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The Tide: Is it worth $1 billion to reach the beach?
New study sees costs
soar by some $200,000

By Greg Goldfarb
Editor

 What is the price of progress?
 How far do we wish to peer into the fu-
ture?
 How much money do our dreams really 
cost?
 Everyone has an opinion, especially 
when it comes to local transportation is-
sues and taxpayers’ money.
 Whether you’re for or against the idea of 

The Tide light rail system extending from 
Norfolk into Virginia Beach, it’s probably 
going to happen, the only real questions 
are over its cost, management, ownership 
and projected profits.
 There’s no doubt that if they build it, 
people will ride it; some for practical rea-

sons, others as a novelty, still others will 
incorporate it into their daily lifestyles. 
 After all, The Tide looks cool, sleek, 
comfortable, inviting, affordable and most 
of all, it seems safe and draws travelers 
from around the Hampton Roads region 
and the state.

Commentary

 If local, state and federal funds, to the 
tune of $1.05 billion, can be gathered by 
2018, an extension to the oceanfront could 

Continues on Page 4

The Tide

In the Sunshine: Mrs. Virginia Beach Lisa Engelhardt
Engelhardt to compete for the Mrs. Virginia title April 11 and 12 in Southhill

Hampton Road Writers hold fifth conference
175 people attended the event at the Westin at Town Center

By Nathan Denny
Staff Writer

 “I’m so not a pageant person,” said Vir-
ginia Beach resident and real estate inves-
tor Lisa Engelhardt.
 It might not seem like such an unusual 
statement, except for the fact that Engel-
hardt will be representing Virginia Beach 
in next year’s Mrs. Virginia pageant, 
slated for April 11 and 12 at the historic 
Colonial Theater in Southhill, VA.
 A wife, mother and tireless philanthro-
pist, Engelhardt had no previous pageant 
experience, but that did not stop her from 
giving it a chance in the name of goodwill.   

 One of the founders and executive di-
rector of the non-profit, Virginia Beach 

Best Friends Foundation, Engelhardt and 
a group of friends began performing good 
deeds in the community which grew into 
what Engelhardt describes as a “charity 
for charities.”   
 “There are a lot of small mom and pop 
operations out there that need help,” said 
Engelhardt.  “We go to charities and ask 
them what they need and we try to provide 
that for them.”  
 Searching for a spokesperson for her or-
ganization, Engelhardt stumbled upon the 
Mrs. Virginia competition. She decided to 
apply so that she would have her foot in 

Continues on Page 2

By Nathan Denny
Staff Writer

 The Hampton Roads Writers (HWR) 
organization recently held its 5th Annual 
Writers Conference at the Westin at Vir-
ginia Beach Town Center.  
 “There were around 175 attendees 
at this year’s conference,” said Valerie 
Wilkinson, a writer and one of the found-
ing members of the HRW organization. 
“We had all levels of writers, from all 
kinds of genres.”
 The 2½ day conference brought writ-
ers from seven different states to Virginia 
Beach, where publishing agents, profes-
sional writers, and industry experts of-

fered specialized seminars and expertise 
to the participating writers. 

 HRW was formed in 2008, holding its 
first conference in 2009. Lauren Strait, 
HRW president, was a teacher at the Adult 
Learning Center in Virginia Beach, where 
she led a writing workshop. With the suc-
cess that these workshops experienced, 
Strait had the idea to start an organization 
for area writers.
 Strait, along with members from the 
writing workshops, formed HRW, which 
now has over 150 active members. The 
biggest event the organization hosts is its 
annual writers conference.
 “The intent of the conference has always 
been to offer a balance of craft, inspiration 

Continues on Page 3

Ron mcmanus and Kevin Maurer

Corporate Landing’s Dawn Garvey reports:
Teachers are working closer together than ever;
Students are receiving the educational benefits

By Nathan Denny
Staff Writer

 It’s a constantly changing world and 
nowhere is that more evident than in the 
city’s public schools, said Dawn “De” 
Garvey, a 24-year classroom educator, 
who has observed the schools’ gradual 
evolution. 
 The classroom, teaching style, re-
sources have all changed in one way or 
another, keeping up with a progressive 
work force that is requiring finely-tuned 
21st century skills.
 After teaching second and third grade 
at W.T. Cooke Elementary for 10 years, 

Garvey began as a Corporate Landing 
Middle School sixth-grade social studies 

teacher, where she has just begun another 
school year.  She said there are many sig-
nificant changes that have already been 
made.
 “The way students learn has changed, 
so the classroom changes with it,” Gar-
vey said. “We are getting away from rote 
learning and memorization. Now we are 
giving the kids real world application, sit-
uations that require critical thinking and 
application.”
 With this new focus, other aspects of 
the schools have been updated as well.
 “Planning has changed dramatically,” 

Continues on Page 2

 ¥  A single copy of the paper was 5¢ and a year subscription was $2.
 ¥  Jack Dempsey was set to open the boxing season at the Cavalier Ken-

nel Club on 24th street.  
 ¥ The club was a race track that featured boxing, miniature automobile 

racing, horse shows, and circuses.  
 ¥  The Village Barn and Crystal Club were two local nightclubs opening 

that night
 ¥ The Ford V-8 cost only $25 a month and $510 total.
 ¥ Bankers from across the state of Virginia met for an annual banquet 

complete with bridge luncheons, garden parties and dancing.  They 
also discussed new Virginia banking laws, unemployment, and cus-
tomer relations. - Compiled by Adrienne Sime 
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Mercer Health & Benefits’ senior associ-
ate, Mike Sconing, with White Oaks El-
ementary School preschoolers.

