
By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

Public and legal questions continue 
swirling around Mayor Will Sessoms’ 
votes on City Council issues involving de-
velopers and financial loans to customers 
of TowneBank. 

A special prosecutor is investigating 
Sessoms relative to the numerous votes he 
cast, while as mayor and a bank employee, 
that possibly helped local businesspeople 
who borrowed more than $140 million 
from TowneBank. A recent investigation 
by the regional daily newspaper, The Vir-
ginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va., reveals that Ses-
soms, in his role as mayor, may have voted 
favorably on dozens of items involving de-
velopments financed by the bank that may 
have benefitted bank customers. The story 
about the investigation runs daily on the 
newspaper’s website and concludes that 
the votes may violate the mayor’s promise 
“not to let his duties to the bank conflict 
with his public obligations” and, may vi-
olate state conflict-of-interest laws. He has 
since resigned from his duties at the bank. 

Sessoms, contacted at his city office 
recently, said through his representative, 
Debbie Collins, that he preferred not to 
comment on the investigations. Sessoms is 
up for re-election in 2016 and has not said 
publicly if he plans to run.

“I don’t choose to comment on any of 
this,” Sessoms said, through Collins.

Due to the investigations’ sensitive and 
possible criminal nature, public officials are 
understandably hesitant to publicly discuss it.

“I don’t want to discuss it,” said Vice 
Mayor Louis Jones, representing the 
city’s Bayside District. “I’m not involved 
in it. I have no knowledge of it, and I don’t 
want to discuss it.”

Councilman James Wood, represent-
ing the Lynnhaven District, said, “I don’t 
choose to comment on any of this.”

Other council members publicly ex-
pressed confidence in Sessoms. 

Continues on Page 9
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Special Report: Heroic pit bull Sheek takes five bullets and quickly dies protecting Lynnhaven family from violent home invaders

Ashe Lee Downed describes terrifying night when three armed intruders tried to steal money;  
Beach police are asking for the public’s assistance in solving unsettling neighborhood crime
By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

It was a quiet night, the Monday after 
Christmas, just after 10 p.m. Ashe Lee 
Downey had just gotten home from work. 
She was in her bedroom that night with her 
husband, the couple’s three-year-old pit 
bull, their Chihuahua and a pit bull puppy.

That’s when the quiet of the night was 
disrupted. The Downeys heard screams 
from another part of the house, where their 
roommate and his girlfriend were.

“We just heard men yelling, ‘Give me 
money,’” she said.

Their roommate later told the Downeys 
that the first man walked into the house, 
after breaking through the front door, 
pointed a gun at him and told him to get 
down, Downey told a local television re-
porter. That’s when another man walked 
in with another gun. Three home invaders 
made their roommate get on the floor and 
hit him in the back of the head with one 
of the guns.

Two of the men were dressed all in 
gray, she said. The other man was dressed 
in all black. She said neither she nor her 
husband knew what was happening. They 

feared the worst, she said. They looked 
at each other and decided to send Sheek, 
their three-year-old pit, into the other 
room, hoping he would scare the criminals 
away.

“We had no idea who was out there,” 
she said. “We’d never been in such a sit-
uation. They just kept yelling, ‘give us 
the money.’ ” “As soon 
as he took off around the 
corner and down the hall-
way, shots were fired,” 
Downey said. “I believe 
around five shots.”

Sheek had never 
shown any aggression to 
any human or animal, she 
said. He greeted friends 
and strangers alike with a 
sloppy kiss. She’s uncer-
tain what they expected 
him to do in such a situa-
tion. He rounded the wall 
at the hallway from their bedroom, circling 
the three men. That’s when one or more of 
them shot the family pet. When the gun-
fire stopped, she heard more screams. This 
time she went to see what happened.

“I see my couch flipped over and my 
DVDs knocked on the floor,” she said. 
“My dog was just lying there, grasping for 
his last few breaths.”

All five of the bullets the men shot went 
into the dog, and he died almost immedi-
ately. The men finally ran out of the house 
and the Downeys called the police. The 
suspects got away empty-handed. 

“The dog probably saved the lives of 
those people,” said Det. Thomas Kellogg, 
with the Virginia Beach Police Depart-
ment.

Meanwhile, Sheek, purchased off of 
E-Bay when the Downeys lived in Ne-
vada, has stepped into the ranks of a dog 
hero. Because some of the dogs can be 

known for aggression, pit bulls usually 
outnumber other breeds in animal shelters. 
But Downey said she knows pits as being 
sweet and protective.

“My husband and I both had them 
when we were growing up,” she said. “It 
was what we wanted.”

