Rihanna to Super Stardom. “When I 
was a kid, my dream was to write a song 
that played on the radio, I was 9 yrs old. 
Fourteen short years later that dream 
came true. Working with Rihanna was an 
amazing opportunity that changed my life 
in every way imaginable. It helped me 
realize that if I can do it, any kid with a 
dream and the drive to succeed can do it.”

Bill Emery founded Gods X Gang-
ters Inc. and continues today as the Ex-
Director of GXG non-profit organization 
to at-risk youth. Bill Emery was a mem-
ber of Virginia’s Attorney General’s Gang 
Task Forces during Multiple Administra-
tions since 2000. From 2000-2006, Mr. 
Emery has served as a speaker and/or 
contractor for VA Department of Health 
workshops: Fatherhood Initiatives, Right 
Choices for Youth, the Bully Prevention 
Programs, as well as violence prevention, 
substance abuse, suicide prevention, and 
independent living. Starting in 2005, Mr. 
Emery has provided prevention trainings 
to various city agencies Staff in coopera-
tion with NSU and the VGPP teams. Mr. 
Emery has co-authored the certified Youth 
Life Coach treatment manual that has 
been used in trainings for various cities 
successful contacts, in Eastern Virginia. 
Bill has taught at regional and state Con-
ference held at NSU in cooperation with 
U.S. OJJDP, Va. Dept of Public Safety, 
Coach Elwood Williams-Southside Boys 
and Girls Clubs, Dr. Marvin Feit -Dean 
of NSU School of Social work, and Larry 
Robinson Dir. of Juvinial Detention Cen-
ter, City of New Port ‘News. Mr. Emery 
is the Virginia Gang Prevention Programs 
Coalition team trainer who provides cer-
tificate programs with a small staff of ex-
perts.

Derrick L Watkins - Profession-
al Actor , born in Rome, Georgia and 
graduated from East Rome High School 
in 1983 with honors with academic and 
athletic letters. Enlisted in the United 
States Navy and served as an Electrician’s 
Mate in the Nuclear Power Program until 
awarded a 4-year Naval ROTC scholar-
ship to attend Georgia Tech in 1984. Par-
ticipated in the Georgia Power Company 
Cooperative Education Program working 
alternate quarters also during his career 
at Georgia Tech as well as participating 
in Navy ROTC and with the Fellowship 
of Christian Believers, a dynamic Bible 
study and choir ensemble. 

Elenora Barnes - Founder/Ex-
ecutive Director More2give inc. “giving 
back.families helping families” (and her 
husband and partner. Derrick Barnes - 
President) Through the years they became 
too familiar with the struggles of raising a 
large family and being denied assistance 
during our desperate time of need. 

They know too well the worry par-
ents feel from not knowing where their 
next meal would come from or how 
bills would get paid. They struggled 
working two jobs and losing our home. 
“We struggled with finding quality 
time for our children and marriage. But  
because of our faith in God, we now know 
how to live a prosperous life.”

Congratulations to Mrs. Eliza-
beth Butler, Kempsville High School 
Volunteer of the Year. Mrs. Butler has 
been a fabulous volunteer at KHS for 
years. Her dedication and commit-
ment to Kempsville is tremendous. 
She has been a member of the PTSA 
and chairman of the All Night Grad 
Committee for several years and 
works extremely hard with her com-
mittee to plan and fund a memorable 
night for our grads! 

You can find Elizabeth in a con-
cession stand selling food, baking 
cookies, delivering sandwiches, mak-

ing posters, seeking donations from the community, all for the 
ANG celebration! Kempsville High School is lucky to have Mrs. 
Elizabeth Butler! Thank YOU.

C o n g r a t u l a -
tions to Kempsville 
High School soph-
omore, Christopher 
Whitney. He placed 
3rd at the regional 
competition for  
Intro to Technology 
Concepts contest 
for FBLA, Future 
Business Leaders 
of America. 

He will have 
the opportunity to  
compete at the state 
level in April. Great 
job, Christopher!

Christopher Whitney

Elizabeth Butler
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Special Report

Continued from Page 1

Named for the pop star Madonna, the 
monkey, she has been at the zoo since 
May 2001. She has given birth to three fe-
male and four male babies, in addition to 
the unnamed newborn. The father, Jeebes, 
has been the father of several of the other 
recently born squirrel monkeys.