United Way’s
“Day of Caring”
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Ocean Lakes High School recently top-
pled Green Run High School; First Colo-
nial beat Landstown.

Friday Night
HS Football
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Performances from artists around the 
world thrilled the audience recently at the 
Sandler Center.

“Sister Cities”
SunMontage
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An original acrylic and oil painting, 
“Country Living,” by Sun columnist and 
artist Randall Jordan.

By R. Jordan
See Page 6
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Mrs. Virginia Beach Lisa Engelhardt, along 
with her husband, Jason, and their son, Blake, 
all live in the city’s Lynnhaven area.

Ocean Lakes resident
Dawn “De” Garvey

SunArtsNews

News of the Day . . . 
. . . In case you missed it!

By Greg Goldfarb, editor
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the door and be able to find a pageant 
participant to serve as a spokesman for 
her organization. What she did not ex-
pect was to be chosen.
 “We were out in the yard doing work,” 
she recalls. “I was covered in mud and 
dirt when we got the call that I had been 
chosen. We were screaming and laugh-
ing; it was unexpected!”
 The extensive pageant entry applica-
tion inquired about Engelhardt’s family 
life, hobbies, career and most impor-
tantly, her community involvement.  Al-
though this is her first pageant competi-
tion, Engelhardt wants to do well and is 
looking forward to the challenge.
 “I want to get the ‘Mrs. Virginia’ 
title and then go on to Mrs. America,” 
Engelhardt said. “It’s a little selfish, but 
with that title we would have a built-in 
spokesperson for the charity. It would 
bring a great deal of visibility to it and 
to this area.”
 The Mrs. Virginia pageant is the of-
ficial preliminary competition for the 
national Mrs. United States Pageant, 
which is open to married women and 
highlights the accomplishments of the 
participating wives. 
 “I’m sure it’s going to be very inter-
esting,” Engelhardt said of the pageant. 
“I’m already learning a lot of stuff about 
the whole pageant culture. It’s been fun 
so far!”
 Engelhardt’s husband, Jason, a Navy 
veteran, is currently seeking a dual mas-
ter’s degree and has been helping and 
supporting his wife all throughout this 
new and exciting adventure.
 “He’s been great,” Engelhardt said. 
“He found me a coach to help prepare 
me for the pageant; he’s learning to put 
in fake hair pieces.  It’s so out of my 
comfort zone; I’ve been pushing my 
son to get out of his comfort zone, so 
this will be a good life lesson for me. 
I’m looking forward to the experience; I 
think it will be fun. It seems to be a really 
good group of women competing.”
 Jason and Lisa’s son Blake, 11, loves 
trains and robots, likes to take things 
apart and find out how they work, and 
has Asperger’s syndrome. He chips in 
and helps his parents in giving back to 
the community whenever he can.  As a 
family, the three of them enjoy boating, 

Continued from Page 1 jet skiing and traveling.
 After living in many different large, ur-
ban cities in California, Hawaii and Flori-
da, moving to the smaller city of Virginia 
Beach was a bit of a transition for Engel-
hardt when she and Jason relocated here 
nine years ago.

 “When our family moved here, we 
planned to move to Florida shortly after,” 
she said. “But the people here are too 
darn nice! Now we have roots here; we’re 
never going to find a group of friends like 
we have here in Virginia Beach. And the 
group keeps growing. We are constantly 

meeting new people and making new 
friends.”
 Those friends have kept the family 
in Virginia Beach and were integral to 
the creation of the Virginia Beach Best 
Friends Foundation, which currently has 
a big project in the works as it plans to 
open a thrift store in January. Engelhardt, 
Jason and all of their friends involved with 
the organization have been hard at work 
preparing.
 “We are so busy it’s not even funny,” 
Engelhardt said.
 Until the thrift store is up and running, 
Engelhardt’s pageant prep is on hold.  No 

matter what’s on her schedule, her fam-
ily, friends and charity are her highest pri-
orities. Her commitment to her loved ones 
and her community shows an authenticity 
in her character that makes her a perfect 
contestant to represent Virginia Beach in 
the upcoming Mrs. Virginia pageant. 

