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By Courtney Wheeler
 
 He strolls leisure-

ly down the beach 
with his golden 

Continues on pg 14

The Virginia Beach Parks 
and Recreation department held 
a public information meeting 
recently at Red Mill Elemen-
tary School, presenting study 
findings for enhancing environ-
mentally-friendly visitor access 
to Back Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge (BBNWR) and False 
Cape State Park. 

Attendees heard about BB-
NWR Alternative Transporta-
tion Study review maps of the 
study area, learned about the 
transportation alternatives and 
shared ideas. Large scale maps 
were on display and study team 
members were available for in-
formal discussions. 

The study was funded by a 
$449,000 planning grant from 
the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration (FTA) to evaluate trans-
portation alternatives for visi-
tors to reach BBNWR without 

By Courtney Wheeler

Seagulls screech high in the sky, then dip 
down and out over the parking lot.

The front door opens easily, welcoming cus-
tomers and art lovers.

Inside, beguiling amounts of artwork line the 
walls and fill bins.

Welcome to Beach Gallery, owned by 
self-proclaimed “big cheese” himself, Brian 
Murden, who has lived in Virginia Beach his 
whole life.

“I’m a true native,” he said.
He was born on 25th Street at the Oceanfront, 

he said, at the hospital that is no longer there, he 
was raised by his parents, Bennie and Christine

Continues on page 10

using private motor vehicles. 
The money is provided by the 
FTA’s Paul S. Sarbanes Transit 
in Parks program which is de-
signed to fund projects that will 
provide safe, convenient access 
for visitors to America’s nation-
al parks, forests and wildlife 
refuges, and modernize aging 
transportation infrastructure.  
Transportation alternatives for

Continues on page 4

By Courtney Wheeler

Virginia Beach City 
Council adjourns yet another 
meeting including discussion 
about bringing The Tide to 
the Resort City.

At the end, those in favor 
of the plan, and those against, 
leave council chamber, mur-
muring and muttering their 
opinions. Everyone seems to 

which originates in Nor-
folk, Va., from Newtown 
Road to Town Center and 
maybe someday to the 
Oceanfront. There has also 
been public discussion 
about building a maglev 
track from Atlantic Avenue 
to the convention center on 
19th Street, but little 

Continues on Page 6

be waiting for more projected 
ridership and cost information.

 But at least one former Vir-
ginia Beach resident, who is 
now a marketing expert from 
Nevada and still has family in 
the city, says the city should 
tread carefully moving ahead 
and predicts local car dealers 
won’t be overly enthusiastic 
if the public transit system 
comes to fruition.

 “If they do it right, I think 
it (The Tide) would reduce 
traffic,” said Kenny Atcheson, 
who was guest speaker at the 
55th annual Virginia Indepen-
dent Auto Dealer Association 
Convention and Expo, held 
recently at the Hilton Virginia 
Beach Oceanfront Hotel.

 City leaders and the com-
munity are wrestling with the 
idea of extending The Tide, 

Making Back Bay
and False Cape
easier to get to
Dec. 4 deadline for citizen input

The Tide: will it work?
Marketing expert says Tide won’t be successful unless it’s promoted right;
Kenny Atcheson says local car dealers won’t be overjoyed if  Tides expands

The sun rises over Back Bay  
National Wildlife Refuge.

Brian Murden and his wife, Sara.

Nature

Up Close

In the Sunshine

Brian Murden, owner of Beach Gallery at
the Oceanfront, is a First Colonial HS
grad and lives in Princess Anne Hills

Attorney Scott Barney lives at
the Oceanfront, enjoys sports,
family, walking dog on beach 

Scott Barney

SunShine Girl Jade Bolling 
Page 11 

SunShine Guy Jeff Klemmer 
Page 14 

The TFC Band profile 
in next week’s issue!
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Editorial Page

What a glorious time to be living in Virginia Beach. Never 
has there been so much hope, and controversy, in the state’s larg-
est city, Decades ago, the seaside community’s biggest concerns 
were over securing a permanent water supply and protecting 
its agricultural southern half from commercial and residential 
development. Water, for business, households and car washes, 
seems to be in stable supply. 

More development to the south, however, seems inevitable. 
The city’s biggest project since then was transforming what was 
once known primarily as the Central Business District into what 
is now known as Town Center, which looks good on the outside, 
but it’s unclear if the multipurpose area - housing, retail, com-
mercial, restaurants and shops - is truly prosperous and grow-
ing, even with the Sandler Center as its anchor. Across the street, 
Pembroke Mall is undergoing renovations and many other com-
mercial properties across the city stand idle, awaiting new life. 
The city’s public schools could be doing better and it looks like 
the city’s finest may receive body cameras. There’s plans to 
build a large sports and entertainment arena at the Oceanfront, 
across from the convention center, and to extend Norfolk’s light 
rail system, The Tide, from Newtown Road to Town Center, 
which, if built, may not eliminate much of the city’s traffic con-
gestion, according the Page 1 lead story in this issue of The Sun. 

Rumors are that plans for the arena may be in trouble and it’s 
too soon to tell if two sitting City Council members are really 
in trouble with the law. Emotions and passion over these latest 
hot-button issues are running high and will only burn hotter ap-
proaching the upcoming 2016 city council elections. City lead-
ers shouldn’t confuse luxuries with necessities and hopefully the 
coolest heads and most logical minds will have prevailed after 
the election is over.

