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Nick Webb

Artist Ellen Sinclair

The United Way 
of South Hamp-
ton Roads has 
named Great 
Neck resident 
Luciano Ramos 
as its new vice 
president for 
programs and 

integration.
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THE BEST RIBS
IN TOWN!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT!

757-495-RIBS

WWW.FRANKIESRIBS.COM
5200 KEMPSVILLE AND PROVIDENCE ROAD,

 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23464

ORDER FROM 
OUR ONLINE

MENU!

REACH YOUR GOALS IN THE NATIONAL GUARD

MONEY FOR COLLEGE
The cost of higher education should not stop you from 
reaching your goals in life.  In addition to your monthly 
drill pay and allowances, the Guard offers numerous 
educational benefits including:

 • Federal Tuition Assistance
 • State Tuition Assistance
 • Montgomery GI Bill
 • Student Loan Repayment Program
 • Free Testing Opportunities:
                    -ACT, SAT, GRE, GMAT, PRAXIS, CLEP

The Virginia National Guard State Tuition Assistance Program (STAP) 
currently pays up to $2,500 per semester for tuition & fees, and also 
includes a $350 per semester textbook grant. This program must be used 
at schools located or headquartered in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

GET A JUMP-START ON COLLEGE
WITH THE NATIONAL GUARD
In the National Guard, you can earn college credits for completion of 
your military training.  Many academic institutions award college credit 
for various types of military training, thus rewarding and recognizing the 
substantial experience and skills you’ve developed.  This will allow you to 
get a head start on your peers in obtaining your degree.

TUITION ASSISTANCE
The Federal Tuition Assistance Program enables you to pursue your 
education and prepare yourself for the future.  This program assists with 
the cost of tuition up to $250 per credit hour based upon availability of 
funds.

In addition to Federal Tuition Assistance, many states also offer their 
own tuition assistance benefits.  Contact your local recruiter for more 
information on state programs.

MONTGOMERY GI BILL
Under the Montgomery GI Bill - Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR), you receive 
a monthly payment toward the cost of attending school.  Current payment 
amounts are available at www.gibill.va.gov

In addition to the MGIB-SR, you may also qualify for the MGIB “Kicker” by 
enlisting in certain jobs with a six year enlistment.  This program provides 
an additional $200 or $350 per month toward the costs of going to 
school.

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM
The Student Loan Repayment Program may pay up to $50,000 for certain 
jobs with a six year enlistment.  To qualify, applicants must have existing 
student loans at the time of enlistment.

START BENEFITING RIGHT AWAY
A number of your educational benefits begin as soon as you enlist in 
the National Guard.  These include free academic testing such as ACT, 
SAT, CLEP and more.  When you complete Basic Training and Advanced 
Individual Training,  you will be eligible to begin taking advantage of the 
Montgomery GI Bill and Montgomery GI Bill “Kicker” benefits.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES
The Guard has other programs and services to help you achieve 
your college goals.  For details about all the educational opportunities 
available, visit: 

www.NATIONALGUARD.com/education  

1104 Green Run Square,
Va Beach, VA 23452

(757)301-6500

Eve Colón, Owner

www.evehairstudiova.com

*Walk-ins Accepted Until 4 p.m. Each Day.

City Council likely to move ahead with light rail extension to Town 
Center: Local professor says Norfolk’s “starter line” should pay off after it expands
By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

People who are still undecided about Vir-
ginia Beach’s quest to bring light rail to the 
city may like to keep one thing in mind, said 
Dr. Quentin Kidd, a political science professor 
at Christopher Newport University. 

When comparing Virginia Beach’s vision 
for a rail line to the existing success of the Nor-
folk Tide, be mindful, he said, that the Tide, 
at just over seven miles long, is considered in 
transportation circles as a “starter line.” 

“The Tide is going to be a success 
when it goes to more places,” said Kidd. 
“That’s when the ridership is going to 
exceed projections. I’m not a transpor-
tation analyst or anything like that, but 
the Tide will jump start light rail in the 
region. If it’s not added on to, it will be 
exactly what it is now.”