 To find out more about Engelhardt’s 
Virginia Beach Best Friends Foundation, 
visit the Facebook page: VBBFFs.
 For more information on the Mrs. Vir-
ginia pageant, visit www.mrsvirginia.com
 Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu

In the Sunshine: Mrs. Virginia Beach Lisa Engelhardt

Garvey said. “It used to be that everyone 
did their own plans, it was very private, 
everyone did their own thing. Now, there 
is a focus on collaboration. Our social 
studies team will sit down and everyone 
shares what works for them. I think it’s 
a great thing. We can do more as a whole 
than we can individually.”  
 An “old school” staple was a stack of 
bulky, massive textbooks that had to be 
carted back and forth between home and 
school, name signed on the inside cover, 
giving students complete ownership and 
responsibility for anything that happened 
to that book over the course of the year.  In 
the schools now, textbooks are more and 
more becoming the exception.
 “We don’t teach from a textbook any-
more,” Garvey said. “They are used as a 
resource now. The students are not issued 
textbooks in most of their classes. We use 
a lot of source documents and online text-
books instead.”
 Teachers’ roles have expanded signifi-
cantly over the years.  Teachers are now 
involved in test analysis, decision-making 
regarding the school building, climate and 

environment; and they meet with admin-
istration on a regular basis to have their 
voices and ideas heard.
 As expected, the daily classroom ac-
tivities are becoming saturated with tech-
nology. Much of the curriculum can be ac-
cessed online, iPads and other devices are 
utilized in the classroom by teachers and 
students, and overhead projectors have 
been replaced by the “Promethean” board.
 Promethean boards are interactive 
white boards that are linked to comput-
ers and project a desktop onto a large 
screen. Teachers and students can write, 
draw, highlight and manipulate images or 
text using a stylus, creating an interactive 
learning environment that also strength-
ens technological skills. 
 “Kids are wired differently these 
days,” Garvey said. “I embrace the new 
technology that we have. I’ll let my stu-
dents text me. If they have a question on 
their homework or just want to tell me 
something they discovered in the process, 
they’ll text me and I’ll respond. It opens 
up communication a great deal.”
 Testing and evaluations have evolved. 
Many assessments are done on computers, 

saving teachers from mass producing tests 
at the photocopier. 
 Local schools are constantly strat-
egizing to better educate their students. 
Changes don’t imply poor models in the 
past; they represent innovations to keep 
pace with the changes in the world around 
them, to meld with the climate of the cur-
rent age.
 “I love evolving with the kids,” Gar-
vey said. “I love what I do; being able to 
see how far the students can progress in a 
year.”
 And while the classroom may look 
very different than we remember from our 
school days, some things in the classroom 
don’t change, and probably never will, 
values of the educational system that are 
undeniably indispensable.
 “The needs of the kids stay the same,” 
Garvey said. “They need that attention, 
they need the knowledge and they need to 
know that you, as their teacher, care about 
them.” 
 For more information, visit www.vb-
schools.com
 Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu
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and industry knowledge,” Wilkinson said. 
“It provides a great networking environ-
ment; that is why we always have agents 
there. It is also a good place for people to 
form ties with other writers.”
 The conference features remarks from 
keynote speakers and agents, breakout 
sessions that deal with specific areas of 
writing and publishing, as well as social 
time to mix and mingle.
 One of the keynote speakers for this 
year’s conference was Kevin Maurer. A 
nonfiction writer who specializes in U.S. 
military subjects, Maurer is probably best 
known for co-authoring No Easy Day, the 
account which details the mission that 
killed Osama Bin Laden, a book that spent 
several weeks at number one on the New 
York Times best seller list.
 As a writer of military nonfiction and a 
specialty in Special Forces, Maurer con-
stantly reads military nonfiction.
 “Reading is the only way to learn how to 
write,” he said. “Writing is hard. It’s never 
easy. It’s like working out, the results are 
good.”
An Old Dominion University graduate, 
Maurer emphasized the importance of 
the first 10 lines of any work, and offered 
sessions on interviewing for nonfiction 
works, co-authoring and writing mem-
oirs. He stresses immersing yourself in 
your genre. 
 “Maurer did more of an open question 
and answer forum,” Wilkinson said. “He 
gave a rundown about how his book came 
about, then we analyzed the first 10 lines 
of several of his books.”
 “The First 10 Lines” critique session is 
something that is done at the conference 
every year. Participants will submit the 
first 10 lines of one of their works prior to 
the event. The committee selects a cross 
section of the submissions to include dif-
ferent genres and styles, and presents them 
for the first time to panelists at the confer-
ence. The panelists will give their input on 
the success or shortfalls of each brief pas-
sage in effectively capturing the attention 
of the reader and creating an understand-
ing.
 “People get a lot out of that,” Wilkin-
son said of the critique session. “It’s one 
of my favorite parts about the conference. 
The writers get to see the reactions from 
the agents, and you learn a lot.”

The conference itinerary included dozens 
of other breakout sessions, including cre-
ating effective dialogue, flash fiction, first 
person problems, and point of view. 
 “You’ll find that there is always a ses-
sion that you needed to hear—the one that 
you’ve been needing to work on,” Wilkin-
son said. “Or you’ll just find that moment 
of inspiration that you needed.”
 Even the youngest of writers have found 
success and growth through this event. A 
12-year-old girl named Kyoko Leamon has 
already published two novels, and made 
connections with the agents at the confer-
ence, all of whom were interested in receiv-
ing her work.
Following the conference, Maurer tweet-
ed: “Big thanks to the HRW Conference. 
A great time. Enjoyed meeting all the tal-
ented writers.”
 “There is a camaraderie when you get a 
bunch of writers together,” Wilkinson said. 
“It’s very meaningful watching the growth 
of so many writers and hearing the stories 
of people finishing and publishing works 
and knowing that we played a support role 
in that.”
 Wilkinson is a creative writer with a 
fiction emphasis. She recently published 
two short stories in literary journals and is 
working on a novel.
 Hampton Roads Writers has events 
throughout the year, many of which are 
free to attend. They host open mic nights 
for writers to read aloud a portion of their 
work. One program, called “Show and 
Grow Your Prose,” focuses on prose writ-
ing and allows writers to read their work 
and receive feedback from professional 
writers and HWR facilitators. 
 The “Traveling Pen Series” offers vari-
ous hour workshops with specific topic 
focuses and are held at Tidewater Commu-
nity College in Virginia Beach.
 For more information on Hampton 
Roads Writers, visit www.hamptonroads-
writers.org
 Nathan Denny, 757-748-2898, njden-
ny@vt.edu
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Lisa McMann signs a book for 
David Chernicky