Sheek, white with brown spots, was a 
pretty popular boy. Friends, family and 
neighbors after he was killed contribut-
ed enough to have him cremated. The 
Downeys were also able to purchase pen-
dant urns where they keep some of his ash-
es. And they have a copy of his paw prints 

to remember him by.
“It’s been quiet around here since it 

happened,” said Downey. “But things 
have changed. We miss Sheek. We’re 
much more cautious. We’ve added extra 
security on all of our doors. You’ve got to 
move on.”

According to the Internet, a pit bull 
named D-Boy is known 
for taking three bullets 
to save his family from 
an intruder with a gun. 
Another one, Lilly, lost a 
leg after being struck by a 
freight train while pulling 
her unconscious owner 
from train tracks. Pete 
the Pup, from the Little 
Rascals, was one of the 
best known pits. Helen 
Keller’s constant com-
panion was a pit bull, and 
President Theodore Roo-

sevelt had a pit bull named “Pete.”

 There have been no arrests 
made, Kellogg said, and the 
crime is still being investigated. 
He said he feels that arrests will 
be made in the crime that hap-
pened in the Lynnhaven Mall 
area and asks that anyone with 
any kind of information about 
the incident call Crime Solvers at  
1-888-LOCK-U-UP. 

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@gmail.
com or at TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com. 

“The dog probably saved 
the lives of those people,” 
said Det. Thomas Kellogg, 

with the Virginia Beach  
Police Department.

Pit Bull Sheek and Ashe Lee Downed
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By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

Many years ago, in the tough neighbor-
hood of Harlem, in New York City, one 
man stood out as a community hero. He 
was a “beat cop,” Cliff Rice recalled.  He 
was known primarily for his thick crop of 
pure white hair, and the neighborhood kids 
called him “Whitey.”

The man was known 
for his friendly demean-
or and his caring attitude 
toward the children, said 
Rice, chairman of the 
Virginia Beach Human 
Rights Commission. 
Seven little boys who 
were growing up at that 
time still remember the 
man. Each of the boys 
grew up to be police of-
ficers.

Rice and his brother 
were two of the boys. 
Rice spent 23 years with 
the New York Police De-
partment and rose to the 
rank of executive officer 
to the chief of patrol at 
the New York depart-
ment.  A New York City 
native, he came to Hampton Roads when 
he retired from the department and moved 
with his wife to her native Virginia. He 
said he still misses a lot of things about his 
former home; other things he doesn’t miss.

“I miss the flavor of New York,” he 
said. “I don’t miss the weather or the noise. 
I miss the Broadway shows.”

And he misses his old friends, especial-
ly the man who took an interest in him and 
his friends on the streets of Harlem. 

“Whitey was just a young guy, a police 
officer we all looked up to,” said Rice. “He 
always took time to talk to us and to make 
sure we were doing all right.”

The man taught Rice one thing he’s al-
ways tried to take time to practice: “Look 
out for your community.”

And Rice wonders if his long-ago hero 

ever knew that all seven of his little friends 
back then all grew up to be police officers 
themselves.

That lesson in community spirit is one 
that Rice said he’s always tried to live by. 
When he moved to Hampton Roads from 
New York, he went to work as chief of po-
lice at Old Dominion University and spent 

17 years there. Now, at 74, he’s chairman 
of the Virginia Beach Human Rights 
Commission, a unique board of citizen 
volunteers sworn to help others bring at-
tention to their rights as citizens of the city.

Virginia Beach is the only locality in 

the region that has such a board, said Rice. 
He first became acquainted with and inter-
ested in it when it was organized in 1989 
by former Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera 
Oberndorf.

  “She was trying to put a voice 
together for the community,” he said. “I 
was at ODU at the time, and she wanted us 

to work with the Virginia 
Beach Police Depart-
ment when they had col-
lege-sponsored events at 
the beach. Mayor Obern-
dorf was very much into 
the community.”

The commission is 
designed to address the 
needs of any citizens 
who feel they’re being 
treated unfairly or that 
their concerns aren’t be-
ing addressed, Rice said.

“We had issues re-
garding the Muslim 
community,” he said. 
“It was brought to our 
attention.  Somebody 
from City Council is al-
ways there. We recently 
had a big forum on race 
relations. We had people 

come in to talk about the Redskins, about 
the name. The gay rights people came 
in. We talk about the kinds of things that 
are important. The commission is a place 
to have a voice and to have your voice 
heard.”

Rice is officially retired, but he stays 
busy with the commission.

“Sometimes, it takes some of us 
old-timers to teach the younger ones what 
they can do better,” he said. “Sometimes 
you have to tell some of the kids you want 
them to move on. They want to know why. 
You need to be able to tell them why.”