Kidd’s words echo what Hampton 
Roads Transit’s president and CEO Wil-
liam Harrell told the Virginia Beach City 
Council at a meeting earlier this month, 
according to an article in The Virgin-

ian-Pilot. Harrell was referring to a report 
from the Brookings Institution that said 
Norfolk’s light-rail line is the most heav-
ily subsidized rail system per passenger 
trip in the country, the article said. That’s 
understandable, says Kidd, who gives the 
light rail a chance to succeed, after it’s 
been properly established and expanded.

“There was a surge of public opin-
ion when it came into existence,” Kidd 
said. “Approval for light rail in Virginia 
Beach went up, but something like light 
rail is a big, long term project. Just any 

light rail system might not be warrant-
ed. But if a line runs to the naval base 
and connects to Norfolk, the number of 
riders will be huge.”

A $10.5 million contract to complete 
a light rail study has been advanced by a 
Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) board. HRT, 
based in Newport News, Va., owns and 
operates the Tide in Norfolk. The study is 
expected to take about 15 months. In May, 
the Virginia Beach City Council voted to ex-
tend the light rail line in the city to the Town 
Center, near the intersection of Virginia 
Beach Boulevard and Independence Boule-
vard. Once the study is complete, the beach 
council may vote on whether or not to hire a 
contractor to finish the design work on the 
roughly three-mile extension.

As debate on the controversial issue 
continues, there is strong public opposi-
tion to extending light rail into the city, 
many people maintaining that improved 
public bus service would be more cost-ef-

fective and efficient. Plus, there would be 
no need for heavy metal cables, posts and 
wires to be built overhead.

The number of riders on the Tide has de-
creased since 2013. The Norfolk-based line 
has averaged 115,000 passenger trips per 
month this year, down from 147,000 per 
month when it first started, according to a 
combination of data reported by HRT and 
used in the Brookings report. The numbers 
could be and should be much better, said 
Kidd, with a line extension.

“If I were betting right now, I would 
guess the city council is going to go ahead 
with the study and the extension,” he 
said. “They’re going to move it forward. 
My sense is they’re more supportive 
than not – both the city council and the 
public.”

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@
gmail.com.
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By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

There’s no doubt that 4 Virginia Beach 
Hens are the free roaming breed. 

The loosely-knit grassroots group now 
has more than 1,800 members, said Aaron 
Pope, a Virginia Beach landscaper who now 
leads the flock of followers. There are other 
groups patterned after the Virginia Beach 
brood in both Portsmouth and Chesapeake. 
The difference is that back yard chickens are 
legal in both of the neighboring cities, while 
it’s still not legal to keep chickens in Virginia 
Beach back or front yards.

“I support the cause, but, if you ask me 
how many (chickens) I have, I’d have to 
plead the fifth,” said Pope.

Pope took over leading the charge to le-
galize chickens in Virginia Beach yards after 
former leader Bryan Stevenson found he had 
too many demands on his time. Stevenson is 
still out there fighting the chicken battle, said 
Pope, he’s just slowed down somewhat on 
his participation.

The fight for yard chicks at the beach has 
been a battle, said Pope. The City Council has 
been approached about it several times but con-
tinues to ignore the citizens’ requests, Pope said. 
4 Virginia Beach Hens wants the same rules 
as other cities have: At least six hens for each 
household and likely no roosters. 

People who are already enjoying raising 
hens and eating their eggs offer tips on rais-
ing, housing and feeding the animals. City 
Councilman John Moss seems to be the 
only council member listening to the group’s 
requests, Pope said. Moss said he may be 
willing to ask council take a formal look at 
the proposal, said Pope. It’s unknown how 
many chickens may be living illegally in 
Virginia Beach. 

“We’d like to get before City Council 
sometime soon,” said Pope. “We’ve really 
been trying to get the ball rolling.”

Until then, the organization hopes to ed-
ucate the people who want back yard hens, 
said Pope.

“We want to teach the people about 

chickens,” he said. “We want them to 
know how easy they are to feed and take 
care of. We want them to know what kind 
of coop to build. Chickens are very coop-
erative, very easy to take care of.”

4 Virginia Beach Hens, which has a Face-
book page, will sponsor its next chicken 
training session from 10:30 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday July 11 at Southern States, 1764 
South Military Highway. The meeting is 
open to the public. Pope said the group’s ef-
forts to convince City Council to approve the 
measure will continue.

Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@
gmail.com.