 The Sister City Association of Virginia Beach, along 
with the city of Virginia Beach, recently celebrated 
the city’s 50th birthday with a gala multicultural spe-
cial event at the Sandler Center for the Performing 
Arts at Town Center. Some 800 guests were on hand 
to enjoy music and performance art by Symphonicity, 
Virginia Beach’s symphony orchestra; the Virginia 
Beach Chorale, as well as performances honoring the 
city’s “sister cities” from Bangor, Northern Ireland; 
Moss, Norway; Miyazaki, Japan; San Juan del Sur, 
Nicaragua; and the “Friendship City” of Olongapo, 
the Philippines. Guests that evening, and whose pho-
tos appear in the above montage, included: Angelica 
George and Diane Sessoms; Enrique and Vielka Cox; 
Chip Gallagher; Leya and Adam Macchi; Mayor Will 
Sessoms; Sharon Cook; Angelina Cooper; the “Mac-
chi and DelCampo” families; Toni Zito; and Liz Di-
mirsky. For more information call 757-385-4303. 
Photos by David Beloff. 

800 at “Sister City” show at Sandler

SunMontage

Hampton Road Writers 
hold fifth conference

Great California
Style Mexican Food.
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Oceanfront/Hilltop
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art – MOCA 

2200 Parks Avenue
Heritage Health Food Store – 984 Laskin Road
VB Information Center – 2100 Parks Avenue
Flowers by Wayne Jones – 329 Laskin Road
Oceanfront Barber Shop – 400 32nd Street
Vinyl Daze Records – 958-B Laskin Road
Pelon’s Baja Grill – 3619 Pacific Avenue
Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront  

5700 Atlantic Avenue
The Jewish Mother – 600 Nevan Road

The Beach Pub – 1001 Laskin Road
Cerca Del Mar – 210 21st Street

Corinne’s Salon 3200  
3198 Pacific Avenue Suite 101
Jungle Golf – 302 23rd Street

Quality Inn Pavilion 
 716 21st Street

Starbucks – 241 Laskin Road (Oceanfront)
Starbucks – 1621 Laskin Road (Hilltop East)

Shore Drive/Great Neck
Plaza Azteca – 2272 – West Great Neck Road
Uncle Rich’s Café – 2242 Seashore Shoppes

Shorebreak Sports Bar – 941 Shore Drive
Uncle Al’s Hot Dogs – 3045 Shore Drive

Salty C’s – 3657 Shore Drive
Starbucks – 3273 Shore Drive 

Bayside
Starbucks – Haygood Shopping Center
Starbucks – 5824 Northampton Blvd.

Town Center/Pembroke
Confetti Café & Gelato 

233 Market Street
Starbucks – 233 Independence Blvd.

Kempsville/Centerville
Frankie’s Place for Ribs 

 5200 Fairfield Shopping Center
Starbucks – 1390 Fordham Drive

Lynnhaven
Starbucks – 660 Phoenix Drive

Little Neck
Starbucks – 3504 Virginia Beach Blvd.

Princess Anne/Pungo
Red Barn Food Store  

2001 Indian River Road

Courthouse/Dam Neck
Virginia Beach City Hall 
 Front Reception Desk

Starbucks – 3376 Princess Anne Road

Red Mill
Sweet Elements  

2201 Upton Drive Suite 904
Starbucks – 1169 Nimmo Parkway

Flip–Flops Grill & Chill – 2217 Upton Drive

Chimney Hill
Mom’s Kitchen – 3501 Holland Road

Speedy Mart – 3497 Holland Road Suite 107
Starbucks – 456 Investors Place

ECSC Proclamation Group, left to right: George Alcaraz, general manager, Coastal Edge 
ECSC and Resort Management, LLC; Mayor Will D. Sessoms, Jr.; Andrew Thomas, Va. 
Beach Jaycees president; Terry Bader, 2013 ECSC chairman; State Del. Ron Villanueva.