He plays golf and he’s active in his 
church. Between them, he and his wife 
have eight children and 14 grandchildren. 
Rice lives in the Kempsville community.

He likes to think that his old friend, 
Whitey, would be proud of what he does.

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@
gmail.com or at TheVirginiaBeachSun@
gmail.com. 

In the Sunshine: Virginia Beach Human Rights Commission Chairman Cliff Rice
A New York City native and Kempsville resident, bridges generations with his law enforcement  
background, bringing his human rights skills and sensibilities to the Beach community

“We had issues regarding the Muslim com-
munity. It was brought to our attention.  Some-

body from City Council is always there. We 
recently had a big forum on race relations. We 
had people come in to talk about the Redskins, 
about the name. The gay rights people came 
in. We talk about the kinds of things that are 

important. The commission is a place to have 
a voice and to have your voice heard.” –  

Virginia Beach Human Rights Commission 
Chairman Cliff Rice

Chairman Cliff Rice

Mayor Will Sessoms and HRC Chairman Cliff Rice at a recent event.
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Editor:

I am a 23-year volunteer at False Cape 
State Park in Virginia Beach and I was 
reading your story (Virginia wildlife offi-
cials working to keep feral hogs in North 
Carolina and away from Virginia Hogs, 
The Virginia Beach Sun, 
January, 2015) and you 
have a few things wrong. 

To begin with, the 
fence at the state line 
was put up not to keep 
the pigs out of Back Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
but to keep the ponies 
out of there because they 
do not want the ponies walking around 
in their park. I am sure you know of the 
story that came out about how the refuge 
trapped 16 ponies and sold them to people 
and after they got in trouble about that, the 
next time they trapped 15 more, the refuge 
just gave them away. This happened in the 
1990s. And, the fence is not in disrepair, 
because each time a tree does fall down 
on the fence the staff and volunteers from 
False Cape State Park (never anyone from 

the Wildlife Refuge) quickly repair it, al-
though we don’t mind having the ponies 
walking around in our park. 

For 20 some years our guests enjoyed 
seeing the ponies walking and eating there 
in the park. I have people every day ask 

me, “will we get to see some of the North 
Carolina ponies,” which I have to tell them 
“no!” because we had to put up a fence 
at the state line to keep them out of the 
wildlife refuge. In order to keep the pigs 
out you would need a fence down in the 
ground about four feet and it would need 
to be made of a thick metal, a lot thicker 
than the rove wire fence that is there today. 

Do you think the pigs can jump six feet 

into the air? Is that why they went to the 
expense of putting up an eight-foot fence? 
Think about it, pigs can dig into the ground 
and this fence stops at the ground and in 
some places it is right above the ground, if 
the ground is not level. I have walked the 

fence many times 
and for a fence that 
is in the woods, it 
has stood up very 
good the past 12 or 
so years that it has 
been up. 

There are three 
holes under the fence 
that the animals dug 
and are used on a dai-

ly basis by coyotes, fox, bobcats, raccoon 
and yes, pigs. The only way to stop this 
is to put a ring in each pig’s nose, which 
is impossible to do, or kill all the pigs. I 
am not sure why the wildlife officials are 
concerned about the fence because they 
have just about got rid of all their pigs and 
the hunters hardly ever kill one during the 
hunt in October, which they talked about 
stopping after this year. We only had four 

days of hunting in 2014 where we normal-
ly have two weeks. 

The number of hunters has declined 
greatly in the past six or seven years in the 

refuge but not in the state park, because 
90 percent of the hunters are not hunting 
deer, but they come from all over to shoot 
the pigs, which is about the only place that 
you can hunt them on the east coast. If they 
ever do stop the hunt because the pigs are 
eliminated, I think you would only have 
no more than 20 hunters to help keep the 
deer population down and this would not 
be good for the deer. Not like the Back 
Bay spokeswoman who did not want to be 
identified, my name is:

Bruce Julian
Portsmouth, Va.
Jan. 28, 2015

Letter to the editor 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge fence not meant to keep hogs out, but to keep the ponies out

Letters Welcome!
Send letters to the editor, 

along with complete name 
and phone number for  

verification, to:
TheVirginiaBeachSun@

gmail.com or to:
The Virginia Beach Sun, 
P.O. Box 5103, Virginia 

Beach, VA, 23471.

The number of hunters has declined greatly in the past 
six or seven years in the refuge, but not in the state park, 
because 90 percent of the hunters are not hunting deer, 
but they come from all over to shoot the pigs, which is 

about the only place that you can hunt them on the  
East Coast. – Bruce Julian
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February Special Days to Remember

Happy Black History Month  Month of Feb.