Momentum for new arena strong;  
may be stronger with Norfolk's help

One of the biggest differences between the light rail project in Virginia Beach and the 
proposed Oceanfront sports arena, is money. The light rail has state and federal money in 
its future. The sports arena will be privately developed. That’s according to Quentin Kidd, 
professor of political science at Christopher Newport University, about the two most high 
profile projects on the city's to-do list.

“I think both the city council and the city are recognizing the need for the city 
project,” said Kidd. “It’s a question of making it financially feasible.”

Kidd said he believes the arena definitely will eventually be built, but not sure when.
“I think it’s going to take a private developer to make it work,” he said. “I think we 

already have the momentum and a need. There’s no way of saying when it’s going to 
happen. I think there’s already a momentum in support of the arena.”

Kidd said the arena should try to fit into the regional tapestry of public venues that al-
ready exist, but knows it will also need to be able to stand alone.

“Virginia Beach has its own venue, its own arena in mind,” he said. “In my mind, 
they’d have more success if Virginia Beach and Norfolk went together.” - Linda McNatt

Chicken“battle”continues
4 Virginia Hens wants up to six birds in every area of the city 

4 Virginia Hens members at City Hall.

More information on hens on Page 4.

“Virginia Beach has its own venue, its own arena in mind.” - Quentin Kidd
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Decades of experience
providing all levels of

digni�ed service to
those in need.

P. G. Thomasson
FUNERAL SERVICES

PERRY G. THOMASSON, DIRECTOR
pgthomassonfuneralservices.com

230 N. Lynnhaven Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-615-2343

Phone: 757-486-4120
Fax: 757-486-4710

SUN FUN GIVEAWAY!

Find a "Sun Beam" in June issue,  
get a $50 food gift; two chances to win!
Hidden inside just two copies of The Virginia Beach Sun's June 4 issue 

is a paper-thin, bright yellow "sun beam." Find one, return it to The Sun and 
receive a delicious prize - a $50 gift certificate to a well-known Beach restau-
rant. Contact The Sun if you find a "Sun Beam." Call 1.757.363.SUNN for 
more information or email: TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com. Online and 
archive: www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com. Good luck!

A Closer Look: Back Yard Hens
Chicks cost up to $5; $30 for laying hens; live 

up to 20 years; group wants hens to be legal in 
all yards across the city For anyone interested in 
raising hens in Virginia Beach, here’s some use-
ful information:

A baby chick costs between $2 and $5, de-
pending on the breed. On average, a full-grown 
hen would be worth from $15 to $20 and up-
ward to $2,000 or more, again, depending on the 
breed. An average price for laying hens would 
be $30. A hen lays eggs from three to five years. 
The first year of laying is usually the best. Under 
perfect conditions, a chicken can live for up to 20 years. Aaron Pope, a Chic’s Beach resident 
and president of 4 Virginia Hens, said the organization is asking the city for up to six hens to be 
allowed for every single family home at the beach. No roosters permitted.

They’re also asking for approval from local home owners associations and they’re also requir-
ing proper coops and fences. 

“We don’t want free-range chickens all over Virginia Beach,” Pope said.
Some agricultural areas of the beach already allow chickens. The chickens keep down bugs 

in the yard and aerate the lawn. Six hens require only about 100 square feet or less. In Norfolk, 
Pope said, a homeowner must have a permit to have back yard chickens.

“We believe something like that would benefit Virginia Beach,” he said. It’s hard to deter-
mine how many chickens are living at the beach illegally now. No survey has been done. There is 
a fine for keeping chickens illegally now, but it has seldom been used, Pope said. - Linda McNatt

By Linda McNatt
Staff Writer

There’s little chance that wild boar will be 
running down Atlantic Avenue anytime soon, 
said Peter Acker. 

But the state wildlife biologist, whose re-
search territory stretches from Virginia Beach 
to Greensville County and includes rural ar-
eas like the city of Suffolk and Isle of Wight 
County, added that he’s keeping a close eye 
on the local wild swine, that have the ability to 
rapidly root through suburban yards and will 
eat almost anything along the way.

They also reproduce “like cats” one hog 
expert said, and one female can have two or 
more litters a year, with six to eight piglets. 
But, for some reason, the numbers of hogs 

seem to be down this 
year, said Acker. They’re 
not being seen as often in 
either the Back Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge or 

False Cape State Park. And that’s despite the 
fact that the fence separating Virginia from 
North Carolina still has not been completely 
repaired and they can pass through it.