 Prior to Virginia Beach City Council Sept. 17 formal session, State Del. Ron 
Villanueva, a former Virginia Beach councilman, formally presented to the Virgin-
ia Beach Jaycees HJ 5023 Resolution Commending the East Coast Surfing Cham-
pionships, which was passed in Richmond earlier this year. The jointly-adopted 
resolution recognized the event for passing its 50-year milestone in 2012 and con-
gratulated the parties responsible for producing it each year, while commending 
the many charitable contributions and positive tourism benefits that result from the 
beach sports festival held each August in the Resort City. - Kevin Gaydosh

East Coast Surfing Championships
honored by City Council

Contiuned from Page 1

open by 2020.
 Adding to the drama are private devel-
opers who are talking with the city about 
building shorter line from Newtown to 
Rosemont Road for $235 million. 
 Local leaders have many big decisions 
to make regarding The Tide’s future in 
Virginia Beach. It is a multifaceted situa-
tion with many variables involved. Many 
people believe that despite its high costs, 
the futuristic idea of having improved 
transportation for the next generation of 
travelers is a reality that cannot be denied. 
Others maintain that if available, efforts 

should be exerted to find more money for 
public education and health care. In any 
event, people need jobs to have money to 
ride The Tide and theoretically, The Tide 
is supposed to improve economic develop-
ment efforts and generate new businesses 
and customers wherever it runs, which in 
turn generates new jobs and taxes.

 Most people don’t like change and don’t 
like investing, financially or personally, in 
ventures that seem too much of a risk. At 
$1 billion, all of which will be paid one 
way or another by taxpayers, local leaders 
should be sure to measure twice and cut 
once, before making any final decisions.  

The Tide: Is it worth $1 billion to reach the beach?

Lake Wright news
 Virginia Beach and Norfolk planners 
continue working on plans for a new out-
let center where the Lake Wright Golf 
Course is now located.
 Burton Station residents, who live near 
the course, are watching the situation 
closely, making sure they’re aware of 
any and all impacts the new development 
would have on their neighborhood.
 Norfolk and Virginia Beach have each 
chipped in about $17,000 for a study on 
the issue, which should be concluded by 
the end of October. 

Mosque approved
 Crescent Community Center has re-
ceived the city’s permission -to build a 
12,300-square-foot temple of worship 
at the corner of Landstown and Salem 
Roads which is southwest of the city’s 
sportsplex.
 Before rendering a 9-1 vote, Council-
woman Barbara Henley explained that 
for constitutional, religious equality and 
land use reasons, the center should be ap-
proved.About 225 people will fit inside 
the new building for which construction 
isn’t expected to begin until next spring.

Stormwater changes
 A public meeting on the Stormwater 
Management Program (SMP)  and the 
Floodplain Ordinance was recently held 
at the Advanced Technology Center.  The 
meeting agenda included changes in the 
Floodplain Ordinance to meet FEMA 
requirements; SMP changes required by 
state law; an overview of how program 
changes will affect city development, 
presented by representatives from the 
city’s engineering consultant; and a ques-
tion and answer session.

A mystery unfolds
 The Virginia Beach Sun recently re-
ceived an “Anonymous” letter, delivered 
correctly and property through the U.S. 
mail, alerting its newsroom of a very spe-
cial waitress working at The Beach Pub 
on Laskin Road. They say she is “memo-
rable” and a “rare breed.” We’ll see. Stay 
tuned as The Sun attempts to find out 
more about this mystery waitress.

SkillQuest art
 The SkillQuest Art Show returns to 
the Virginia Museum of Contemporary 
Art from Sunday, Oct. 2 to Sunday, Nov. 
3 with more than 200 pieces of new art 
ranging from wheel thrown pottery to 
mixed media paintings.  Everything in the 
show has been handmade by SkillQuest 
participants, a day program for adults 
with intellectual disabilities.  
 The program is administered by the 

city’s Department of Human Services.  
For more information, call (757) 385-
4040.

Money classes offered
 The Virginia Beach Human Services 
Department is holding Bank of Virginia 
Beach classes this fall.  The classes have 
recently begun and last for 10 weeks, 
covering topics from basic banking to 
improving credit ratings.  Participants are 
offered the opportunity to work with a fi-
nancial coach as a part of the free course.  
For additional information, visit the Fi-
nancial Empowerment page at www.vb-
gov.com/hs.

Parking fines increase
 The fines for illegally parking in neigh-
borhoods between Rudee Loop and 30th 
Street have gone up from $35 to $70; and 
it’s $140 if paid late. 

Town Center news
 Armada Hoffler Properties are working 
on two new Town Center projects worth 
about $175 million: an office center on 
Main Street and some new apartments. 
The property owners also plan to soon 
fill vacancies left by Guadalajara and Red 
Star Tavern restaurants.

The Pilot has pay meter
 Norfolk-based The Virginian-Pilot, 
which publishes the Virginia Beach Bea-
con as part of its regular edition, is start-
ing to charge its online and other digital 
readers up to $10 a month for some of its 
services.
  

New Lesner Bridge
 If all goes as planned there would be 
a new Lesner Bridge, which connects 
southern Shore Drive with northern 
Shore Drive, by 2017.
 A new $95 million bridge is expected to 
take three years to build and be wider and 
taller than the existing structure which 
carries some 41,000 vehicles daily.

Singers wanted
 Williams Farm Community Recre-
ation Center is holding “Intro to Vocals 
Performance Workshops” through Oc-
tober.  Teens between the ages of 11 to 
17 will have the opportunity to work in 
a studio, study famous vocalists from a 
variety of genres, and improve their own 
abilities with drills and exercises.  For 
specific details, contact Lawrence John-
son at LCJohnso@vbgov.com. 