Happy Valentines Day February 14

Happy Presidents Day  February 16

Happy Ash Wednesday  February 18

Happy Lunar New Year  February 19
$25 Dollars o�
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Dragon Force National Karate Demo Team

Ryoshin-Kan Karate School

Sensei Tim Thompson
8th Dan Master Instructor

Ryoshin-Kan 
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Home of the Dragon Force
National Karate Demo Team
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Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

ryoshin-kan@juno.com
www.dragonforcekarate.com

(757) 468-1643

Creative Corner: “Snow Flakes” by Linda Keener

“A Flash of Brilliance” by Randall Jordan

They sometimes flutter as they fall,

It seems they dance and entertain.

Each is a lovely work of art,

And no two are the same.

When on the ground they form a whole,

Which we regard in various ways.

We ride sleds, build snowmen and ski,

And welcome snow with joy and praise.

But as we skid, or skip and fall,

We suddenly dislike these flakes.

Are they a blessing or a pain?

It depends on what view point we take.

Like snowflakes, we are all unique.

Like them, we join to form a whole.

Is this a force for good or ill?

It’s up to us, what is our goal?

Unlike the snow, we have free will;

Each day we choose which way to go. 

We should choose wisely, then stand firm.

And not be driven like the snow.

Submit personal creative writing, to be considered for publication in The Virginia Beach Sun, to TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.
com. Please include any accompanying art work, complete name, section of the city in which you live, and daytime telephone 

number. For more information call 1-757-363-7866 (SUNN).

Sunset on the water; what a glorious sight!

From God, a flash of brilliance, leading us into the night;

the still waters like a mirror, reflecting colors all around,

gathering beauty from the fading sunlight, spreading it neatly across the sound!

Stark against a colorful backdrop, from the shore a dock crawls out,

a dark streak on a bright canvas; but a whisper, against a shout!

Thank you, Lord, for providing such beauty: Another lesson for our soul, 

Reminding us every evening, of Your love that keeps us whole!



Page 6 www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.comTheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Book Your Next
Private Event With Us!

Rehearsal Dinners, Company Parties,
Birthdays, Retirements etc.

Best Oysters
Rockefeller & Finest

Seafood In Town
THE BEST RIBS

IN TOWN!
CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

By Randall Jordan
Arts Writer

Jill Eulo is an artist of divine provi-
dence and direction, in all her artistic 
endeavors. A Chic’s Beach resident, 
her passion has been to create, and four 
years ago her husband, Mark, asked 
her to create a painting for a ministry 
in which they are involved. Mark has 
since been her greatest supporter and 
has afforded her every opportunity to 
continue doing what she loves to do. 

As a children's ministry director, she 
created vacation bible school decora-
tions which involved the total transfor-
mation of their church sanctuary and 
Sunday School classrooms. That was 
when Jill decided that she genuinely en-
joyed using the creative gifts and talents 
God had given her. Now, she has been 
called to manifest His gift, in her life, 
through fine arts painting. 

Jill knows that each image has the 
"Hand of God" all through it and be-

lieves it is God's Spirit that guides her 
hand as she paints. What He puts on her 
heart makes her canvasses come to life. 
"Each one has its own design, expression, 
and spiritual meaning, as all are inspired 
messages received from God,” she said. 
“Some are messages received through the 
spirit given to others, and then relayed to 
me, while other paintings are a reflection 
of an event or place I have been. Life and 
creation are a gift, and being able to put it 
on canvas is a gift given to me." 

Currently Jill has a painting class she 
does at the KROC center in Norfolk the 
last Saturday of the month. She is also 
seeking out events, venues and clients 
where she can do more painting parties 
and lessons. Here is the interview:

Where were you born? "I was born in 
Pequannock, N.J. in 1964, and moved 
around for many years with my family. 
We moved to Virginia Beach in 2010; this 
where I met and married my biggest sup-
porter, Mark. He inspired me to paint and 
continue painting. He saw something in 

my work that I didn't and helped me to be 
where I am today."

Did art play a significant role in young-
er years; what forms did it take? "Growing 
up I enjoyed pencil drawings of cartoons 
and landscapes. It's no wonder I still enjoy 
painting landscapes. As an adult I was a 
pre-school teacher for over 20 years and 
had to create with kids as well as back-
drops for special events and plays. Moving 
to Virginia I began to explore my gifts and 
talents to create on canvas, glass, wood 
and anything I could get my hands on to 
paint."

Tell me about your family. "I have two 
brothers who are older than I. My oldest 
brother is retired Coast Guard and my oth-
er brother is a carpenter/artist. My moth-
er lives in Florida with my grandmother, 
who’s 98 years old. I have two children 
by a previous marriage, who are 26 and 
27 years old. I am blessed to have four 
step-children and a three-year-old grand-
son. In Virginia Beach I reconnected with 
a family member that I hadn't seen in 25 

years, Stephanie G., which is one reason I 
decided to move to Virginia as well as one 
of my closest friends from High School 
(in New Jersey). I feel extremely blessed 
to have made the decision to move to Vir-
ginia Beach and begin a new chapter in my 
life."