Hot issues and  
the next election

Thanksgiving is here, get ready 
for turkey, tradition and fun!
By Courtney Wheeler

 The sweet aroma of a succulent roasted turkey lingers throughout 
the house.

 Hoots, hollers and referees’ whistles of a football game fill the liv-
ing room with sound and energy.

 Children parade around the dining table in their Native American 
and Colonial costumes, fresh from the school play.

 It is November 26, it is Thanksgiving Day.
 Centuries ago, pilgrims came to an unfamiliar land and were sur-

prised to find natives already inhabiting it. They were not accustomed 
to their newly-found residences, so when winter hit, it hit hard.

 The friendly Native Americans offered a helping hand to the pil-
grims, sharing a feast of their own crops and fowl, despite the some-
times rocky relations between the two groups. This was a time of cul-
tural peace and togetherness, where they could take a step back and be 
thankful for what they have been given.

 This historic holiday has held strong through time and is still rec-
ognized as a special time of the year for families to come together and 
be thankful. Thanksgiving is a much-awaited holiday, rolling through 
every year on the last Thursday of November.

Fresh food is prepared and houses are warm with the family spirit. 
Kids are overjoyed, free from school for the holiday.

Sports-nuts rally for the epic Thanksgiving football game on tele-
vision, whether it’s college or professional. Some families even take to 
the streets, holding their own touch-football tournaments, fostering a 
healthy sense of competitiveness.

For many, holiday parades are the pinnacle of the day. Men, wom-
en and children alike gather early Thanksgiving morning to witness 
the parades’ excitement and revelry, with its larger-than-life characters 
floating high in the air, in numerous song and dance numbers, and of 
course, the early appearance of St. Nick himself in advance of Christ-
mas.

 November is a glorious month. It is when fall really starts to show 
its true colors and sets free some of its holiday power. The month also 
features Veterans Day on Nov. 11, bringing with it a strong sense of 
American pride and humility. On this special day, locals and much of 
the nation remember the brave men and women who’ve fought for the 
country’s freedom.

The leaves are falling more frequently and transitioning from 
their brilliant orange and gold hues as Thanksgiving starts to 

envelop the community. The days seem to have more of nip in the air, 
but with such holiday spirit, few people seem to care.

Warm hearts complement the season’s warm, mulled cider. a per-
fect pairing with such a delicious food spread as to be expected on 
Thanksgiving.

Kitchens, and later, stomachs, will be overflowing with the abun-
dance of fluffy stuffing, delectable string-bean casserole, yams dotted 
with marshmallows, creamy gravy, jiggly-wiggly jellied cranberry 
sauce, and of course, fresh or frozen turkey, roasted or deep fried. A few 
other edible players may make an appearance on the table, 

Continues on Page 12
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Say “hello” to Rudder
The Virginia Aquarium’s newest member, a young harbor seal, has 

been named Rudder, thanks to a recently held public naming contest. 
Popular write-in submissions included Pepper, Pickles, Bruce (in ref-
erence to the New Jersey-born Springsteen), Navy, Frankie and Sam. 
Rudder has been adjusting well to his new surroundings and loves 
playing with his new toys. He is already comfortable with his “broth-
ers,” resident harbor seals Peter, Piper, Hector, and Norton. The juve-
nile seal was stranded in Deal, New Jersey, on Valentine’s Day 2015 
with lacerations on its neck and puncture wounds on its back, possibly 
from a shark bite or boat rudder strike. The injuries resulted in partial 
paralysis in its hind flippers, so the seal was deemed non-releasable. 
The Marine Mammal Stranding Center in Brigantine, New Jersey, re-
habilitated the seal and the Virginia Aquarium staff transported him to 
the aquarium. - Matt Klepeisz, Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach, Va.

Rudder was stranded in Deal, New Jersey, on Valentine’s Day 2015 with  
lacerations on its neck and puncture wounds on its back, possibly from a shark bite  

or boat strike. He is healing now at the Virginia Aquarium near the Oceanfront.
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THE BEST RIBS
IN TOWN!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

Book Your Next
Private Event With Us!

Rehearsal Dinners, Company Parties,
Birthdays, Retirements etc.

Best Oysters
Rockefeller & Finest

Seafood In Town

Nature Schools

Continued from Page 1

BBNWR presented included:

• Back Bay Refuge Trail: a shared 
use path from Lago Mar to Sand-
bridge, and restored bike lanes along 
Sandfiddler Road.

• Sigma Trail: a shared use path 
along Sandbridge Road from Lotus 
Drive to Back Bay Refuge Trail.

• Shuttles: a service to the refuge’s 
existing Visitor Contact Station from 
the site of the future Visitor Contact 

Station and from the Virginia Aquari-
um.

• Water access: improvements to 
enhance canoe/kayak travel across the 
bay.

• Water taxi: a shore-to-shore pas-
senger service on a pontoon-style boat. 

• No Construction: programs for 
education and encouragement.

Public meeting attendees had an 
opportunity to review the studied alter-
natives. Citizens are invited to read the 
executive summary report on the study 

website and send their comments by 
December 4, 2015. Comments may be 
made in one of the following ways:

Website: A downloadable comment 
form will be available on the study 
website beginning November 4, 2015. 
VBgov.com/BackBayGrant.

Mail: Return completed comment 
form to Chris DeWitt, VHB, Two Co-
lumbus Center 4500 Main Street, Suite 
400. Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Email: BackBayGrant@VBgov.
com.