Victim identified
 The victim from September 19th’s 
drowning near 24th street has been iden-
tified as Neil Madore, 33, of Toronto, On-

tario, Canada.  
 Beachgoers noticed that Madore, who 
had been swimming, was no longer mov-
ing and was drifting from shore and called 
911.  Emergency medical personnel ini-
tiated treatment on the beach, and Ma-
dore was transported to Sentara Virginia 
Beach General Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.

“Minority Expo set” 
 The Virginia Beach Minority Business 
Council will hold its 15th annual confer-
ence and expo on November 7th at the 
Virginia Beach Convention Center.  
 This year’s theme is “Removing the 
Barriers - Closing the Gap” and aims to 
identify obstacles that prevent the success 
of small, minority and female business 
owners.  The conference will allow small 
businesses owned by women, minorities, 
and service-disabled individuals to mar-

ket and promote their goods and services.  
Floyd E. Wilson, Jr., a nationally rec-
ognized authority on minority business 
growth and development, will be the key-
note speaker.  
 The event is free and open to the pub-
lic, but space is limited and early online 
registration at www.VBgov.com/mbc is 
recommended.

Dwyer Road fire
 A small house fire recently took place 
on Dwyer Road.  One occupant was at 
home during the fire but escaped without 
injury.  The fire was found to be acciden-
tal and was contained to the ceiling of 
the origin room and the attic just above.  
No injuries were reported to residents of 
emergency response personnel.
 Local firefighters respond to Dwyer 
Road house fire.

Outdoor Box Locations
North End Beach – 3619 Pacific Avenue

South End Beach – Birdneck Road at I 264
The Beach Pub – 1001 Laskin Road

Hilltop N.E.W. – Laskin Road 
Town Center Station – Independence Blvd.
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1952 Laskin Road 
Virginia Beach, 

VA 23454 
757-428-0277

Wigs & Hair
Frances

BLOW OUT SALON
1613 Hilltop West Shopping Center

Virginia Beach  VA 23451

All Blowouts $35
Walk-ins are welcome 

Call us to book your appointment at

 757-333-3083 
 

Hours: 
Monday - Closed 

Tuesday to Friday - 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Sunday - Noon to 5 p.m.

JW’s Alterations & Dress Making
345 S. WITCHDUCK ROAD  

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23462

REV. EVA BURTON STALLINGS
CUS WEDDING GOWNS  

BRIDESMAIDS ROMS MEN’S SUITS TAILORED
IN BUSINESS OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WAIST LINES & HEMS S W/ COUPON.

MENTION THIS AD GET 10% OFF
10% OFF SENIOR DISCOUNT

757-306-0550

www.cardinalskakeshop.net

Monday to Saturday - 12 to 7 p.m.
Sunday - 12 to 4 p.m.

 

4348 Holland Rd •  VB • Va. 23453

 

Larry (D.M.V.) Finest
332 Constitution Drive

Virginia Beach VA 23462
    Shop: 757-493-0700 Cell: 757-227-2021

Emmanon’s II Barber Shop
Town Center Special

Mon. - Wed. Haircuts: $10

KRT ExpREss 
TailoRs

Specializing in Semi-cuStom deSignS, 
alterationS, formal wear, men’S wear, 

uniformS, leather and Suede.
4216 Virginia Beach BlVd. 

Suite 150, Virginia Beach, Va 23452
(williS waYSide Village)

757-248-2760
m-f: 9-6 Sat: 9-3

Mon. to Sat.: 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Call Today: (757)-217-6055

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES INCLUDE:

Mowing, Weeding, Mulching & Edging

General Lawn Maintenance 

HOME BREW 
USA

5802 E. Virginia Beach Blvd. #115
Norfolk, VA 23502

Mon – Fri 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat & Sun 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Oceanfront/Hilltop
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art – MOCA 

2200 Parks Avenue
Heritage Health Food Store – 984 Laskin Road
VB Information Center – 2100 Parks Avenue
Flowers by Wayne Jones – 329 Laskin Road
Oceanfront Barber Shop – 400 32nd Street
Vinyl Daze Records – 958-B Laskin Road
Pelon’s Baja Grill – 3619 Pacific Avenue
Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront  

5700 Atlantic Avenue
The Jewish Mother – 600 Nevan Road

The Beach Pub – 1001 Laskin Road
Cerca Del Mar – 210 21st Street

Corinne’s Salon 3200  
3198 Pacific Avenue Suite 101
Jungle Golf – 302 23rd Street

Quality Inn Pavilion 
 716 21st Street

Starbucks – 241 Laskin Road (Oceanfront)
Starbucks – 1621 Laskin Road (Hilltop East)

Shore Drive/Great Neck
Plaza Azteca – 2272 – West Great Neck Road
Uncle Rich’s Café – 2242 Seashore Shoppes

Shorebreak Sports Bar – 941 Shore Drive
Uncle Al’s Hot Dogs – 3045 Shore Drive

Salty C’s – 3657 Shore Drive
Starbucks – 3273 Shore Drive 

Bayside
Starbucks – Haygood Shopping Center
Starbucks – 5824 Northampton Blvd.

Town Center/Pembroke
Confetti Café & Gelato 

233 Market Street
Starbucks – 233 Independence Blvd.

Kempsville/Centerville
Frankie’s Place for Ribs 

 5200 Fairfield Shopping Center
Starbucks – 1390 Fordham Drive

Lynnhaven
Starbucks – 660 Phoenix Drive

Little Neck
Starbucks – 3504 Virginia Beach Blvd.