 Wildlife officials had expressed hope ear-
lier this year that the fence could be repaired 
quickly to prevent the big, fat pigs from roam-
ing and breeding with out-of-state hogs. Wild 
hogs have been a part of Virginia Beach since 
the 1920s when community farmers gave up 
on the land in that area and abandoned the 
land and the animals. Domestic hogs can re-
vert quickly back to their original, feral state, 
even growing tusks.

 “The fence has been repaired most-
ly, but not 100 percent,” said Acker. “I 
don’t know what the holdup is except that 
Virginia and North Carolina are having 
problems coming to terms.”

 Still, either the old, dilapidated fence is 
holding on or the hogs are simply lying back 
in their familiar mud holes during this unusu-
al period of extreme heat that’s being expe-

rienced in Hampton Roads. The fence, which 
can be reached only by water, is located deep in 
the woods of southern Virginia Beach, beyond 
the Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, just 
past False Cape State Park.

 “These hogs are very versatile animals,” 
said Acker. “They’re more than likely hold-
ing to the wet areas. They’ll stay in that hab-
itat until things cool off.”

 Meanwhile, the Back Bay Refuge is al-
ready making plans for its annual feral hog and 
deer hunt, held in late October, said Acker. The 
hunt opens the land to licensed hunters once a 
year in an effort to hold down the hog popu-
lation.

 For more information about the hunt, Ack-
er said people may visit the state Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries website. Those 
who are interested in participating in the hunt 
can apply on line or simply show up on the day 
of the hunt to fill vacancies left by those who 
have applied and don’t show up.

 Reach Linda McNatt at nclmcnatt@gmail.
com.

A Closer Look: Bush hogs

Wild hogs live 
for from six to eight 
years, depending on 
hunting, traffic ac-
cidents and disease. 
Males average about 
200 pounds, females 
about 175 pounds, 
and they can run at 
speeds up to 30 miles 
per hour. Both North 
Carolina and Virginia 
have well-established 
and increasing popu-
lations. If they’re not 
checked, the popula-
tion of a single herd 
can grow by up to 
70 percent in a single 
year.

Wildlife fence still not fixed, but wild, feral hogs  
seem to be minding their own snooty business
Virginia, North Carolina not seeing things eye-to-eye

Hogs can reach 200 pounds. 
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No Checks.  No Bull.  
No Collection too large or too small

Guaranteed to Pay 
CASH On the Spot!

2724 N. Mall Drive,  Suite 102 (Corner of N. Mall Dr. & Lynnhaven Mall Dr.)
www.silvereaglecoinsva.com

(757) 351-1105

Licensed~Bonded~Insured

We Buy Platinum, Gold & Silver in any form

W A N T E D
 • US Gold & Silver Coins & World Coins of all shapes & sizes

• Rolex Wrist Watches
• Animation Art

• Diamonds & Fine Jewelry

Questions answered by founding band mem-
ber John Smallwood.

Complete name of band: Vinyl Headlights.
Founding members: John Smallwood, Kenny 

Adcock and Alex Evans.
When was band officially formed: August 15, 

2008. 
Current band members, their roles, cities and 

neighborhoods in which each one lives: John 
Smallwood, lead vocalist, guitar, Great Neck area 
of Virginia Beach; Kenny Adcock, vocalist, bass, 
Thoroughgood area of Virginia Beach; Alex Ev-
ans, vocalist, bass, Newport News; Katelyn Stew-
art, vocalist, Kempsville area of Virginia Beach.

Describe the band’s style of music: Wide vari-
ety of music to fit the event we perform. From hits 
of the sixties, classic rock, disco, ballads, eighties 
hits, some country to today's popular songs.

What are the band’s top three most-requested 
songs: Uptown Funk, Bruno Mars, featuring 
Mark Ronson; Don’t stop Believin’, Journey; 
Geronimo Sheppard.

What’s your favorite song, band or entertainer 
(not yours): Too many to list.

How often a month does the band perform: 
Twelve to15 dates a month.

Where’s the most unusual venue the band has 
played and why was it different: Lately, we per-
formed a wedding at the Virginia Museum of 

Fine Arts in Richmond. We were surrounded 
by exquisite creativity and beauty. Alternatively, 
we played a Halloween party at the Holocaust 
museum in Richmond, which was fitting for the 
creepy holiday.