The Kempsville High School Drama Depart-
ment presents "The Actors Nightmare" and "The 
Big Black Box" on Thursday, November 19 and 
Saturday, November 21 at 7 p.m., and on Sunday, 
November 22 at 2 p.m., in the school auditorium.
Tickets are $5 at the door and $4 from a cast mem-
ber before November 16. Doors open 30 minutes 
before show time. Bring a canned good for a raffle ticket. For more information 
contact Erin Mullins at 648-5450 or ecmullin@vbschools.com.

Kempsville HS players  
perform; food for raffle
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Continued from Page 1 

action taken.
 The Tide’s future, how-

ever, raises the ire of many 
in the community, while 
others seem more content. 
Council has yet to make a 
final decision, as financing 
questions, among others, 
play a big role in the con-
troversial transit expansion 
plan. Plus, there’s a council 
election in about a year, with 
five of the city’s 11 council 
members up for re-election. 

Looking ahead, ob-
servers wonder if the 

Tide is a really a good fit for 
a city that is very sensitive 
to its natural environment 
and community aesthetics? 
What issues would confront 
it moving forward? What 
could Las Vegas have done 
better?

 “They did this in Las Ve-
gas,” said Atcheson, who 
lived in Virginia Beach as a 
child and still visits family 
members here, “and they did 
it poorly.”

 A light rail system was 
built in Las Vegas about 

The Tide: Will it work?

10 years ago, he said, to ease 
traffic congestion. Its ridership 
numbers were disappointing.

 “None of the locals cared,” 
he said. “Not many tourists 
used it. It was pretty much a 
failure.”

 The Tide’s goal is to spur 
economic growth and provide 
alternative transportation to the 
people of Norfolk and in sur-
rounding areas. The Las Vegas 
light rail had similar goals that 
were not realized, according 
to Atcheson, although he’s not 
sure how the system’s doing 
now.

 “People like the conve-
nience of getting into their own 
car when they want to, and park 
right where they want to be,” he 
said. “You have to change the 
behavior to get people to use 
it.”

 The main problem with the 
Las Vegas light rail system 
stemmed from a complete lack 
of marketing, said Atcheson.

 “A lot of people still don’t 
even know it exists,” he said.

 Atcheson specializes in 
marketing, working with a va-
riety of businesses, including 
many car dealers. If the Tide 
is approved, local car dealers 
shouldn’t lose too much busi-

ness from the new local form 
of transportation.

 “Local car dealers will 
probably be against The Tide. 
It doesn’t help them out any,” 
Atcheson said. “I certainly 
don’t think they’d support it, 
but probably not fight it. The 
way I’d put it to one of my cli-
ents is, ‘you can be better than 
the next guy,’ ”

 Most families and many 
people drive at least one car, 
said Atcheson, so car dealers 
will always have that business. 
What hurts overall business, he 
said, is when a bad dealer or 
auto mechanic is publicly dis-
covered and it reflects negative-
ly on all dealers and mechanics, 
even the honest ones.

 “I don’t blame the public for 
watching that, though,” Atches-
on said.

 His professional background 
allows him to make observa-
tions about businesses and the 
reasons why public opinions of 
these business vary so greatly. 
Generally speaking, he said, 
there is an overall low public 
opinion of car dealers.

 “Car businesses in gener-
al have been vilified for many 
years now,” Atcheson said. 
“Some have earned it, most 

have not. Many dealers truly do 
want to help people.”

 Atcheson speaks out for 
honest auto repair shops, also.

 “You’ll get one that’s ripping 
people off, not actually chang-
ing people’s oil, just charging 
them,” he said, “but they’re not 
all bad eggs. It’s not a rule, just 
an exception.”

 Atcheson focuses on mar-
keting trends; what’s growing 
right now, what’s not going 
to work, and where trends are 
leading and why he thinks that. 
At the convention held at the 
Hilton Virginia Beach Ocean-
front hotel this past October 
22 through the 24, he was wel-
comed by some 200 attendees.

Born in at the Naval 
Hospital Portsmouth, 

now the Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth, Portsmouth, Va., 
Atcheson moved to Virginia 
Beach while he was still very 
young and his father was in the 
Navy. He still has family that 
live locally, allowing him fre-
quent visits from his Las Vegas 
suburb home in Henderson, 
Nev. His Virginia Beach fam-
ily members include a sister, a 
niece, an uncle, two grandpar-
ents, four aunts and nine cousins.

 “It was fabulous. I had a 
great time,” Atcheson said 
of his recent visit to Virginia 
Beach. “I love speaking and 
networking. I love Virginia 
Beach, the ocean, the peo-
ple.”

 Kenny Atcheson is the 
founder and president of Cre-
ative Profit Pros LLC and 
author of Marketing Battle-
ground: How to Deploy Un-
der-the-Radar Strategies to 
Explode Your Profits (avail-
able on Amazon and par-
ticipating book stores.) His 
marketing expertise has been 
displayed in more than 26 
association magazines and 
several nationally distributed 
publications, including re-
cently in The Virginian-Pilot. 
He teaches workshops and 
speaks at conventions around 
the country, offering several 
marketing and advertising 
programs and private con-
sulting. His website can be 
found at www.CreativeProf-
itPros.com. Kenny Atcheson 
can be reached at (702)992-
0825 or email at info@Mar-
ketingBattleground.com.