Princess Anne/Pungo
Red Barn Food Store  

2001 Indian River Road

Courthouse/Dam Neck
Virginia Beach City Hall 
 Front Reception Desk

Starbucks – 3376 Princess Anne Road

Red Mill
Sweet Elements  

2201 Upton Drive Suite 904
Starbucks – 1169 Nimmo Parkway

Flip–Flops Grill & Chill – 2217 Upton Drive

Chimney Hill
Mom’s Kitchen – 3501 Holland Road

Speedy Mart – 3497 Holland Road Suite 107
Starbucks – 456 Investors Place

SunMontage: Friday Night Football  

Ocean Lakes, First Colonial, 
Landstown, Green Run

 A Moment in Time:  Anxious fans on both sides of the field waited patiently for the final whistle to sound 
and when it did at two Beach District football games on Friday, Sept. 20, First Colonial High School and Ocean 
Lakes High School found themselves winners over Landstown High School and Green Run High School, re-
spectively. Ocean Lakes, which was ranked first in the district at the time, scored in all four quarters, going on 
to a 47-7 home win. Green Run scored in the fourth. OL had 20 first downs to GR’s 7; OL rushed for 240 yards 
to GR’s -23; OL passed for 167 yards to GR’s 142; OL passed 12 for 18 with one interception to GR’s 16 for 19 
with one interception; OL had no punts to GR’s 6 for 25 yards.  In other action, First Colonial scored two third 
quarter touchdowns and returned an interception for 30 yards for a fourth quarter score, going on to a 28-7 home 
win. First Colonial photos by Krista Dorrel. Ocean Lakes photos by Katrina Recto.

“Day of Caring”
 The United Way of South Hampton 
Roads marked its 22nd annual “Day of 
Caring” last month, with volunteers from 
Mercer Health & Benefits LLC spending 
the morning with preschoolers at White 
Oaks Elementary School. Together they 
made scarecrows to celebrate the start of 
fall and Halloween. United Way worked 
with YMCA of South Hampton Roads to 
organize this project and others like it at 
local schools.

Mandy Baker, on left, and Arlene Win-
slow, both Mercer associates.

New PA park 
should be 

finished soon
 It was bright skies and smiles 
all around recently as local of-
ficials and those from the Cal 
Ripken Sr. Foundation gath-
ered at 4141 Dam Neck Road 
to break ground on the Virgin-
ia Beach Youth Development 
Park, which will be the future 
site of the Princess Anne Little 
League Park, as well as numer-
ous other athletic and recre-
ational activities and events. 
The multipurpose youth devel-
opment park’s phase one is ex-
pected to be completed by the 
end of November. The founda-
tion presented the community 
with a $150,000 check. Among 
those on hand of the ceremonies 
were City Councilman Glenn 
Davis, Virginia House Delegate 
Ron Villanueva; and foundation 
vice president Chuck Brady.

Officials turn the first dirt.

Local receive $150,000 check.
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SunArtsNews
A behind-the-scenes look at what’s happening in the local arts community

Artist Creations
Art Gallery & Classroom

757-363-3464
4425 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA 23455

1fineartist-randalljordan.com

Artist Creations
Art Gallery & Classroom

757-363-3464
4425 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA 23455

1fineartist-randalljordan.com

Artist Creations
Art Gallery & Classroom

757-363-3464
4425 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA 23455

1fineartist-randalljordan.com

Artist Creations
Art Gallery & Classroom

757-363-3464
4425 Shore Drive • Virginia Beach, VA 23455

1fineartist-randalljordan.com

757-363-3464

Artist 
LaVerna Leach  

      A visual artist specializing in Watercolor 
scenes from beach to nautical to landscapes, as 

well as local lighthouses.
      Originally self-taught, she attended 

workshops with world  renown artist Tom 
Lynch. She has received numerous awards for 

her art in the south eastern U.S.
       LaVerna’s work is in Japan, Europe, South 

America, Canada as well as throughout the US.  
She is a member of the TAA and the

Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists.

         Currently her work resides in Artistic 
Creations Art Gallery at 4425 Shore Drive Va 
Bch Va, as well as  Lin-Lin Studio Gallery at 

9569 Shore Drive Norfolk Va.

The innovative approach 
to art for winter in Virginia Beach

“Country Living” by Randall Jordan

       Seems like Virginia Beach’s 
fall & spring seasons are shrink-
ing in length. We find fall mak-
ing like a desperado, poking 
his head in town for a moment 
and disappearing. Tourists are 
gone, and the locals take back 
what is theirs.
       Of course the locals know 
what to do and Artistic Cre-
ations Art Gallery sums that 
up with a combination pump-
kin-painting competition/oyster 
roast/art show 1 year anniversary party. 
This will be on October 16th, 5-9pm. Of-
fering this variety is perfect to bring beach 
people together with great food, terrific 
local art, family oriented entertainment, 
and a chance to bond with artists.
       The lively pumpkin-painting competi-
tion, opens to all ages, costing $10 to en-
ter with $100 going to the winner, will be 
chosen by the crowd! As the painting will 
take place right before everyone’s eyes, it 
will be a treat to watch! Live music will 
accompany the oyster roast (all this will 