Any artistic backgrounds with any of 
your family members, and what kind? 
"My younger brother has been an artist 
for 40 years and has painted many oil 
landscapes and actually has a sculpture 
that was in the Newark Art Museum, N.J. 
My creativity, I believe, comes from my 
family members, like my brother and my 
cousin. He recently created an oil painting 
for my husband and one of our wedding 
picture. My cousin, Stephanie, creates 
backdrops for plays, many of which were 
in Salem High School, and the academy. 
She and I will be working on a play in 
March, "Unveiling the Son of Man: The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ; Part 1," written 
by my husband, Mark, at the Tidewater 
Christian Fellowship Church. I am excited 
that Stephanie and I will be working on the 
set design together."

Is art your main income and if not what 
else do you do? "I would love for art to 
be my main source of income. I created 
a business plan to begin doing art classes, 

parties, showers and kids’ events called 
“Painters Ball.” The concept is, if you 
have a woman's event and you need 
an artist to come and paint with you 
or teach you - call me! I also do paint 
classes at the KROC center in Norfolk, 
the last Saturday of the month. You can 
contact them for prices and informa-
tion. There is also a website that you 
can view my work, "Inspired: Journey 
Paintings by Jill" or www.inspiredjill.
com."

How has art affected your lifestyle; 
what for "newbies"? "One thing I have 
learned is to follow your dreams. Many 
years ago, as I was building sets for my 
church, I realized how much I loved to 
paint and draw. I had a couple of friends 
in Florida who were professional paint-
ers, Kate Carney and a children's book 
illustrator, Heather Renaux. I would ask 
them how to get involved with what 
they were doing. Kate would always 
tell me that being an artist won't put a lot 
of food on your plate at first, but would 
fill your heart. Create! And then keep on 
creating. Heather had her own unique 
style and I loved the fact that she did it 
for children's books. I always wanted to 
do that but never had the opportunity

Continues on Page 7

The Sundowner Artist-to-Artist Interview

Spiritually-inspired Chic’s Beach artist Jill Eulo  
feels God’s calm and steady hand in all of her creative works

Jill Eulo
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Continued from Page 6 

Maybe somewhere down the road that 
will happen, I'm following a dream! I 
learned that it takes money and commit-
ment to paint and sell. Shows are expen-
sive but if you are at the right one for 
your style, you will do well. Start small 
and then build your audience. Once 
people know your name, you will get 
commissions. I love commissions. It not 
only gives me the opportunity to paint, 
but it builds me up knowing someone 
sees the very best in my work."

What helps set your "mood" when 
creating art? "When I paint I mostly-
have quiet or Christian music on my 
Ipod. To me, painting is an extension of 
who I am in Jesus. He guides my hand 
and heart when I paint. Even if I am 
painting something that is from a pic-
ture or what someone else would like, it 
is still, however, God guiding my hand. 
I give Him the glory for what I create. 
I have many friends here in Virginia 
beach who are artists. At my church we 

great for me. For painting, I like painting 
outside. I like being a part of the natural 
world. My study is in my room with sky-
lights and a big window. Most of the time 
that is where I am."

Where can new artists attempting your 
process learn about how to get started? 
"If someone is interested in learning about 
my style of painting or just getting basic 
lessons they can contact me via phone or 
e-mail. I would be more than happy to 
meet and go over the basics. Coming to 
one of the KROC center classes is a good 
place to start as well. Each month is a dif-
ferent subject and style of painting."

What kind of response do you go for 
when creating your paintings? "From the 
paintings I've done, landscapes seem to 
be a favorite. The comments that I have 
heard are, ‘your paintings tell a story.’ To 
me that is what they are supposed to do. 
I want people to look into my paintings 
and picture themselves there or a place 
similar. I want them to feel it is a place of 
joy and hope. The forest trees are one of 
my favorite subjects to paint. Painting my 

have an art gallery event typically in Feb-
ruary where approximately 15 artists dis-
play their work. During the event, Chris-
tian music is playing. On Friday nights we 
gather at the River Room Coffee House 
for music and sometimes art shows. So in 
short, I listen to Jesus, He sets my mood."