Baby squirrel monkeys will stay on 
their mother’s back for about a month 
before they 
begin to ven-
ture out by 
grabbing on 
to branches 
with their 
hands. They 
will not begin to climb completely on 
their own until about 10 weeks of age or 
later.

For now, the newborn at the zoo curi-
ously watches the other monkeys moving 
around the habitat, from the comfort and 
security of its mother’s back.

Anytime there is a birth, the zoo 
experiences an increase in the number 
of visitors. The zoo administration gets 

Wildlife – Virginia Zoo’s “Madonna” has new baby monkey to tend
the word out to the public once newborn 
animals are released into their habitat. In 
the case of the squirrel monkey, the baby 
is already in the habitat and able to be 
viewed by the public.

The squirrel monkeys are a particu-
larly popular attraction, especially for 
children. 

“They are very active animals,” Dan-
ielson said. “They are constantly running 
around and jumping around the exhibit. 

The kids re-
ally like to 
see that.”

T h e i r 
habitat is 
conducive to 
their active 

lifestyles, with branchy trees and rope 
strung between the walls for climbing.

Squirrel monkeys are also quite clev-
er. According to Danielson, they have the 
proportionately largest brain of all pri-
mates, which allows them to be interac-
tive and responsive to guest at the zoo. 
They are native to areas of Central and 
South America, and while they are not 
endangered, they do face some threats to 

their population.
“Squirrel monkeys are not an endan-

gered species,” said Danielson, a Norfolk 
resident. “But they are targeted by the 
pet trade and can be used for medical re-
search.” The Virginia Zoo has been serv-
ing residents of Virginia Beach and the 
surrounding Tidewater area for more than 

110 years. The 53-acre zoo is located at 
3500 Granby Street in Norfolk. It is open 
daily. Admission is charged except for 
children under 2.

For more information visit www.vir-
giniazoo.org or call 757-441-2374

Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu

For now, the newborn at the zoo curiously 
watches the other monkeys moving around 
the habitat, from the comfort and safety of its 
mother’s back.

Zoo staff is not sure of the baby monkey’s gender.

Continued from Page 1

projects and essay papers; however, my 
goal this spring break is to step back from 
the requirements of academic demands 
and instead enjoy my opportunities in the 
present moment.

Many people use this special time 
to schedule group vacations or reunions. 
It’s very wise to take advantage the time 
off from work or school that is offered to 
us. My college allowances do not permit 
me to spend a week at a Caribbean resort; 
however this financial limitation will not 
stop me from using this allotted time to 
connect with others outside from a busy, 

daily schedule. 
The city also has much to offer dur-

ing spring break, from the arts to sports, to 
spacious parks and special events. It may 
take extra time to research what events 
are happening and choosing what your 
family or friends would like to do, but let 
the research to be fun! And always spend 
some leisure time reading The Virginia 
Beach Sun and thevirginiabeachsun.com 
to see what’s “hot” locally in the com-
munity.  You can also use this free time 
to ask friendly questions and initiate new 
conversations about each other’s interests 
to help build stronger relationships. 

Earlier I mentioned that this seasonal 

transition can symbolize a break from the 
old and a fresh start with something new, 
but you could also think of this time as a 
shake-off-the-dust transition. Maybe it’s 
time to rediscover a “new light” for this 
arriving season. Seasonal transition is a 
great reason for change, isn’t it? In dai-
ly conversation, somehow the common 
question always slips its way into topic, 
“So how about the weather these days?”

With the arrival of spring and Day-
light Savings Time, the weather is getting 
warmer, the days growing longer. Take 
advantage of this weather and time before 
it gets too hot and ultimately too late. 

It’s time to begin the spring break va-

cation inside the home, or in the midst of 
this temperamental weather, in the back-
yard. 

As a student, spring break vacations 
to Florida or Myrtle Beach resorts are not 
in my financial budget. With this extra 
free time from school and assignments, 
it’s time to clear the agenda book from 
appointments and assignments and time 
to make room for relaxation and fun.  