 Reach Courtney Wheeler at The-
VirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com.

         Kenny Atcheson.     The Tide heading west from Newtown Road. 
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Artist Profile

Eric Unser and one of his original paintings.

Eric Unser

 By Brian Murden

Eric Unser grew up on a farm in 
Southampton County, Va., giving him 
an appreciation of nature, being sur-
rounded by woods, fields and wildlife. 
After high school, he attended Virginia 
Tech, studying architecture. But after 
painting his first oil painting he was 
hooked, and realized that he needed to 
switch his major to art. 

After graduating with a degree in 
fine art in 1977, Unser finally found the 
perfect job for him as scenic artist at the 
Christian Broadcasting Network in Vir-
ginia Beach. Eric also excels at faux-fin-
ishes and his work can be seen in many 
homes and businesses in Hampton 
Roads.

In the last few years, Unser has got-
ten back to his first love- painting on 

"I guess we have a pioneer spirit, after 
our do-it-yourself wedding,” said Unser. 
“I built a trailer and pulled our belong-
ings, behind my work van, to Colorado; 
didn't know a soul out there, just knew 
we wanted to see the Rockies."

Eric has worked in graphic art and in 
construction, he has managed newspa-
per carriers and started playing bass gui-
tar in bands. His wife took them on trips 

canvas. His paintings are sold through 
galleries in Norfolk, Richmond and at 
Beach Gallery on Laskin Road, as well 
as at art shows and on his website: eri-
cunser.com.

Unser lives in the city’s Great Neck 
area with his wife of 27 years, Brenda. 
They met at Virginia Tech and together 
had three children, all born at home, not 
in a hospital.

all over the world through her businesçs, 
so he has lots of photo references from 
which to draw. He is happy with his art, 
music, cabinet-making, home remodel-
ing, faux-finishing, scenic art, farming 
and landscaping. He also lifts weights 
three days a week and runs eight miles 
a day, he said.

 Brian Murden owns and operates 
Beach Gallery, Virginia Beach, Va.

Great Neck resident and artist Eric Unser grew up in the country observing nature
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SILVER DOLLARS*.................*Paying 2,000% of Face Value for Silver Dollars Fine+
$20 & UP$$ …………………………………..1878 -1904 1921-1935 Slightly less

Silver Eagle Coins & Collectibles 

Lynnhaven North Shopping Center, 2724 N Mall Dr., Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
1-757- 351-1105 | silvereaglecoinsva.com

WANTED 

ALL TYPES OF US CURRENCY

GOLD, SILVER &   

PLATINUM IN ANY FORM: 

JEWELRY, WATCHES, RINGS,  

BRACELETS, ETC. YOU WARN YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT STRANGERS? SO WHY WOULD YOU SELL YOUR FAMILY HEIRLOOMS  
IN A HOTEL, REFINER, MAIL, WANNABE COIN DEALER OR PAWN STORE? COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

G E T  C A S H  N O W ! !  N O B O D Y  P A Y S  M O R E !

LESS THAN 75 SHOPPING DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS!

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY • WALK-INS WELCOME BANK & HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE FOR LARGE ESTATES

WANTED 
ALL TYPES OF US CURRENCY

Mint & Proof Sets & All 

Other Coins Platinum, Gold, 

Silver & Copper Collections, 

Accumulations & Hordes

We buy Diamonds and Jewelry!
Watches from: Rolex • Tiffany • Patek • Philippe 

• Corum • Cartier • Le Coultre • Piaget • IWC  
• Panerai • Hublot • Audermars Piguet • 

Blancpain • Vacheron Constantin

POCKET KNIVES • SWORDS • DAGGERS • 
VINTAGE CIGARETTE LIGHTERS • VINTAGE PENS 
DIAMOND STUDS, RINGS AND LOOSE DIAMONDS
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Continued from Page 1
Murden. His father ran a garage and 
was part-owner and manager of the 
tackle shop at the Virginia Beach 
Fishing pier, he said.

“He (dad) had MS,” Murden said. 
“There was a big metal pipe that you 
used to cross over to get to the pier, 
and eventually he just couldn’t get 
across it anymore.”

Murden’s mother, a stay-at-home 
mom, was also a substitute teacher at 
W. T. Cooke Elementary School at 
the Oceanfront in Virginia Beach.

Murden, and his wife, Sara Mur-
den, a third grade teacher at Linkhorn 
Park Elementary School in Virginia 
Beach, have lived at their current res-
idence in Princess Anne Hills for 12 
years.

“We’re all pretty much local,” 
Murden said, “except my mother 
was from Knotts Island, so I’ve got a 
little Carolina blood in me!”

Military - Veterans Day

Up Close with Brian Murden

Virginia Beach was recently no-
tified by Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Robert McDonald that for the 
seventh year in a row, the city was 
selected as a designated regional site 
for the observance of Veterans Day 
by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs’ Veterans Day National Com-
mittee. Virginia Beach was one of 
more than 51 designated sites nation-
wide, and the only site recognized in 
Virginia.

Each year, the Veterans Day Na-
tional Committee reviews submis-
sions from across the nation that 
represent fitting tributes to America’s 
heroes. This is the seventh year that 
Virginia Beach applied on behalf 
of the Hampton Roads Council of 
Veterans Organizations, which has 

hosted the annual Veterans Day parade 
and ceremony, on behalf of Southside 
Hampton Roads, including Chesa-
peake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk 
and Virginia Beach, since 1970. 