How did you get your style? "I create 
my work in a Realism style with a bit of 
Impressionism depending on the work. As 
far as schooling, I have taught myself. In 
the last few years I have done computer 
art classes, book studying, trial-and-error 
and asked a lot of questions of other artists. 
Several times I have contacted my friend, 
Kate, from Florida to ask her about paint 
colors or textures. Jerry's Artarama has 
very knowledgeable people who take the 
time to work with me and help me with 
making decisions about paints or brushes. 
So my style comes from listening and/or 
watching other artists."

Which venue seems to work best for 
you? "Outdoors is great, on a nice sunny 
day without wind. Add wind, and easels 
and tents aren't happy. Indoor events are 

ocean scenes is another favorite. I recent-
ly did a series on Chesapeake Bay. They 
are black-and-white, with a hint of color. 
They are symbolic to the places most Vir-
ginia Beach residents have been to, such 
as the pier at Ocean View or the Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge beach (Chic's Beach). I 
enjoy letting the story unfold through the 
oceans and sky. I have a signature item that 
is in 995 of my paintings, a bird of some 
form. Years ago my son and I used to de-
sign Teddy bears with clothes, chairs, hair, 
glasses, etc. Our signature was some form 
of insect such as a lady bug or firefly, it's no 
different now."

How long did it take to reach your 
speed of producing a finished piece and 
who inspired you? "When I decide to 
paint, I start and don't stop until it is nearly 
done. Most often, six to eight hours later I 
stop then go back and add and tweak some 
parts. There have only been two or three 
pieces out of almost 70 paintings that have 
taken one or two weeks because of the size 
of the painting."

Where is your art found physically and 

online? “There are several pieces at the 
Leaping Lizard Restaurant and Bakery 
on Shore Drive. They are for sale online 
at our website, www.inspiredjill.com 
or Inspired: Journey Paintings by Jill. I 
have paintings, gift cards, giclee's, prints 
(framed and unframed) and do commis-
sion work. Through Painter's Ball you 
can reach me, as well."

What shows have you displayed at 
and what awards have you received? "I 
have displayed my work at New Life Art 
Gallery, Artistic Creations Art Gallery, 
River Room Art Show and some local 
school art shows. I have not received 
any awards yet, I haven't done the bigger 
shows where awards are presented."

Randall Jordan is a professional art-
ist and owns Artistic Creations Art Gal-
lery on Shore Drive in Virginia Beach.

“Firebird”  “The Swamp” “Lighthouse”



Page 8 www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.comTheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com



Page 9www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com  TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

E D DY ’ S  B U S I N E S S  S E R V I C E

Dwight Eddy, Owner Accounting Services

Payroll

Business Consultant

Tax Preparation

(757)363-9884
FAX (757)363-9784

1700 Pleasure House Rd - Suite #103
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
EDDYACTPY2@AOL.COM

Decades of experience
providing all levels of

digni�ed service to
those in need.

P. G. Thomasson
FUNERAL SERVICES

PERRY G. THOMASSON, DIRECTOR
pgthomassonfuneralservices.com

230 N. Lynnhaven Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-615-2343

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-486-4710

Beautiful �owers for all occasions!

Flowers ~ Wayne Jones
757-428-2901

329 Laskin Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
http://www.�owerswaynejones.net

Anniversary • Congratulations
 �anks • Get Well • Sympathy

Wedding • And More!

Continued from Page 1 

“Will has been and continues to be an 
honest and effective leader for our great 
city,” said John Uhrin, who represents the 
Beach District.

Still others have concern for Sessoms’ 
well-being.

“I can tell you it is not affecting the day-
to-day operations of the city,” said at-large 
Councilwoman Rosemary Wilson. “We 
are such a well-run city, and that continues. 
I feel badly for Mayor Sessoms and his 
family and sincerely hope that all works 
out well for them.”

Centerville District Councilman Bob 
Dyer is somewhat more outspoken than 
others.  Dyer said that everybody needs to 
be patient to see what “plays out.”

“We are the servants of the city and we 
should expect scrutiny,” said Dyer.  “The 
outcome is still to be determined. What 
will be will be.”

Dyer said that Sessoms has joined oth-
er politicians on both a local and national 
level whose actions are being questioned.

“We are a country built on the presump-
tion of innocence,” said Dyer. “We’ve all 
got to remember that it’s too soon to say. 
We’ve all got to wait and see.”

At-large Councilman John Moss said 
that any illegal activity on anybody’s part 
is yet to be determined and that he believes 
the entire situation is the result of poor 
judgment on the mayor’s part.

“My letter requesting the mayor take a 
paid leave of absence during the investiga-

tion remains my statement,” said Moss. “It 
is the voters who will judge whether May-
or Sessoms has earned the privilege of an-
other term should he decide to run again. 
The outcome of the special prosecutor’s 
investigation will influence that outcome.”

The mayor’s behavior led to this situa-
tion, said Moss. Sessoms, elected in 2009, 
has not said whether or not he plans to run 
for re-election.