What do you enjoy the most about playing 
music professionally: We all enjoy the ability to 
make our own schedule, constantly improving 
our skills, meeting and performing for people.

What do you least enjoy about playing mu-
sic professionally: Loading-out, packing up the 
gear.

What advice would you offer amateur mu-
sicians trying to become professionals? Learn 
your craft. It’s called the “music business” for 
a reason. There are two distinctive parts. Make 
sure you have a solid grasp on both playing and 
performing as well as the day-to-day logistical 
business aspects that are required to keep you 
moving forward. 

 How do you hold your band together: It’s 
a partnership. We all share a common love for 
music. Mutual respect and dedication go a long 
way, too.

 Name a venue you’d like to play, but never 
have: Individually, we have all played many 
venues around the country in former projects. I 
think Madison Square Garden would be a nice 
fit for Vinyl Headlights!

  Have you played music in other countries 
and where: As a band, Vinyl Headlights has 
only performed in the USA! We were 90 miles 
from Cuba once. Gotta love Key West!

 What do you think is the greatest problem 
facing society and the world: Too many to list. 
Respecting each other as human beings would 
go a long way in beginning to solve many of the 
problems we face as a society. 

 What’s the best advice anyone has ever giv-
en you: Find what you love and pursue it with 
everything you have. Life is too short to work at 
something you do not love.

 If you could change the world, what would 
you do first: I believe respecting each other on 
a human level is critical. Clearly the issues we 
face are much larger, but if we as a society could 
teach each other the value of respect, I believe 
many of the problems we face would be within 
reach of solving.

  Here is how to reach me and the band: The 
bands website is probably the best place to get in 
touch with the band as well as keep up with our 
ever-growing schedule of performance dates. 
We also have a link to our Facebook page on the 
main website. 

Look us up at  
www.vinylheadlights.com

Band Spotlight: Vinyl Headlights  - Three members from Virginia Beach, one from  
Newport News; have played from Richmond to Key West, eye on MSG; people need respect

John Smallwood, lead vocalist, guitar, Great Neck area of Virginia Beach; Kenny Adcock, vocalist, bass, Thoroughgood area 
of Virginia Beach; Alex Evans, vocalist, bass, Newport News; Katelyn Stewart, vocalist, Kempsville area of Virginia Beach.

Booking by Southern Entertainment of Virginia, Virginia Beach, Va.
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In the SUNshine: Great Neck’s (and FC’s) Luciano Ramos  
new vice president with the United Way of South HR 
Organization’s new VP for programs and integration
By Janelle Burchfield

 United Way of South Hampton Roads 
has named Great Neck resident Luciano Ra-
mos as its new vice president of programs 
and integration, effective immediately.

"I am excited about the challenge of 
connecting all of my experiences from 
Florida, Massachusetts and around the 
country to help drive regional develop-
ment in this role with the United Way," 
said Ramos. "The United Way of South 
Hampton Roads has a tremendous net-
work of volunteers and community lead-
ers that I look forward to engaging in this 
effort."

Ramos graduated from Old Dominion 
University and received a master’s degree 
in Urban Planning from Florida State Uni-
versity. Over the past 15 years, he has estab-

lished a national reputation as an educator, 
urban planner and community leader with 
expertise in a variety of fields including 
education, workforce development and 
non-profit management. He is deeply 
committed to the power of collaboration to 
transform lives and communities. 

Most recently, he was the director of 
Community Partnerships at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Boston where he 
spearheaded a convergence of historically 
isolated university, government, industry, 
and community efforts in order to increase 
student success, advance collective impact, 
and drive community development.

"I am thrilled to learn from our 
communities and help facilitate collab-
oration that breaks down the silos of 
great individual efforts in order to ad-

vance real and sustainable community 
growth," said Ramos. "Not just within 
one neighborhood or city, but for the 
entire region. "

A Hampton Roads native, Ramos said 
that his “lifelong commitment to com-
munity development, which took root 
during an upbringing plagued by the 
challenges of poverty,” motivated him 
to apply for the new position with United 
Way. He was raised by a single mother, 
faced eviction and homelessness through-
out his childhood and is the first college 
graduate in his family. He acknowledges 
that his life’s successes “would have nev-
er been possible had it not been for his 
family, the kindness of individuals, a few 
outstanding teachers, and a handful of 
local non-profits supported by organiza-

tions like United Way.”
Ramos’s work will begin with a focus 

on United for Children, a United Way 
initiative focused on breaking the cycle 
of poverty for children in South Hampton 
Roads. 