 “We are very proud to once again 
be recognized by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs’ Veterans Day Na-
tional Committee,” said Michael 
Maliniak, president of the Hampton 
Roads Council of Veterans Organiza-
tions (HRCVO) and event coordinator. 
“Our Veterans Day activities, especial-
ly the support provided by the many 
organizations that participate and assist 
with the events, provide a unique op-
portunity to show our appreciation for 
the sacrifices our Veterans have made 
to maintain the freedoms that we enjoy 
in our nation.” 

This year’s parade, co-sponsored 
by the National Sojourners, Inc., will 
be held Wednesday, Nov. 11 starting at 
9 a.m., along Atlantic Avenue, begin-
ning at 16th Street and ending in front 
of the Tidewater Veterans Memorial, 
1000 19th Street. It will include mil-
itary units from the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard 
that represent the 12 military installa-
tions across the region. Veterans from 
Pearl Harbor, World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, Desert Storm, Desert Shield, 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Endur-
ing Freedom will participate, as well as 
several Tidewater municipal and vet-
erans support organizations, including 
local high school bands and Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout troops. 

The Veterans Day Parade is sanc-

tioned by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs National Veterans Day Com-
mittee and the Mayors of Chesapeake, 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk and Vir-
ginia Beach who sign a proclamation 
resolving that “citizens, businesses and 
organizations demonstrate due appre-
ciation, admiration and respect for all 
veterans who have served our great 
nation.”

A formal ceremony that includes 
military, federal, state and local dig-
nitaries will be held following the pa-
rade at 11 a.m. at the Tidewater Veter-
ans Memorial, located on 19th Street 
across from the Virginia Beach Con-
vention Center. Immediately follow-
ing the ceremony, a luncheon honor-
ing Veterans is held at the Doubletree 
Hotel.

Secretary McDonald notifies city that for 7th year, it’s a regional Veterans Day site 
Parade set for Wednesday, Nov. 11 starting at 9 a.m., along Atlantic Avenue, beginning at  
16th Street and ending in front of the Tidewater Veterans Memorial, 1000 19th Street

He and his wife have two children, 
Chrissy, 26, and Martin, 24.

Chrissy works at Maersk Shipping, 
in Norfolk, lives in the city’s Great 
Neck area and graduated from James 
Maddison University, in Harrisonburg, 
Va. She also has a six-year-old daugh-
ter named Rylan. Martin works in 
commercial real estate and graduated 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Wilmington, N.C. campus.

Murden also has a brother, Steven 
Murden, who lives in Richmond, Va., 
and is retired from head of the Cabell 
Library at Richmond’s Virginia Com-
monwealth University.

Murden graduated from First Colo-
nial High School in 1973. His first job 
was at a Be-Lo grocery store when he 
was still in high school.

“That was a fun job,” he remem-
bers.

While in high school, Murden was 
mostly into sports, hunting, fishing and 

surfing.
“Basically anything outdoors,” he 

said.
Despite his fondness for sports, he 

didn’t play any until he got into col-
lege, where he played soccer.

Murden attended High Point Col-
lege, in High Point, N.C., for two 
years, from 1974 until 1975, though 
now he is unsure what for, he joked.

“I was wasting a lot of money at 
the time,” Murden said, “going for my 
bachelor’s degree more than likely.”

During those two years, Murden 
held a job one night a week at a desk 
company, he said.

Prior to his current position as own-
er and president of Beach Gallery, he 
worked for the city of Virginia Beach 
as a surveyor.

“I knew the city inside and out,” he 
said.

After that, Murden had his own 
landscaping business for two to three 

years.
In August of 1979, Beach Gallery 

opened.
“It didn’t take a lot to start back 

then,” Murden said. “We were able to 
just buy equipment and start for under 
$5,000.” 

Initially, Beach Gallery was much 
more than it is today, Murden said. It 
even went by a different name, Just 
Fiddlin Around.

“We did a little bit of everything,” 
Murden said, “from building furniture, 
to screen printing, knick-knacks, you 
name it.”

In the beginning, he had a partner, 
Skipper Etheridge.

“He was a good guy,” he said. 
“When he handed the business over 
to me, I made it a little more sophis-
ticated.” 

Beach Gallery originally opened at 
310 30th Street at the Oceanfront, in 
Murden’s old family home.

“My parents owned the building,” 
he said, “so rent payment was good.”

About 16 years later, he moved a 
block over to his current location at 
313 Laskin Road.

Beach Gallery has about 2,500 
square feet of space, two full-time 
employees and one part-time one. 
It offers fine art and picture framing. 
Murden also offers personalized ex-
periences for all “framing and fine art 
needs,” he said.

“I enjoy working with my hands 
and wood and colors,” he said. “We 
do a lot of museum quality conserva-
tion work.”

It houses more than 200 pieces of 
artwork, from the walls to the print 
bins, and features dozens of artists.

“Sometimes, I’ll see an artist I like 
at shows,” Murden said, “but a lot of 
times they come to me, or by word-
of-mouth.”

Continues on Page 11
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1104 Green Run Square,
Va Beach, VA 23452

(757)301-6500

Eve Colón, Owner

www.evehairstudiova.com

*Walk-ins Accepted Until 4 p.m. Each Day.