be out back), with live art demos 
inside the Gallery.
        Some of the local Tattoo 
establishments stage what they 
call an “Art Rave”, whereby 
they set up 8-12 easels, each 
with a canvas and an artist. 
With a DJ “scratching” music, 
the artists paint on the easel in 
front of them for 5-10 minutes, 
switching to the next easel when 
signaled. This procedure contin-

ues until the canvasses are cov-
ered and deemed finished. The crowd is 
then allowed to inspect each closely and 
vote on a winner. Definitely a locals only 
event!
         With each issue, perhaps the public 
awareness and appreciation for the arts 
will be increased, by relating the back-
ground happenings and ever changing 
scenes of the art arena. Artists interpret 
what mankind can be on a daily basis.
  Randall Jordan owns Artistic Creations 
Art Gallery, 4425 Shore Drive, Virginia 
Beach Va 23455, 757-363-3464.

Jordan

Annual report shows
increased development
 The Virginia Beach Development Au-
thority recently presented its 2012-2013 
annual report, detailing the creation of 
more than 2,200 jobs, a 100 percent in-
crease from the previous fiscal year.  
 The past fiscal year also brought in 
$260 million in new capital investments 
for 54 projects, 25 of which were new lo-
cations and 29 of which were expansions.  
The largest investment was the $105 mil-
lion expansion of Town Center.
 Two international companies opened 
headquarters in Virginia Beach and two 
others expanded their existing locations.  
Eight small business owned by women 
or minorities reported expansions of re-
locations, representing 153 new jobs and 
$1.83 million in capital investment.

Belvedere is “Number
One” Beach hotel
 The Belvedere Beach Resort is the 
number one hotel in Virginia Beach, ac-
cording to Trip Advisor’s online rankings.  
Many things go into the rankings, but ser-
vice is the most important.  The family-
owned property has been run by Leigh 
and Dave Willis for four years, but has 
been open and run by Leigh’s family, the 
Samses, since 1969.  The couple has in-
vested $600,000 in renovations in order to 
compete for the top spot.  The site’s rank-
ings have had a clear impact on nightly 
rates, raising them from $170 three years 
ago to $270 this year.  The hotel is only 
open for half of the year, unlike the major-
ity of the other 118 Virginia Beach hotels 
on the list.  

Museums welcome 
Deborah Dunford
 Deborah Dunford recently joined the 
Department of Museums team where she 
will manage daily operations, program-

ming, marketing, and strategic planning 
for the Historic Houses Division.  Dun-
ford was previously employed by the 
city’s Organization Development Office 
and the Library Department.  
Bernice Pope, chair of the Virginia Beach 
Historic Preservation Commission, said, 
“We are extremely happy to have Deborah 
manage the operation of Virginia Beach 
historic homes.”

Tests positive for EEE
and West Nile virus
 Four sentinel chickens tested positive 
for eastern equine encephalitis at the Vir-
ginia Beach Public Works Mosquito Con-
trol biology lab.  The birds were from two 
locations in Blackwater and one location 
on Indian River Road near Elbow Road.  
Two samples also recently tested positive 
for West Nile Virus, one from the Pem-
broke area and the other within a mile of 
Norfolk International Airport.

Public light rail
meetings held
 Three public meetings were recently 
held with Hampton Roads Transit officials 
to discuss the cost and ridership estimates 
of a light rail in Virginia Beach.  The meet-
ings included question-and-answer ses-
sions.

Absentee voting 
deadlines approach
 The deadline to register to vote in the 
November 5th election is October 15th.  
October 29th is the last day absentee bal-
lots can be received by mail, and Novem-
ber 2nd is the last day that absentee voters 
can vote in person.  

Planting in full swing 
at Cooke Elementary
 Jeffrey Sabol, Parker Mitchell, Dylan 
Atkins and Emily Beach, members of the 
Garbage to Gardens club, plant fall veg-
etables to practice sustainability through 
gardening, recycling, and reusing.

Flowers - Wayne Jones
329 Laskin Road

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
(757) 428-2901

Wayne Jones, AAF, AIFD, PFCI 
Louinda H. Jones, AIFD, R.R.

PHONE: 757.481.9863 3139 SHORE DRIVE WEST 

SHORE DRIVE BETWEEN LYNNHAVEN BRIDGE & GREAT NECK ROAD
We Ship Our Soup  •  Get Soup Online  •  Check Website For Coupons

“THE BEST
SHE CRAB SOUP

ANYWHERE”
www.CharliesSeafood.com

Sand Socks - Krazy Socks - Evo Shield - Tap Out Gear
DeMarini - Rawlings - Worth - Wilson - Reebok
Combat - Easton - Marucci - Rip It - Bow Net

 

Mon-Fri 11-8:30pm
Sat/Sun 1- 6pm

 

LOCKDOWN SPORTS

10 
WITH THIS AD!
OFF

TEAM DISCOUNT ON ALL BATS AND EQUIPMENT!
 

1348 N. Great Neck Rd. at Mill Dam Road

757-481-0968
SOFTBALL and Baseball

SUPERSTORE!

Coupon expires 11/1/13
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