"We conducted a national search to 
find the right talent to move us forward. 
Mr. Ramos brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise to our work and we 
are delighted to have him as part of our 
team,” said Carol McCormack, CEO and 
president of United Way of South Hamp-
ton Roads, Norfolk, Va. 

 Here's a little more information about 
Ramos:

 What city and neighborhood do you live 
in? I live in Virginia Beach, near Virginia 
Beach Boulevard and Great Neck. We’re 
in the Trantwood Elementary/Lynnhaven 
Middle/FC school districts. I attended both 
Lynnhaven and First Colonial.

Wife's name? Leandra Medina Ramos.
Children's names? Amina Paz and Santi-

ago Ismael. We also have a 12-year-old min-
iature Schnauzer

Where the family attends church? Still 
looking for a home church but have attended 
Holy Spirit and Holy Family before return-
ing to Hampton Roads and will probably 
end up at one of these two churches.

Hobbies? I love to cook and spending 
time with family and friends.

On the cover: Luciano Ramos and his family 
live near the Great Neck neighborhood. Left to 
right, they are: Amina, Luciano, Santiago, Yucca 
and Leandra, on their move last month from Bos-
ton to Virginia Beach. (Courtesy photo).
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Artist Profile: Ellen Sinclair captures the joy of life, enchanted with lonely roads
By Brian Murden

 Ellen Sinclair loves the act of creating 
works of art, whether it is in her garden, or 
arranging flowers for garden shows, or de-
signing interiors for her clients, or with her 
paintings.

 “Start with the art” is her motto when 
creating a personal environment in the 
home. Art is a personal expression of who 
you are, she says, and she asks her clients, 
“Isn’t that what you want to show your 
company when they enter your home?” 

 The Sinclairs’ home is filled with art col-
lected from many of Ellen’s artists friends 
often referred to as “her people.” In her 
paintings she tries to capture the radiant joy 
she feels about life and the world in which 
we live. She is enchanted with lonely roads, 
vistas and scenes from her travels, quiet mo-
ments in a garden and the uninhibited won-
der of children. She captures the light in each 
of those moments with her use of vibrant 
color and thoughtful composition.

 She paints both in oil and acrylics. Acryl-
ics are her go-to medium when she wants to 

paint quickly; and oils when she has layers 
to make over time. She has been experi-
menting with mixed media by applying 
designer fabrics from her interior design re-
sources onto her canvas, then painting over 
them producing a textured and layered di-
mension to her finished work. She shows 
her art at Beach Gallery and is often found 
painting with a group of artists on Thurs-
day nights at Gallery 1932. To learn more 
about Ellen’s art and her up coming shows 
visit her website at www.ellensinclair.com.

 Ellen has lived in Virginia Beach most 
of her life. Her husband, Carter, is owner 
of SPC Structural Engineers. Their two 
adult children, son Cappy and daughter 
Emily, and her husband, Ben Riggan, and 
their two amazing grandsons, can often 
be found visiting “MayMay’s” back yard 
filled with color and listening to “Pop’s” 
band practicing in the garage.

 Ellen Sinclair owns Interscapes Custom In-
teriors, 1408 Berkshire Lane, Virginia Beach, 
VA, 23451, 1.757.428-4060. SPC Structural En-
gineers is located at 1630 Donna Drive, # 103, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451.

Artist Ellen Sinclair



Page 8www.TheVirginiaBeachSun.com  TheVirginiaBeachSun@gmail.com

Check us out at www.concretecreationsvabeach.com Spring and Summer Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  7 DAYS A WEEK!

Area’s largest selection of polywood Adirondack chairs� e area’s largest selection of cast 
stone garden statuary.

Garden statuary!

Palm Trees sales and installation!Fresh mulch, several varieties available for 
pick up or delivery.

1601 Dam Neck Road, Virginia Beach, VA • 1.757.427.1581
C O N C R E T E  C R E AT I O N S

A Virginia Beach Destination for over 25 YEARS!