Oil and filter for life • State inspections for life • Parts and service guarantee for life • Towing for life

Many More Certifi ed Vehicles Available!
HOT SUMMER SAVINGS! TAKE $500 MORE OFF THE NOW-LISTED SUN PRICES!

110 South Independence Boulevard • Virginia Beach, VA 23462 
1-757-648-1911 • Next to Town Center • www.prioritycertified.com

SunShine Girl

Up Close with Brian Murden

Continued from Page 10
The types of artwork Beach Gallery is 
host to varies greatly, from impression-
istic to modern.

“We have everything from posters 
to Picassos,” Murden said.

Murden is proud of the work he 
does with the framing, however he is 
not an artist, he said.

“I can pick out colors all day long,” 
he said, “but I can’t draw. That is defi-
nitely a talent I do not have.”

But he does appreciate other peo-
ple’s talents, and the ability to have fun 
working with his artists and serving his 
customers.

“I enjoy working with people,” he 
said. “You see a lot of nice art come 
through the door, but I really enjoy 
working with people.”

Business at Beach Gallery is strong 
business, though the framing industry 
is not in its peak anymore, Murden 
said. 

“We could be busier,” he said. 
“We’ve slowed down in the last eight 
years or so. With the economy the way 
it is, framing is not at the top of peo-
ple’s necessity ladder.”

Beach Gallery had a second lo-
cation, Beach Gallery II, at Marina 

Shores near Shore Drive, a while ago. 
However, it only stayed open for two 
years because of the issues with him 
having to be in two places at once, 
Murden said. As of right now, Murden 
has no plans to add another location.

The gallery has not been the center 
of his whole life, however. Murden 
used to watch surf contests with his 
son, he and his wife did a lot of travel 
soccer with their kids and he used to 
love to play tennis.

When he is not working at the 
gallery now, Murden is into the stock 
market.

As far as being a business owner 
goes, Murden has his own “secrets to 
success.”

“Honesty,” he said. “Being fair 
and honest and trying to create a good 
product.”

To contact Brian Murden call 
(757)428-3726; fax (757)428-3497 or 
call toll free (877)4283726. Email at 
beachgallery@verizon.net. 

Beach Gallery is located at 313 
Laskin Road, Site 104, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia 23451. The hours are Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and closed 
Sunday.

Virginia Beach natives Nathan and 
Jade Bolling reside in the city’s Great 
Neck area and recently celebrated their 
seventh wedding anniversary. They 
enjoy traveling, hosting dinners at their 
house with friends, spending time out-
doors and riding their bicycles.

 Jade teaches fashion and marketing 
at Frank W. Cox High School, which 
also happens to be her alma mater. She 
grew up in the Great Neck area and 
attended Virginia Tech, where she ma-
jored in fashion merchandising, before 
working as a production manager for 
an apparel manufacturer. She found 
her calling in teaching after attending 
Old Dominion University to receive 

her master’s degree in marketing ed-
ucation. 

She enjoys being an Operation 
Smile Club sponsor, helping to raise 
awareness and donations. She also 
dedicates time to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society and the Alzhei-
mer’s Association.

Her husband, Nathan, grew up in 
Sandbridge and attended Kellam High 
School. He played tennis at Virginia 
Wesleyan College and James Madison 
University, where he studied sociology 
and psychology. A tennis instructor at 
Princess Anne Country Club, he as-
sists in advanced junior development, 
planning and organizing various ju-

niors training and events. When he 
is not working, he enjoys surfing and 
playing on tennis leagues with his twin 
brother.

 Jade and Nathan look forward to 
growing their family in the future and 

enjoying many sunny years in Virginia 
Beach with family and friends. 

Information and photos from  
Stevenson’s Modeling Agency,  
Virginia Beach,Va.

Jade Bolling is a Cox High School teacher and Great Neck  
resident; she is celebrating seventh wedding anniversary

Jade and her husband, Nathan,  
at a tennis match.

SunShine Girl Jade Bolling

Sunshine Girl Jade Bolling
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Leisure Thanksgiving

The YMCA of South Hampton 
Roads recently opened its latest fam-
ily center, the Princess Anne Fami-
ly YMCA, featuring nearly 50,000 
square feet and located at 2121 Land-
stown Road.

 Through a community partner-
ship with Tide Swimming, the Prin-
cess Anne Family YMCA features a 
50-meter outdoor lap pool. The indoor 
pool is a zero-entry pool and has a 
warm water walking track (the vor-

tex) as well as a two-flume waterslide 
and splash pad features. There is also 
space for water exercise classes. 

 Trinity Church also partnered with 
the Y, and will use the gymnasium for 
church services beginning November 
22. Church members will have private 
access to the facility prior to 1 p.m., on 
Sundays. 

 The Princess Anne Family YMCA 
has three studios for group exercise 
classes: a group exercise room, mind 

and body room and a cycling room. 
A variety of classes are scheduled 
throughout the day, seven days a 
week. This family center offers pro-
grams including youth sports, teen 
leaders club, parents morning/night 
out, active older adults, home-school 
PE and various family activities and 
events. 

It opens Monday through Friday, 5 
a.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and Sundays, 1 to 7 p.m. 

The new Princess Anne Family YMCA features an outdoor 50-meter swimming pool.

New Princess Anne Family YMCA 
open, has 50-meter outdoor pool

Continued from Page 2
such as warm, baked apples, mashed potatoes to make your mouth 
water or even sweet and crunchy baby gherkin pickles. Whatever 
the feast may present, everybody will probably leave the table satis-
fied and full, all before 5 p.m., usually.