Stephanie R. Harron, srharron@
vwc.edu, lives in the city’s Rosemont area  
and is a Virginia Wesleyan College soph-
omore majoring in Health and Human 
Services and minoring in Music and His-
panic Studies. 

“On the Sunny Side!”

Time to spring into action - viewing college spring break vacation as a vacation away from the ordinary
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The Virginia Beach Sun Art Gallery
Courtesy of Artistic Creations

Pat De Hart
After many years raising a family and managing a 

retail business for 22 years, Pat made a new career for 
herself six years ago. She had drawn and painted all her 
life, but now she pursues her passion full time as an 
oil painter and muralist. Many of her paintings reflect 
a love of water and its shoreline. Most full of color and 

sometimes a bit of whimsy. Pat exhibits her work in most of the 
many outdoor shows in the Tidewater area, and also in Northern Vir-
ginia, Maryland and South Carolina. She is also known for her com-
mission work. She works diligently with her clients to paint their 
vision of a loving pet, a home, or children. Please visit her website:  
dehartdesigns.com for dates she will be exhibiting in this area.

Teresa Phillips
My native Country is Chile where I lived and stud-

ied at the Liceo de Ninas in San Fernando, Chile, South 
America. Here I studied sculpture which has been my 
first interest as long ago as I can remember. I had my 
first miniature sculpture show; exhibiting eighty pieces; 
all were sold in three hours. In 1967 I attended the Uni-

versity of Oregon studying sculpture and Romance Languages. In 
te Spring Semester of 2001, I was accepted into the MA of visual 
studies (sculpture), a joint gaduate program offered by Old Domin-
ion and Norfolk State University. During this time, my advisor, Pro-
fessor David Johnson, head of Old Dominion Photography Depar-
ment, persuaded me to study digital photography. I learned to accept 
that photography has evolved and once again my passion revived. 
In May 2004, I graduated from the joint graduate program with a 
Master of Arts at the Old Dominion and Norfolk State Universities. 
In 2007, at the age of68, I have fallen in love again with a new ad-
ventue but as always with the same passion. I am being introduced 
to glass blowing at Tidewater Community College (TCC) attending 
as a senior citizen and enjoying the heck out of it!

Nancy Lucks
My love of nature is reflected in my paintings and 

sculptures.  I paint in acrylics and use mainly polymer 
clay for my sculptures, but many times I sculpt using 
mixed media.  I paint my sculptures using acrylic. My 
objective as an artist is to bring the wonders of nature 
into my art work.  When one views my art, I want you 

to become a part of the subject matter, bringing back a memory of 
hearing the waves coming on shore, the walk in the field, to see 
turtles playing in the pond and the other wonders of nature. I started 
painting at age 9 and at 15 was the youngest to have a “One Man” 
show in Columbus, Ohio.  Over the years I have had art shows in 
England, France, New York City throughout Ohio and Virginia.  My 
works are collected by many private and corporate clients through-
out Europe, the United States and Canada. My art work may be seen 
at Artistic Creations Art Gallery on Shore Drive in Virginia Beach 
and Lin-Lin Studio Gallery in the East Beach Shops, on Shore 
Drive, Norfolk. I also teach acrylic painting at Jerry’s Artarama and 
The Art Studio in Virginia Beach.

Jenny Wong
After raising two children and taking care of aging 

parents, Jenny Wong had some free time of her own. 
So six years ago, she took her first watercolor painting 
class with Louis Jones of Jones Art Gallery. Under the 
tutelage of Louis for three years, Jenny has developed 
her own style with the traditional American watercolors 

and Chinese brush painting. Inspired by the natural beauty of water 
filled landscapes and brilliant sunsets, she focuses on capturing her 
feelings in her paintings. Jenny also does pottery, mostly handbuilt 
from a slab which she creates each original piece. Her pottery col-
lection, Originals and Limited Edition Giclee Prints is displayed at 
The Artistic Creations Gallery, 4425 Shore Dr. Selected artwork is 
at the Richard Stravitz 30th Street Gallery, 3004 Pacific Ave., the 
21st Street Art Gallery, 615 N. Birdneck Rd., Virginia Beach and 
Lin-Lin Studio Gallery (East Beach Shoppes) at 9569 Shore Drive 
in Norfolk.