Robin Kassir moved to Virginia Beach 
after graduating from UNC-Wilmington in 
1994, spending most of her time now raising 
her four children: Jackson, 15, Colby, 13, 
and twins, Dylan, 10, and Alli, 10. In her free 
time, she runs her company, "79PT," where 
she leads small groups through boot camp-
style workouts on the beach and around the 
city's North End. She runs several classes a 
day from the beach where her home is on 
79th Street. She enjoys running races, stand 
up paddle board races and triathlons. In 

many of the races, she pushes for "Team 
Hoyt-Virginia Beach," which is a group 
that pushes special needs children in road 
races. Her favorite race is the Rock and 
Roll Half Marathon where she has pushed 
"Skye" the last few years. She also push-
es in the Allen Stone run/swim/run, which 
is quite a challenge, in the water with the 
children being pulled in the boats. She does 
not want to take the credit for swim portion 
as her husband, J.T, does all of the work 
pulling the child in the boat, where Robin 

just struggles to keep up. She just enjoys 
the challenge and watching the children 
enjoy their day in a race. - Darlene Steven-
son Robin finishing the Allen Stone - Run/
Swim/Run with CJ. She only does this 
race, she said, with help from her husband, 
Jared, and their friend, Justin. Robin run-
ning the Virginia Beach Rock and Roll 1/2 
Marathon. This will be the 5th year she has 
pushed Skye in the race, she said. Robin 
also stays active Stand Up paddle board-
ing. One of her hardest races was the 10-

mile race from Sandbridge to the Virginia 
Beach Oceanfront, she said.

Robin was recently married to J.T. at the 
Cavalier Country Club in Virginia Beach.

SUNshine Girl: The North End’s Robin Kassir busy with four children and athletics

Robin, and her husband J.T., stay active Stand Up paddle boarding. 
One of her hardest races was the 10-mile race from Sandbridge to 

the Virginia Beach Oceanfront, she said.

Robin and her husband, J.T., running the Virginia Beach Rock and 
Roll 1/2 Marathon. This will be the 5th year she has pushed Skye  

in the race, she said.
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Intelligent, funny, and loyal are three 
words that come to mind for Nick Webb. A 
First Colonial High School graduate, he will 
be attending George Mason University in 
the fall. At Cox, Nick participated in many 
events and leadership positions, including 
being sophomore class president, and SCA 
vice president and president. He also chaired 
events, such as “Mr. Cox,” where male stu-
dents put on a comedic pageant show. Nick 
also chaired a “Love Run” with Princess 
Anne High School, where they raised over 

$10,000 for the Children’s Hospital of the 
Kings Daughters, Norfolk, Va. This past 
school year, Nick founded and was pres-
ident of the Rho Kappa National Social 
Studies Honor Society chapter at Cox, 
where students that have a special love 
for Social Studies are recognized. Nick is 
also very involved with his church and is a 
parishioner at Annunciation Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Norfolk, where he is an 
altar-server and member of GOYA (Greek 
Orthodox Youth Association) and where 

he has held leadership positions of histo-
rian and vice president. At church, Nick 
was also a senior Greek folk dancer for 
the annual Greek Festival in May, where 
he wowed the audience with fast feet co-
ordination, jumps and tabletop dancing! 
But above all, he is down to earth, a family 
man, who cares about everyone in his life 
and is never selfish or cocky about what he 
does for the community. He is the son of 
Church Pointe residents Steve and Nikki 
Webb. - Darlene Stevenson

SUNshine Guy: FC alum Nick Webb active in Greek community; off to GMU

Nick with his good friend, Christiana, at the NATO 
Festival representing Greece in Greek folk costumes.

Nick, his twin sister, Nia, and their dog, Taki.
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Book Your Next
Private Event With Us!

Rehearsal Dinners, Company Parties,
Birthdays, Retirements etc.

Best Oysters
Rockefeller & Finest

Seafood In Town

Mayor 
William D. Sessoms, Jr.  