After the main feast has slowly faded away, it’s time to unleash 
the pies. Pies of all sorts are welcome on Thanksgiving. Typically 
there’s old faithful pumpkin pie, its cousin, sweet-potato pie and a 
vast array of dessert pies such as decadent chocolate cream pie or 
cinnamon apple pie.

Thanksgiving brings with it images of cornucopias filled to the 
brim with autumn gourds of various shapes, sizes and colors. These 
are the gifts of fall, lending themselves to the splendor of the hol-
iday. Thanksgiving truly is a day to appreciate the season and the 
things and people that are a part of the festive holiday season.

Thanksgiving just wouldn’t be “Thanksgiving!” without the 
prodigal turkey. The turkey has come to represent Thanksgiving 
over time, due to the fact that it is such a widely served staple at the 
dinner table. Turkeys are everywhere in November, on television, 
on store windows, on school bulletin boards and classroom walls, 
and all over Facebook feeds!

There are cute turkeys, cartoon turkeys, hand-drawn turkeys, 
realistic turkeys, cooked turkeys, raw turkeys, talking turkeys and 
turkeys that go “Gobble, gobble.” It’s turkeys galore all November 
long! Before you know it, there could be turkeys parading up and 
down the Oceanfront’s boardwalk in protest of all this madness. The 
people, however, just can’t seem to get enough of it.

Be warned: this holiday opens the floodgates for all things Christ-
mas, as soon as the sun sets on Thanksgiving Day. Black Friday 
rears its chaotic head before the crack of dawn the following day, 
though it is an extremely anticipated event by most of the nation. 
Black Friday keeps in the spirit of the holiday with the excitement 
it brings.

When Thanksgiving arrives this year, families gather around 
their livings rooms, kitchens, and the homes of loved ones, thankful 
for all that you have. It is a time of year to eat food, be merry and 
count blessings.

Reach Courtney Wheeler at TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com.
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Scott Barney in the Sunshine

Continued from Page 1

retriever, Holly, in tow.
 He gazes pensively at the waves 

as they crash upon the shore.
 The sea-breeze whispers salty, 

sweet serenity into his ears.
 Inside Scott Barney’s brain, 

though, turn the gears of a well-re-
fined lawyer.

 “What drew me to law is I like 
to help people and I’m a talker,” 
said Barney. “I can help people and 
being a lawyer allows me to use 
my voice.”

 Barney, a trial attorney, lives in 
Virginia Beach, at the Oceanfront.

 “I was born and raised here,” he 
said. “Outside of the seven years 
I left to go to school, I’ve lived 
here my whole life. I love Virginia 
Beach.”

 His clientele reaches far and 
wide across the state, he said. 
Though Virginia Beach is his home 
town and base of operations, with 

his only office located on Laskin 
Road, Barney practices throughout 
the entire Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia. He also handles cases in northeast-
ern North Carolina.

 At any given time, he could be han-
dling in upwards of 45 to 60 clients.

 “I can handle a large volume of cli-
ents,” Barney said. “And I represent a 
lot of Service Members.”

 A member of the Virginia State Bar, 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, and the Virginia Trial 
Lawyers Association, Barney practices 
in a variety of legal service areas.

 “My expertise is in plaintiff personal 
injury, criminal defense, traffic defense 
and collections. The majority of what I 
do is litigate & negotiate,” Barney said. 
“I’m a courtroom attorney, only when I 
need to be.”

 Barney, 35, is a third generation 
Virginia attorney, following his father, 
Michael Barney, and grandfather, Jack 
Barney, who passed away before Scott 
was born.

 Barney’s mother, Roslyn Barney, is 
a retired teacher.

 He, his parents, and brother, Jason, 
are all still residents of the Resort City.

 Barney lived in Kempsville for the 
first 15 years of his life and is a 1998 
Norfolk Academy graduate.

 While in high school, he enjoyed 
playing golf and worked for the Hell’s 
Point Golf Club near Sandbridge. Prior 
to that job, Barney worked as a camp 
counselor at a summer camp in Penn-
sylvania from age 13 until he was 16.

 Once he was 17, he held his position 
at Hell’s Point until he was 20. Once he 
started college, he still worked there 
when he was home on holiday.

 Barney graduated from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, College Park, 
Md., and the Robert H. Smith School 
of Business in 2002 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Marketing and Lo-
gistics, Transportation & Supply Chain 
Management. In 2005, he continued his 
education at Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity’s Shepard Broad Law Center, in 

Fort Lauderdale-Davie, Florida, attain-
ing his Juris Doctor.

 “The reason why I went to law 
school,” Barney said, “was to be able to 
return to my area and help the general 
public with their legal issues.”

 Barney is a sole practitioner, en-
abling him to give more personalized 
attention to each of his clients.

 “I handle all cases from start to 
finish,” Barney said. “You actually get 
to speak with me, meet with me, and I 
handle everything in the file myself.”

 Though his office has business 
hours, Barney tries to be as accessible 
to his clients as he can.

 “I’m available, even on nights and 
weekends,” Barney said, “for consulta-
tions and general legal advice.”

 He is a former member of and is A+ 
accredited by the Virginia Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

 “I support all local business,” he 
said.