Some School Board members also have 
mixed feelings on the situation.

“I totally understand your story, and I 
understand the questions,” said School 
Board Member Kimberly Melnyk, who 
just came on the board and represents the 
Princess Anne District. “I think we’re all 
waiting for all of the facts to come out. The 
School board is so focused on the budget 
right now that it’s all most of us are think-
ing about.”

School Board Chairman Dan Ed-
wards, who represents the Kempsville/
Centerville District, said it appears to him 
that the mayor may have crossed the line 
on some technicalities.

“He was the president of the bank, the 
CEO – his name is on everything wheth-
er he is involved with it or not,” said Ed-
wards. “I certainly hope it all clears up 
soon. I believe he’s always acted in the best 
interest of the city. As for the city, I don’t 
think we’ve missed a beat. There may be 
a cloud hanging out there, but we’ve been 
able to do what needs to be done.”

School Board Carolyn Rye, who rep-
resents the Lynnhaven District, said that all 

of the questions are appropriate for City 
Council, not the School Board. If anybody 

takes a public look at the mayor’s actions, 
she said, it should be the council.”

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@gmail.
com or at TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com. 

Cover Story: City officials asked for responses to The Pilot’s investigation of our mayor

Mixed emotions abound over Mayor Sessoms’ situation

City Council

Mayor: William D. Sessoms, Jr., 
1-757-385-4581, sessoms@vbgov.com.

Vice mayor (Bayside District): Louis 
R. Jones, 1-757-583-0177 or 1-757-464-
2151, lrjones@vbgov.com.

At large: Benjamin Davenport, bdav-
enport@vbgov.com.

At large: John D. Moss, 1-757-363-
7745, mossjohn@cox.net.

At large: Rosemary Wilson, 1-757-
422-0733, rcwilson@vbgov.com.

Beach: John E. Uhrin, 1-757-200-
7005, juhrin@vbgov.com.

Centerville: Bob Dyer, 1-757-467-
3130, bdyer@vbgov.com.

Kempsville: Amelia N. Ross-Ham-
mond, 1-757-646-1709, ahammond@
vbgov.com.

Lynnhaven: James L. Wood, 1-757-
426-7501, jlwood@vbgov.com.

Princess Anne: Barbara M. Henley, 
1-757-426-7501, bhenley@vbgov.com.

Rose Hall: Shannon DS Kane, 1-757-
802-3236, skane@vbgov.com.

School Board 

Chairman (Kempsille District): Dan-

iel D. “Dan” Edwards, 1.757.495.3551 
or 1.757.717.0259, dedwscolbd@aol.
com.

Vice chair: Mrs. Beverly M. Ander-
son, Vice Chair, bevforschoolbd@yahoo.
com.

At large: Ms. Dottie Holtz, 

1.757.460.2440, dottieholtz@gmail.com.
At-large: Ashley K. McLeod, 

1.757.552.0348, ashleykmcleod@gmail.
com. 

At-large: Elizabeth E. Taylor, 
1.757.663.6706, betsy.taylor@cox.net. 

Continues on Page 10

Concerns? City Council and School Board members are waiting to hear from you!
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No Checks.  No Bull.  
No Collection too large or too small

Guaranteed to Pay 
CASH On the Spot!

2724 N. Mall Drive,  Suite 102 (Corner of N. Mall Dr. & Lynnhaven Mall Dr.)
www.silvereaglecoinsva.com

(757) 351-1105

Licensed~Bonded~Insured

We Buy Platinum, Gold & Silver in any form

W A N T E D
 • US Gold & Silver Coins & World Coins of all shapes & sizes

• Rolex Wrist Watches
• Animation Art

• Diamonds & Fine Jewelry

TheVirginiaBeachSun.comTheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Citywide Distribution  
to Almost 100 Locations

 
All 11 public libraries

 All 12 high school libraries
10 Starbucks and 50 to 60 business  

and restaurant locations three outdoor boxes  
and the worldwide web

(not all locations listed; new ones 
added regularly; some dropped)

 
Oceanfront/Hilltop/North End: The Beach Pub; Pelon’s Baja Grill; Heritage Health Food Store; Wyndham 

Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel; Bonehead’s Beach House; Nick’s Restaurant; Beach Pharmacy; Starbucks 
at Hilltop Shopping Center; Quality Inn Pavilion Hotel;  Cerca Del Mar Hotel; Corinne’s Salon 3200;  

Gregory’s Oceanfront Barber Shop; Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art; Virginia Beach Information 
Center; Flowers – Wayne Jones; Vinyl Daze Records; Starbucks on Pacific Avenue; Lagnia Pie; Wave Works; 