1-757-385-4581 
sessoms@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/16

At large
Rosemary Wilson
 1-757-422-0733

rcwilson@vbgov.com 
Term expires: 12/31/16

At large 
Benjamin Davenport 

bdavenport@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/18

Centerville 
Bob Dyer 

1-757-467-3130 
bdyer@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/16

Princess Anne
Barbara M. Henley 

1-757-426-7501
bhenley@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/18

Vice mayor (Bayside District)

Louis R. Jones
 1-757-583-0177 r 
1-757-464-2151, 

lrjones@vbgov.com.
Term expires: 12/31/18

Beach 
John E. Uhrin

1-757-200-7005 
juhrin@vbgov.com

Term expires: 12/31/18

Kempsville 
Amelia N. Ross-Hammond 

1-757-646-1709
ahammond@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/16

At large 
John D. Moss

1-757-363-7745 
mossjohn@cox.net

Term expires: 12/31/18

Lynnhaven
James L. Wood
1-757-426-7501 

jlwood@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/18

Rose Hall 
Shannon DS Kane 
1-757-802-3236 

skane@vbgov.com
Term expires: 12/31/16

Chairman (Kempsille District) 

Daniel D. “Dan” Edwards
 1.757.495.3551 or 

1.757.717.0259
 dedwscolbd@aol.com 

Term expires: 12/16

At-large
Elizabeth E. Taylor

1.757.663.6706
betsy.taylor@cox.net 
Term expires: 12/16

At large 
Ms. Dottie Holtz 
1.757.460.2440

dottieholtz@gmail.com 
Term expires: 12/18

Beach 
Mrs. Sharon R. Felton 

1.757.509.7313 
sharon4vbschools@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Rose Hall 
Joel A. McDonald 

joel@joelmcdonald.org
Term expires: 12/16

Vice chair
Mrs. Beverly M. Anderson

Vice Chair
bevforschoolbd@yahoo.com 

Term expires: 12/16

Lynnhaven
Carolyn T. Rye 

1.757.306.9762 or 
1-757.777.8249 c

arolyn4schoolbd@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Centerville 
Leonard C. Tengco 

1.757.499.8971
leonard@leonardtengco.com 

Term expires: 12/16

At-large
Ashley K. McLeod 
1.757.552.0348  

ashleykmcleod@gmail.com

Term expires: 12/18

Princess Anne
Kimberly A. Melnyk

1.757.301.7988
kimmelnyk@cox.net
Term expires: 12/18

Bayside  
Carolyn D. Weems

1.757.464.6674
carolyn4kids@cox.net 
Term expires: 12/18

Here’s how to reach the VB  
City Council and School BoardVirginia Beach

City Manager
James Spore

Public Schools’
Superintendent

Dr. Aaron Spence

Clarification: The Virginia Beach Sports Club's $27,500 in student athlete scholarships were
presented at its awards banquet, held in May at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. An 

article in The Sun's June issue on Page 9 implied that the awards were presented at its annual 
sports jamboree, held recently at the convention center.

 By Aimee Taylor

 Over the past 10 years, Chef Kevin 
Sharkey has worked at Mahi Mah’s, Catch 
31, and most recently the Sheraton at the 
Oceanfront. Originally from Massachu-
setts, he received his associate degree from 
Newbury College in Brookline and quickly 
realized his passion was for the restaurant 
industry. Today he is the proud owner of 
1608 Crafthouse, an American style gastro 
pub, focusing on local and regional cui-
sine and providing craft beer from 80 to 
90 breweries within 250 miles of Virginia 
Beach “The goal at 1608,” he said, “will be 
to offer a unique experience that offers din-
ers the affordability to visit multiple times 
a month to taste and sample some of the 
best regional offerings.” Located on 1608 

Pleasure House Road, the restaurant opened 
its doors to customers only a few weeks ago. 
He was kind enough to answer a few fun 
questions: What is your signature style? My 
style is contemporary American with Med-
iterranean and South American influences. 
Working in Virginia Beach has expanded 
my experience with seafood dishes, as well. 
Who inspires you? My mom and Mario 
Batali, an American chef. What culinary 
styles are trending right now? I think a lot 
more casual dining, getting back to the ba-
sics. People are getting back to fundamentals 
so a lot more traditional butchery and home-
style dishes are trendy. There are different 
interpretations of them, but a lot more hand-
made ingredients and artisan. That is where 
I see it going and that is what I’m trying to 
accomplish at Crafthouse as well. 

Say "Hello" to: Kevin Sharkey: VBRA member owns 1608 Crafthouse  
in Bayside and has worked at Mahi Mah's, Catch 31 and Sheraton Oceanfront
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