 Though working for himself “24/7, 
365,” as he describes his work sched-

ule, doesn’t leave much time for re-
laxation, Barney tries to find time to 
watch and play sports, particularly 
football and basketball, as well as 
spend time with his family.

 “I love going to the beach,” he 
said. “I learned how to longboard 
when I moved back here and I love 
walking my dog, Holly, on the beach 
or at Seashore State Park.”

 When it comes down to it, Barney 
says he enjoys his job, and, of course, 
being home in Virginia Beach.

 “I got into the area of law,” Bar-
ney said, “in order to help the general 
public with their legal issues in my 
hometown of Virginia Beach, Virginia.”

Scott R. Barney, Esq. can be reached 
at his office, located at 1206 Laskin 
Road, Suite 201J, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia 23451.Office hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.. Of-
fice phone: 1-757-965-7200; emergency 
phone: 1-757-641-5003. Email:srb.bar-
neylaw@gmail.com. Website: scottbar-
neylaw.com.

SunShine Guyxxx

Living just two blocks from the 
ocean in the city’s Old Beach section, 
Detroit native Jeff Klemmer is a mili-
tary veteran, having spent 24 years in 
the United States Marine Corps before 
retiring. 

Along the way, he earned a bache-
lor’s of science and a master’s degree 
from California-based Trident Univer-
sity International. He has traveled all 
over the world, but has always liked 
the Virginia Beach area. 

“I have always enjoyed Virginia 
Beach and knew years ago that Virgin-
ia Beach was where I wanted to live 
once I retired,” he said.

He said being so close to the beach 
is like having an extension of his yard. 

“I jump in the water before work al-

most every morning,” he said. “What 
better way to start the day?” 

Klemmer started acting and mod-
eling just over two years ago and has 
appeared in about dozen television 
shows and films. He has also been an 
endurance athlete and runner much of 
his life and is currently the head coach 
of the cross country and track teams 
at Cape Henry Collegiate School, lo-
cated on Mill Dam Road in Virginia 
Beach’s Great Neck area. 

“I have always enjoyed running 
and competing, and being around such 
a fantastic group of talented kids keeps 
me honest,” he said. “I try to be a posi-
tive influence for them and show them 
that sometimes hard work and fun can 
go hand- -in-hand.”

Klemmer also works at a Virginia 
Beach non-profit organization that 
helps at-risk youth. 

“I enjoy working with young 
adults,” he said. “There is so much po-
tential there, I feel as though many kids 
just need some mentoring and a push 
in the right direction.”

Klemmer has three children: Tyler, 
an oceanfront lifeguard, recently be-
gan a modeling career; Carylise is in 
her first year at Virginia Tech; and Jor-
dan, in her sophomore year, is a varsity 
swimmer. 

Information and photos from Ste-
venson’s Modeling Agency, Virginia 
Beach, Va., owned by Virginia Beach 
resident Darlene Stevenson. 

Old Beach resident Jeff Klemmer 
is Cape Henry Collegiate’s track  
and cross country head coach

Head coach Jeff Klemmer “thinks pink” 
for breast cancer awareness, along with 

members of Cape Henry Collegiate  
School’s cross country team.

 Virginia Beach residents who paid 
a $2 city fee when transferring their 
DMV registration of a motor vehicle 

anytime within the last six years may 
qualify for a refund.

For decades taxpayers in Virginia 
Beach were required to register their 
personal property for taxation by the 
purchase of a city decal. 

The city annually charged a $20-
25 fee for a new city decal to display 
on the windshields of taxpayers motor 
vehicles. 

If a taxpayer needed a replacement 
decal because a car was repaired or re-
placed, a $2 transfer fee was charged.

The $2 city fee was removed when 
the city eliminated the decal and tran-
sitioned to the Local Vehicle Registra-
tion (LVR) program with DMV. 

However, the $2 city fee has been 
mistakenly charged with the $2 DMV 
registration transfer fee.

Locals may qualify for  
$2 DMV fee refund
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P L A Z A  A Z T E C A  :  Y O U R  S H O R T C U T  T O  M E X I C O !
1824 Laskin Road | Virginia Beach, Va 23454  • 757.425.1676 for Takeout •  www.plazaazteca.com

T r y  O u r  F a b u l o u s  F r e s h   T a b l e  S i d e  G u a c a m o l e

DINNER
$5 OFF

 Any purchase of 2 meals & 2 drinks 
Not valid with other offers. Limit one couple per table.  

Monday-Thursday; dine-in only

LUNCH
$4 OFF

 Any purchase of 2 meals & 2 drinks 
Not valid with other offers. Limit one couple per table.  

Monday-Thursday; dine-in only

M O N D AY - T H U R S D AY  1 1 A M  T O  1 0 P M  •  F R I D AY  1 1 A M  T O  1 1 P M  •  S AT U R D AY :  1 2 P M  -  1 1 P M  •  S U N D AY  1 2 P M  T O  9 : 3 0 P M

Enjoy a cold beverage and sports at our 
spacious bar!

Enjoy a LIVE MARIACHI BAND every other 
Wednesday from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy one of our hot, delicious meals seven 
days a week!

3139 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA, 23451• 1.757.481.9863

If you want a taste of Shore Drive, a taste of history, seafood done the way 
seafood should be, you'll want to stop by Charlie's Seafood for a bite. It's not just 

tradition, it's your Virginia Beach heritage! - Donald Edwards

Visit us at: www.tripadvisor.com • www.yelp.com • 
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