Beach Gallery; Stravitz 30th Street Art Gallery. Shore Drive/Chic’s Beach/Great Neck: Artistic Creations 
Art Gallery; Leaping Lizard Restaurant; Froggie’s Restaurant; Starbucks; CP Shucker’s; Charlie’s Seafood 
Restaurant; Plaza Azteca; Famous Uncle Al’s Hot Dogs; Shore Break; Dish; Beach Bay Haircuts. Bayside/
Thoroughgood: Farmers Insurance – Rodney Wade; Gateaux Bakery; Flour Child Bakery; Eddy’s Business 

Services; Starbucks at Haygood; Starbucks on Northampton Boulevard. Timberlake: Starbucks; Towne 
Center/PembrokeThalia: Confetti Café and Gelato; No Forks Cheese Steaks; Tijuana Flats. Kempsville/Cen-
terville: Frankie’s Place for Ribs; Starbucks at Kemps River II. Lynnhaven: Eve’s Hair Studio; Ryoshin-Kan 

Karate School; Silver Eagle Coins and Collectibles; Deluxe Nails and Spa; Las Palmas; P.G Thomasson 
Funeral Services;Little Neck/Thalia/Rosemont: Starbucks on Virginia Beach Boulevard; Harold’s; Tijuana 
Flats. Princess Anne/Pungo/ Courthouse/Dam Neck: Starbucks at Landstown Shopping Center; Starbucks 
on Nimmo Parkway; Red Barn Food Store; Virginia Beach City Hall First Floor Reception Desk. Red Mill: 
Malbon Brothers Corner Mart. Oceanfront Outdoor box locations: 37th Street and Pacific Avenue; Birdneck 
Road at the I 264 exit; beside the front entrance at The Beach Pub; Town Center on Independence Boulevard 

in front of Town Center Station shopping center.

OFFICE PHONE: 1-757-363-7866 (SUNN)
EMAIL: TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Continued from Page 9

1.757.663.6706, betsy.taylor@cox.net. 
Bayside: Carolyn D. Weems, 

1.757.464.6674, carolyn4kids@cox.net. 
Beach: Mrs. Sharon R. Felton, 

1.757.509.7313, sharon4vbschools@
gmail.com. 

Centerville: Leonard C. Tengco, 
1.757.499.8971, leonard@leonardtengco.
com. 

Lynnhaven: Carolyn T. Rye, 
1.757.306.9762 or 1-757.777.8249, 
carolyn4schoolbd@gmail.com. 

Princess Anne: Kimberly A. Melnyk, 
1.757.301.7988, kimmelnyk@cox.net.

Rose Hall: Joel A. McDonald, joel@
joelmcdonald.org.

Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum: 
11th Street and boardwalk, 757-437-8432.  
Free.  Open daily in season, Tuesday 
through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. off-sea-
son.  Built in 1895, the museum is filled 
with beautiful bird and duck carvings.  
Carvers are there daily so visitors may 
see how the process is done.  There are 
pictures of old Virginia Beach.  Part of 
the museum is set up like a hunters lodge.  
You will not believe the size of the original 
Virginia Beach Public Library in the back 
of the museum – It is about the size of a 
children’s playhouse. 

Association for Research and 
Enlightenment – The Edgar Cayce Foun-
dation:  215 67th Street, 23451, 757-428-

3588.  Daily – free 30-minute film of his 
life story, a tour of the museum, a lecture 
at 3:30 p.m. and a lovely meditation 
garden outdoors.

Back Bay Wildlife Refuge/False Cape 
State Park: 4005 Sandpiper Road, 23456, 
757-301-7329. Free parking November 
1 to March 31, $5 to park rest of the year.  
Open ½-hour after sunrise and ½-hour 
before sunset.

BeachStreetUSA: 757-491-7866, 
provides free festivals from April through 
September, concerts and shows nightly 
during the summer and free concerts 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays in May and 
September.  The annual Christmas parade 
is the first Saturday in December.

Boardwalk and Beach: Open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  There are 
playgrounds on the beach at 10th Street, 
31st Street and Grommet Island 2nd 
Street.

Boardwalk Art Show: 757-425-0000, 
is always the third Thursday through 
Sunday in June.  Some 270 booths are set 
up on the boardwalk, selling all kinds of 
artwork and there are free concerts.

Christian Broadcasting Network 
(CBN): 757-226-2745 – Enjoy free, guid-
ed tours Monday through Friday that take 
visitors behind-the-scenes and puts them 
in as a guest on a live taping of “The 700 
Club,” a fast-paced, nationally televised 
program. 

Fun in the sun 
A listing of free, or almost free, leisure and recreational events and activities in the Resort City
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